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By the Grace of G-d

To the Sons and Daughters of s o | In the Da_YS of Selichoth,
Our People Israel, Everywhere | 9729, Brooklyn, N.Y,
- G-d bless you allt

Greeting and Blessing:

It has often been emphasized that all things in Torah - Torah meaning "instruction' and
guidance - serve as guide-posts in our daily life, Our Festivals, needless to say, contain most
important and over-all concepts, each festival according to its content. Pesach - the Season of
Our Liberation - gives us an insight into the meaning of true freedom; Shovuoth - the Season of
the Giving of Our Torah - primarily teaches us what Torah is; Succoth - the Season of Our Re-
joicing - inspires us with profound feeling and perception of true Simcha Goy). -

Rosh Hashana - which commemorates the Creation of the World, as we say, ThJ.S 1s the day

of the beginning of Thy works, a memorial to the first dayl - provides an over-all concept of

Creation and the destiny of the Universe.

The question has been raised why Rosh Hashana has been designated as the ""day of the be-
ginning of Thy works'", whereas actually Rosh Hashana corresponds to the sixth day of the Creation,

The auswer was givenz by our Sages of blessed mem ory: Inasmuch as man is the ultimate
purpose and raison d'étre of all domains of the Universe, and since with the creation of man

the whole of Creation was completed and fulfilled® , man in effect embodies the entire Creafi-on, '
as if before him nothing was created. '

Nevertheless, the question begs to be asked, How can this be said, when there is a big
WOrld_beides man, an-'impressive and noteworthy world, viz., "How manifold are Thy works,
O G-d" " and "How great are Thy works, O G-d'"°? Moreover, considering the whole of
Creation, man included, we find that the "speaking genus' (man) is much less than the order of

animals, and still less than the order of plants, and least in comparison to inorganic matter
(earth, minerals, etc,)?

‘The answer - and this indeed is one 6 of the basic teachings of Rosh Hashana in regard
to the entire Creation - is as follows:

The order in the scale of all created things, where inorganic substances exceed plants,
and pla.nts outnumber animals, and least of all is man, is based on consideration of quantity.
However, when quality is considered ? the order is reversed: Inorganic matter, which has no
signs of life and locomotion, is at the bottom eof the scale; above it is the world of plants,
endowed with growth but lacking the vitality and movement of animals; higher still is the world
of animals which, since animals do not possess human intellect, is inferior to man - the high-
est of all creatures. For although an animal has an intellect of its own®, the animal intellect is

not an end in itself, but a servant whose function is to serve the natural needs of the animal.
The human intellect, however - provided the person conducts himself as a human being and not

as an animal, also is, and mainly, an end in itself, Furthermore, the human intellect atta:ins

its goal and fulfillment not when it serves as an instrument for the gratification of 1Ehe physma}
needs, as in the case of animals, but, on the contrary, when all such natural functmns as eating,
drinking, and the like become the servants of the intellect, in order that the person should be able

to rise ever higher in intellectual and spiritual pursuits.
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The general lesson to be inferred from all that has been said above is, _in brief summary,

as follows: _ _
Reflecting upon himself, a person will see that most of his life and most of his efforts are taken

up with things which, at first glance, are material and mundane, such as eating, drinking,
sleeping, and the like, with all preparations therefor 12 1t is also evident that among the human
species there is a greater number of "men of the world" than "men of the spirit". And in gere ral
one sees a vast material and physical world immersed in material pursuits. Hence, one may

erroneously think that perhaps the material and physical aspects of life are the most important
in the world -

Comes Rosh I??asha‘.na and teaches us that the opposite is true: To be sure, it took five days and
Paﬂ_: of the sixth™® to create all sorts of creatures. Yet, it was man, a very small part of Creation
in time and space, that was the essence and purpose of the entire Creation., And in man, too
the essential thing is not the bc:cdy14 , Which is '"dust from the earth',but the soul, the 1i,Vin ’S irit
which G-d ""breathed into his nostrils"ls; a soul which is "truly a pa.'rt of G—dlines; above'' %6 ’
Only after man was created with the Divine spark in him did the entire Creation become worth. '
and complete. Thus man can justly be described as the '"beginning" of Creation in all its d y‘
and Rosh Hashana, the birthday of man, as '"This is the day of the beginning of Thy woi'lfs"omams’

of ty{it fufulﬂt. elr t}ilnsli:;ucﬁon follows from the above: Speaking to our fellow~Jews about the neces
1ty to e Mitzvoth in the daily life, in accordance with th .
, ) ’ e command Of G-d,

I1:]1:]1&- v‘r-::n:'li.d:,.If WI{OS-e Providence extends to each and everyone, everywhere and every rzliﬁufer iator of
M;;B; asth : this 1s t‘ruly the purpose of Creation, how is it that those who observe the Torah 50:1116
o lx;o : in a..ll details are as _yet not in the majority? And how is it that Jews are a,li:caguethez:'aI1

minority among the nations of the world? The answer is given in the emphatic messaga f
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