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Greeting and Blessing: ! ) s

.
‘I am in receipt of your letter of Septembex Xoth, in " .
which you touch upon the question of whether the sun ze-: “
volves around the ecarth or vice versa, in view of the fack o
., that you' heard from a college student %*9%t “%he tzuth ds L e
.«3hav the earth revolves arxound the.sun,"” L , L
kil ; : . T
, L greatly surprises me that, accoxding to your let= ..
ter, the student declared that science has resolved +ha* s
the ear*h revolves around the sun. Ine surprising thing is '
that a person making such a declaration would be abou< one "'
half a century jehind_the times insofar as <the position of-: '
modern science is concerned, For it is approximately'<ne '
half a century ago that the theory of Relativity .as ex- =~ .
pounded, which was accepted by all scientists as th~ basis

for all the branches of science, Opne of the hasic eiements —-—~ === =

oi this theory is that when two bodies in space are if mo=- s ;. -
tion relative to one another (actually the theory was'initi=t"\<. .
ated on the basis of the movements of stars, planets,'&he ﬂ”\.
earth, evc.), science declares with'absolute certainty‘thgt.f’}
from the scientific point of view both pissibilitics are gt o
aqually, valid, namely that the earth 7 olves -axound the

sun, or the sun zevolves around the edrth, ° Pl
L 4
. An essential point in the above conclusion is that it
“is not kased on a lack of moxe definitive knowledge, hut
‘this is the .inevilable conclusion based upc~ the present
position of science, namaly that in princinle it is impos-
sible that thexe(could ever be scientifically nroven which
o< th

¢ wwo, the sun or the oarth, revolves arol'nd the other. .
Needless to say, any .  sular scientist, lIike any in-
dividual, is entiutled to his ..a opinion as to which alterna=-,
-tive he prefers, or that he simply is iaclined to believerin . ,
one rathexr than ... the other, However, this is only an cx- J
pression ofi a pere.nal prefexence which sy individual human -
being is entitled to., BUT 3% would no” be true to say that
sciencetas resolved the question in favor of one school ox .
thought against the other., To be sure, there were scientists’
~who made. such declarations over one haif century ago, '2s men-
tioned above, and this provides at leact some explanation why
the textbooks in the elementary schools have still retainod.
ethat,ou$daﬁoq posiﬁigp..nﬂgwovo:;,it‘ie”auxprgfinggﬁha; a .
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college. student, who has already passed throuch hi nschool *..
ge. student, ed_throug]
» . and has entexed college, and should therefore nave some e ok
- " knowledge of the theory of delativity, should atiribute

dom =l
«O

. "wesCience.such an unscientific and obsolete statement,: e
. o N Bt S —————— 3 eyt .
, To sum up the above, it is clear that where one’says
Jet

chat it is possible to he .a scientist and accept the idea -+ . 7,
that the sun revolves around -the earth, and anoiher one says
.  that science rejects this idea (I emphasize the woxd science,
3 Ao | A5 distinct from scisngiétf as mentione? 2bove) ~ the first
. . 3 T . L > . . 3 ol . I o8 .
ting e, + ONG has both his feet firmly on a sclcnhzflc‘f9unggg}on, hma&amyzuanc<v
- ,+waile the second. one -appeaxs to havg Femained 1a the world om L. -
SiEZ " of Copexnicus, St e ' et B P e
N .

e I asoume from your lottor %“hat i% is unnocessary to ¢ v
+ emphasize %o you the truth that a Jew's life and his daily :
conduct must revolve around the Will of “he Creatox, the .
. . Creator of heaven and ecaxth, in a'way that it is expressed-
- in action, since, as our Sages said, the essential Thing '
"' is the deed. The present days of Elul arxe particularly
auspicious to advance and go from strength %o streangth in .~
this dircction, and to do so with Joy and gladnéss ol heaLte " -
. . 1] * ‘e H . H "
co  Hoping to hear good -news {rom Yvou, and wishing you and’
'yours a Kesivo Vv'Chasimo Tovo,ufor.a'truly,gooq and sweet .-
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