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To 811 Perticipants in the Laying of the Feundation Stone of the Beth Rivkah Schoola
Helbourne, Victorie, Australia, ‘
G=d bless you,
Greeting and Blesaing 2 :
I extend heartfelt felicitations and prayerful wishes to the Prepidant

‘and Board members, as well as to the distinguished guests and all friends parbic-

ipating in this notable event., It ig surely an occasion for joy and pride, not
only for the Jewieh community of Augtralia, but also for Jewry as a whole.

Ons of the moet serious problems of our day is the confusion, discontent
énd agitation besetting the young generation.  Time-honored normg of ethics and
morality, indeed the very foundations of law and order; are all too frequently
challenged by reckless and rebellious youngaters and adolescents, Theugh
fortunately in the minority, they nevertheless inflict = heavy toll upen socisty,
meterially and spiritually., The conclusion ip inescapable that one of the
primsry causes of this juvenile unrest lies in the fact that some segments of the
present-day young generation is growing up without awe and reverence for G=3, which
ueed to bs ingtilled inte the hearts of the children in former generatlons.
Congequently, many of them grow up also withoubt regard for the true walues in
values which can be meaningful and enuring only if they srs based on tke Sus
Authority of the Creator and Masber of the world.

“Kf’f'g

It is generslly recognismed that religion, morality and sthics must bvegin
a® home, However, economic pressures and other factors prevailing nowadeys have
in meny femilies brought about an abdication of parental responsibility. A% bagt,
the responsibility for the cenduct of the home and the spiriual development of the
children hes in 2 large messure ghifted from the "head” of bhe femily to the "hears?
of the family; namely from the father to the mother.

The Jewish wife and mother has alwaye tz2en recognized ge the AXERES HABAYIS,
the  Poundation of the home.* With the added responsibilities , made more
difficuld by envirommental influences, it has become necessary mere than over before

 &ithisk that the Jewlsh wife and mother herself be adequately trained and prepared in

her youth to assume her responsibllities, and carry them out to perfection.

This is why the Beth Rivkah educational institutions for girls are =0
vitally importent,.particularly in this day and age. In many parts of the world,
not least in Australfia, thepe fineé scheols tarry out a vital funchtion by prepering
future Jeouish wives and mothers who will pregerve the saintly traditions of the Jewigh
home, based on the foundations of eur G=d-given Torah at Sinsi,

The present days of Sefirs (Counting of the Omer) remind us again of ths
rols of the Jewlsh women in Jewish life, For, as our Sages tell ug, thege days herk
back te the time when our ancestors, uptn their liberation frem bendzge, sags
counted the deys and weeka to the fulfillment of the ultimete objective of Hheir
freedom, namely the receiving of the Torzh at Sinai. And vhen that grast dey
arrived, it wes the women whose consent to sccept the Torah wvea firat sought and
cbtained, as indicated in the Toreh § Speak to the house of Jacob (=%he wemen
and talk to the sens of Isreel (=the men)," as cur Sages expleined, Thus from the
Tery outset, the Jewlsh women weve given the primary share of the responsibiiity for
the preservatien of the Torsh and Mitzvoth, and of the Jewish home end sacred trsd—
itions; how much more so nowadays, &s explained above,

I hopse and pray that the Laying of the Foundation Stene will be fcllowed by
the expediticus completion of the actual constructien, so that the new premipes will
soon e dedicated and filled to capacity with an ever growing number of eager studerts.

May the Almighty bless each and sll of you who are helping this grea® causma.
with a genercus measure of Divihe blessings materially and spiritually,
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