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Mrs, Sarah Rifka Rosenbloom

©.-501 W. 120th St. ¢
- HNew York, N, ¥. . 1000W.

" Blessing and_GféQtihg:

I duly feCeiVed yoﬁr letter with the enclosed copy of a

proposed Will.

First of all, I wish o refer te Ghe first part of your

letter in which you write about the birthdays of yourself,
.. husband and children. I wish each and every one of you

Hatzlocho materially and spiritually. These generally go
hand in hand together, and insofar as a Jew is concerned

“"they not only go together, but with the supremacy of the

spiritual over the material. Such supremacy does not mean .
the negation of the material but, on the contrary, to make
the meterjal & venielefdd ail things good and hely, 1 par= .

- ticularly send you my prayerful wishes that you and your
~ husband should bring up your children - with the speedy. reso-
‘lution of the problems which you mention - to a life of Torah,

Chupah and Good Deeds, in good health and happiness, with

~much. Hatzlocho for your husband in his field, and for you in

Yyours,

The preéént daYs, approaching the Yahrzeit of my father-
in-law of saintly memory, at whose holy resting place each

-one and all of you will be remembered, are especially auspi-
Scdolis, e

May Gfd‘grant.fhaﬁ you should have goad news to report

ame gl Ehe aboye.;f

.£i i_#i£H P%eSSingﬂfY\<;;J2A4§ybbﬁav\

P.S. Inasmuch as you invite my suggestions in regaxd to the
Wlll, which; in this country, is an aceepted practice o make
it eazly in iofe, ofid 15 & Scgule fer long 1% - I will offer

-the following suggestions, although I do not, of course, touch

i  gfme?°ial pandling of the estate, etcs

upon any of the aspects relating to investments and the com-

S
Soke 3

5




g -

Mrs. Sarah Rifka Rosenbloom

Firstly, theve is in my ouinion ah omistion of an essen-
tial point, mamely the matter uf Tzedoks. To be sure, those
who will, after one hundred and twenty years, inherit their
share of the estate will, please G-dy, make provisions for the
distribution of Tzedoko of their own good will. Nevertheless,
“it is a persomal Mitzvo to provide for Tzedoko rather than +to
leave it Tor oihers %o do o, cven the closach members of the
-, family. Moxcover, the provision for Tzedoko should be one of
~ the first clauses of a Jewish Wals.

Needless to 5ay, the amount of Tzedoko provided for in
the Will should be according to the generosity of the testator.
- But if you wish my opinion in this matter, I would suggest
--that the amount so provided should be YBIN  (one £ifih) of
‘the net estate, with the proviso that the gdistribution of the
Tzedoko should not be delayed until the whole estate is prop-~
erly and fully evaluated, but that a proportionate amount of
~any and all distributions under the Will should automatically
;be deducted for Tzedoko. ;

A further point which is also essential, and, indeed,
should perhaps even precede the Tzedoko clause, as customary
. among Jews, is the matter of arranging for the expenses of
e yPP (plot) and other expenses connected with the
funeral, including tombstone, etc., in accordance with strict
orthodox Jewish observance, so that these expenses should
again not be left to the discretion of even the closest sur-
viving members of -the family. i :

- In addition to the above, there are several other cbser-

- vations which I would like to make in the Lighit of the fact

that everything should be done in the fullest accord with the

Termall and Yiddishkeit, especially in the matter of o Sl

-Consequently, unless there are compelling reasons to the con-
trary, I would suggest that the "distinction which the Will
‘makes (end of page four) between surviving and predeceased
.-children, namely that those who are alive receive a full share -

- Individually, while the children of %he predeceased receive
one share collectively - if this is the Meamimng ef Ehe clause =

.does not accord with the Torah. For according to the Torah,

;. the children of each predeceased heir receive their parent's

© full ehepe, OF course, the children of a pre--cezsed child

all receive no more than the share of their deceased parent

would have received were he alive, but no distinction is made

between living.and-deceased children insofar as their share
i, congerfied. = : ;

A further observation from the Torah viewpoint, which I
trust you will ‘not mind my mentioning it, is that according to
,thexTorah,;when~there are sons and daughters, the daughters




.Can receive any bequests which a parent wishes to make €
them in the form of gifts. but net 1in the Torm of inheritance.
Therefore, it iwwould be Lighc, in my opinion, that a Jewish

.- wall sheuld moke o %ymbolic)distinction between the sons and
‘. daughters, such symbolic compliance being met even if there is
no more than one dollar difference. : The.important lalintel iy,
this case is that the Will should bear evidence that e s
‘made by a Jew whose life is based on the eternal truths of
eur Torghs , :

)]

Fipally, a technical point, namely that it seems to me
that on page eleven, line four, the words "as then in effect"
are usually added according to legal usage.

I am returning*the copy of the Will herewith.

I have addressed the above letter to Yiau, oinee 9t G5 p
Teply to the letter which you wrote and signed. But, of
course, my good wishes and cordial regards extend equally to
yeur husbamd,. o0 '




