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By the Grace of Ged
Brooklyn, N. Y,

Blessing and Greeting:

I am in receipt of your letter of July 13th, in which
you ask for guidance how to influence an old friend sf-sn
‘ s Who had been quite frum in the past, but has
weakened in his convictions,

Needless to say, it would be difficult for you to accome
plish much by way o¥ correspondence alone, Therefore, it
would be well for you to find some mutual friends on the spot,
who could exercise their influence in the desired direction,
while your correspondence with the party in question would
act as a further stimulus from time to time, being guided by
the mutual friends on the spot as to when and what to write
to your friend,

Ag a general observation, I want to tell you of my exe
perience which has convinced me that in most cases such asg
you describe, the true reason for the weakening in the cone
victions was not the result of a more profound study or
deeper insight, but rather on the contraryy it came as a ree
sult, that the convictions which one has he d, have moved an
obstacle to the enjoyment of certain material aspects in life,
And, human nature being what it is, one wishes to a pease cne's
troublesome conscience by trying to find faults with the cone
victions and spiritual aspects,

In view of the above, the most effective approach in
most cases is nPt to attempt to debate the spiritual matters,
convictions and beliefs, but rather to try to bring the per-
son closer to the kind of daily life and activit¥ which
bring their fruits also in this material world, have in
mind an activitiy in the Jewish commBnity, or in the field of
Kosher education’in particular, where he’&ould see the good
results of his work, and at the same time gain perscnal satise
faction from his success., The discuscions mentioned above
would only be of secondary imPertance, so as not to leave any
of his questions unanswered,

What has been said above, is in general terms which would
apply to most cases, However, there are undoubtedly special
factors connected with the individual himself, especially with
his personal character, etc, Therefore, any action directed
at influencing him should first be consulted with people who
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know him personally, and would know his reaction to such efforts.

A further point which is also valid almost always is that
in such a situation a wife or a fiancee can accomplish a great
deal, perhaps not so much directly as indirectly, This should
therefore also, be considered as a channel of influence., For
as I gather from your letter, the person in question is still
single, Therefore, it would be very well for him if his
friends could find him a suitable Shidduch,.

Incidentally, insofar as "scientific proof" that the
Torah is G-d-given is concerned, which seems to bother your
friend, the fact is, however strange this may seem, that the
best proof is still the oldest, namely that the Torah was
transmitted from generation to generation in an unb§oggg and
uninterrupted chain of tradition, from the time o: e Divine

evelation at Mt, Sinai and the giving of the Torah in the
presence of 600,000 adult male Jews (several million Jews in

all), to the present days There is ng stronger scggngifﬁg
verification of any fact than the Revelation at M€, .ina M

which has been attested to by so many witnesses from genera-
tion to generation,

With bless ng

By
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