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Greeting and Blessing:

It was a pleasure to meet you at the Farbrengen, and it was
gratifying to receive regards from you subsequently through Rabbi
., Moshe Feller, Recently, he also informed me that you addressed a
‘gathering at the home of the Memtzovs, at which you gave your im-
pressions of your visit here, and stimulated your audience towards
greater activity to strengthen Yiddishkeit in your community in
general, and the work of the Regional Merkos Office in particular,
1 understand that you spoke, as our Sages said, with "words coming
from the heart", and I therefore hope that they have penetrated the

heart, and have found fertile soil to take root and produce good
results,

“Although T hawve mat+ bacea fune oot 2 qe our meeting, I %

that this wil. alov Lulug uveuLudily, IOr there 1s really Nno substitue-
tion for one's own impressions when delivered personally, rather than
through a second party, even if it is an eyewitness account,

At any rate, I wanted you to know that I was very gratified to
receive your regards, as well as the report about the said meeting.,

Now that we are in the weekly portion of Mattan Torah, we can
all draw inspiration from it, as indeed we ought to, in accordance
with the teaching of the 01d Rebbe, autiior of the Tanya and Shulchan
Aruch, that the weekly portion of the Torah should be a source of
timely inspiration and instruction to every Jew, in all his affairs
of that week. Mattan Torah has the further significance in that it
has to be regarded and acceptled as a new experience every day. This
is also evidenced from the Brocho over the Torah which we make every
morning in our MOrning pravyers 7Ynn 1nis - in the present tense,

As you know, our Sages declared that the words of the Torah should be
as new every day., .

One of the basic messages of thek;en Commandments is contained in
the fact that they begin with "I am"*"i.e, the profound principle of
monotheism, which in itself was a trefiendous revolutionary idea in
those days of idolatry, dominated by the polytheistic culture of
Egypt (as indicated in detail in the Second Commandment}, where all
forms of idolatry are strictly prohibiteél Incidentally, the emphasis
on monotheism, and the denial of polytheism, is to be seen not only in

ments, but also in the quantity of words and detail which they contain.
At the same time, the Ten Commandments conclude with such apparently
simple and obvious injunctions as "Thou shalt not steal", etc.
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The profundity of monotheism, with which the Ten Commandments be-
gin, and the simplicity of the ethical and moral laws, with which the
Ten Commandments conclude, point to an important lesson, namely:

a) The true believer in G-d is not the one who holds abstract ideas
butthe one whose knowledge of G-d leads him to the proper daily conduct
even in ordinary and commonplace matters, in his dealings with his

neighbors and the respect for their property even if it be an ox or an
ass, etc.

b) The ethical and moral laws, even those that are so obvious as

"Thou shalt not steal,” and”Thou shalt not murder", will have\valldlty/aziz;;g }
and will be observed on1y if they are bazsed on the first and secon
Commandments, that is to say, based on Divine authority, the authority

of the Cne and Only G-=d,

If in a previous generation there were people who doubted the
need of Divine authorlty for common morality and ethics,in t he belief
that human reason is sufficient authority for morality and ethics,
our present ¢onneration has,unfortunauely in a most devastatinn and
tragic way, refuted this mistaken notion, POy, 3% is pr901sely the

nation which had excelled itself in the exact sciences, the humani-
ties and even in philosophy and ethics, that turned out to be the
most depraved nation of the world, making an ideal of murder and
robbery, etc. Anyone who knows how insignificant was the minority
of Germans who opposed the Hitler regime, realizes that the German
cult was not something which was practiced by a few individuals,
but had embraced the vast majority of that nation, who considered

itself the’simar rasa! ate. Surely it is unnecessary to elaborate
on thls at Yo w et v oa Lulia\}iin $ '
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