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B LUV e In the Days of Selichoth, 5723
ay * S I f{ B O TS Year -of the 150th Yahrzeit Anniversary
1 Al 74 v pe of the 0ld Rebbe, Founder of Chabad.
Brooklyn, New York

To my Brethren, Everyvhere,
G-d bless you all,

ey C",{, oy,
H elt Greetings and Blessing: ,mljgau‘,;un% r

As we approach the new year, we should reflect on the \signlricnnce
of the fact that we enter the new year through the Days of Awe (Xamim
Horaip) and the Ten Days of Return (Asereth Yemei Teshuvah).

The essential aspect of the "awescmeness" of these days is in their
quality of arousing in us an awareness of! oming into the presence of _
the Divine Majesty. It is the consciousnéss of the direct enﬂﬂnte@

8

B wit e Supreme King and Sovereign of the world that £1lls uf wl th

({a_q'-é ave bhan-the worry about the past or the apprehension of the

¢ " future. Similarly, the concept of mm;:hnaisas the to

N the Source, rather than the atonement for sin, or "repentance,” in a
narrover sense. C

These concepts are clearly reflected in the specific prayers and '+
observances of Rosh Hashanah, the highlight of which is the "ggronation"
of the Supreme King, the Creator of the Universe. The Sounding of the
Slinofu, the special Mitzvah of thie festival, is also connected there-
w tho

The idea of the Divine "ecoronation" is sublimely expressed in the
_ prayer, "O, our G4dg the G-d of our fathers, establish Thy glorious
/ reign over all the world," ete, In proclaiming the Sovereignty of G-d

Ay we reaffirm our submission to His rule. The Rosh Hashanah prayers
?--a'.‘ ' express our longing for attachment and unity with G=d3; they contain no
Q ,(.'.\‘ y,_reference to sin, or confession of It ig only immediately after
~ fﬂﬁhiﬂimﬁ"'mt the days of repentance 'begin, for our pro-

. "1, | fession of submission to our Supreme King and Creator would be meaning-
less if it were not immediately followed by our determination to be
~worthy of fhis relationship. Hence we must atone for our sins of the
’ J\ / past, sins of commission and omission, even such that were committed
% | 1nadvertently, On His part, G-d has set aside the Ten Days of Return
A Y| as a period of special Divine grace and forgiveness.
[}
Thus, Rosh Hashanah evokes in the Jew a profound feeling of awaken-
- ~ ing and inepiration; a compelling desire to come closer to G-d, The
T 4. immediate consequence of this feeling should be, of course, a readjust-.
77 "ment\of thgydaily 1ife in harmony with the avakened spirdit...” awp HAN
Yoy o '\; Ny . .'_'-\ 2

Bat what Wina to this inspiration? 2 SR Al

It 1s a sad fact that ﬁt_}bc-m__jprt‘ty of*individuals the inspiration

V4 ‘_:.Ql"."_‘ Loy 2 TR '."-: LAV &

V¥




@W\ DoPIIYD NIv2N BN ]D'?T 2P ' PRI DR S

/ ; } i w g Y
il P {2 /”/ Ly} =T .Y LB 2%/ X
Liad of S - (/3 s A fm iy D
o iy g - - o ,I 9 & . 5
J VY "_-"": o -2= F A AL p ~
g *Q J,N} -—‘ L :‘ Valye ) G ] > Sl A I~
N F“‘/ f ¥ i V. g L W arde Y L »
s/ (w L . -

turns out to bo a ﬂuting one, am‘.l due- uot br‘l.!;g out the Ioglcal
readjustmnl: of the daily life. 4’1'1 =] q’f o ar
. A -3,50‘\ . '"&mf' PI7ITE DRILA? A ;mﬁ 3 100 “aing —
e reasons for this is t.mi-. nessage of thes. ol daye
(“ «* is mosély directed to various addressn,; but seldem to one's -awn home-
l‘_(

address. 4 O L. PEPE o~ T
: » .7 ol 3 2
iritual 1sadurs who should address
themselves directly to the spirﬂ;ual needs of their congregants and

flocks, b e the latter look to them for personal inspiration and
: mdnuet ing these days in particular, use the opportunity of these

“* ‘auspieiois season for ighesounding declarations relating to universal .
£, "issues and popular themesgswhich do not implicate anyone in partioularp..
¢ least of all the listening audlence. To be sure, universal issues A4

£ and motifs are not irrelevant to Rosh Hashanah and the Ten Days of b

\ Return, which do embrace the whole of Creation. But when universal . -

\~-.ivproblems constitute the theme of sermons and messagesy fo.the.. a' o
\‘i exclusdon of anything that touches the individual, hils real self and
way of life, the most essential splrttfor this auspicious opportunity

L

'}“\5‘ ' 1s missed altogether. g ,”
£ r\(‘j Fvery Jew should realize that Roah Hashanah and the Ten Daye of Return
“ '/ address themselves, above all, to himself as an individual, and demand
. an immediate reappraisal of his actual day-t living . These days
call for real personal commitment through a closer adhnrenee to the
Divine Torah and commandments, not only on special occasions or special
- days in the year, but gvery day throughout the year, and in every napect
(’_j"_f_ _Qc; the daily life. &Nl
-5 f. 'rhu 13 further emphasized by the call of the Shofar, the, gpecial
Y754 *HMitzveh of Rosh Hashanah. For, this commandment does not prescribe the
3 U - \Iﬂ“ﬁha delicate instrument producing extraordinary musical compositio

‘(‘;\m The Shofar is a plain horn of an animal, and "all sounds are proper 1in
gl a Shofar." It emphasizes our duty of introducing umtity even into the
of -_-.? ordimry nnﬂ coruonplnca in our daily life.e” \ e
- 3 A o [ L N i §
45 ; "It“qs* to be hoped% thnt@uﬂ spiritual leaders \dll uot
the precious moments of the Days of Awe on sueh general topics as
ltmic test bans or clvil libertlon, and the like, which, with all their
9(.@ or tance are not problems _shich. should. monopolize.
“Jewish spiritual leaders, much less during these Days
Those solemn days should be dediontod to the personal religious
\nuds of thelr flocks, which should be fostered and deepened, and
y‘channeled into the proper channels ofmthe practical 1life; so that the

. | & 'mew year will be a better one spiritually, which means a better one
4o .. also materially.

With prayerml w:lshos for k.. A31L NIRRT RAshD s 9
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Free Rendition:
By the Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selichoth, 5723
Year of the 150" Yahrtzeit Anniversary

Of the old Rebbe, Founder of Chabad.
Brooklyn, New York.

To My Brethren, Everywhere,
Heartfett Greetings and Blessing:

As we approach the new year, we should reflect on the significance spirit? meaning?
of the fact that we enter the new year through the days of Awe (Yamim Noraim) and the
Ten Days of Return (Asereth Yemei Teshuvah).

The essential aspect of the “awesomeness” of these days is in their quality of arousing
in us an awareness of ' coming into the presence of the divine Majesty. It is the
consciousness of the direct encounter? with the Supreme King and Sovereign of the
world that fills us with awe, 3ratherthan the worry about the past or the apprehension
of the Future. Similarly, the concept of Teshuvah 11717 2% emphasizes the return to the
Source, rather than the atonement for sin, or “repentance,” in a narrower sense.

These concepts are clearly reflected in the specific prayers and observance of Rosh
Hashana, the highlight of which is the “Coronation” of the Supreme King, the Creator
of the Universe. The Sounding of the Shofar, the special Mitzvah of this festival, is also
connected therewith.

The idea of the Divine “coronation” is sublimely expressed in the prayer, “O, our G-d
the G-d of our fathers, establish Thy glorious reign over all the world,” etc. In proclaiming
the Sovereignty of G-d we reaffirm our submission to his rule. The Rosh Hashana prayers
express our longing for attachment and unity with G-d; they contain no reference to sin,
or confession of sin. It is only immediately after Rosh Hashana that the days of actuat
repentance* begin, for our confession of submission to our Supreme King and Creator
would be meaningless if it were not immediately followed by our determination to be
worthy of this relationship and unity. Hence we must atone for our sins of the past,
sins of commission and omission, even such that were committed inadvertently. On his
part, G-d has set aside the Ten Days of Return as a period of special Divine grace and
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forgiveness.

Thus, Rosh Hashana evokes in the Jew a profound feeling of awakening and inspiration;
a compelling desire to come closer to G-d. The immediate consequence of this feeling
should be, of course, a readjustment n31wR1? of the personal daily life in harmony with
the awakened spirit®.

c bt i< imepiration?

It is a sad fact that in the-majority-of some congregations and many individuals
the inspiration turns out to be a fleeting one, and does not bring about the logical
readjustment of the daily life®.

One of the reasons for this is also that that message of these solemn days is mostly
directed to various addresses, but seldem not to one’s own home-address.

Sadderstittisthefactthat Semeofthe spiritual leaderswho should address themselves
directly to the spiritual needs of their congregants and flocks, because the latter look
for them for personal inspiration and guidance during these days in particular, some of
them use the opportunity of these auspicious season for high-seunding declarations
relating to universal issues and peptitar themes, which do not implicate anyone in
particular, least of all the listening audience. To be sure, universal issues and motifs
are not irrelevant to Rosh Hashana and the Ten Days of Return, which do embrace
the whole creation. But when universal problems constitute the sete main theme of
sermons and messages 0nn 21w P21 12°DR IR, te-the-exelusien N”y X2 MW of anything
that touches the individual, his real self and way of life, the most essential spirit n7om
of this auspicious opportunity is missed altogether.

Every Jew should realize that Rosh Hashana and the Ten Days of Return address
themselves, above all, to himself as an individual, and demand an immediate reappraisal
of his actual day-to-day living. These days call for real personal commitment thorough a
closer adherence to the Divine Torah and commandments, not only on special occasions
or special days in the year, but every day throughout the year, and in every aspect of
the daily life.

This is further emphasized by the call of the Shofar, the only special Mitzvah of Rosh
Hashana. For, this commandment does not prescribe the use of’ a delicate instrument
producing extraordinary musical compositions. The Shofar is a plain horn of an animal,
and “all sounds are proper in a Shofar.” It emphasizes our duty of introducing sanctity
even into the ordinary and commonplace in our daily lifeé.
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It is to be hoped that jewish 2710RY1 WX IR WK T°17° 22 the spiritual leaders will not
squander® the precious moments of the Days of Awe on such general topics as atomic
test bans or civil I|bert|es and the like, WhICh with all thelr |mportance aﬁdjﬂst—elarms
are not problems w
mueh—less—d—tmmg—t—hes&Bays—ef—Awe themes D> am 1‘717 ) ’7w1 N bw nwy1nm btz;
Swty”o2 0 93 Dw 0N MPnnn - AR 7950271 72wn? - 19X R 717000 .0
1211 93. These solemn days should be dedicated to the personal religious needs of
their flocks, which should be fostered and deepened, and channeled into the proper
channels of the practical life; so that the new year will be a better one spiritually, which
means a better one also materially.

With prayerful wishes for a
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