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By the Grace of G-d
27th of Shevat, 5723
Brooklyn, N, Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

Your letter of January l4th reached me with considerable delay.
You ﬁosed 8 number of questions regarding our Torah and Mitzvoth,
faith and traditions, etc,

Needless to say, it is difficult to discuss adeguately in a
letter such questions as you raise, Since you write that you had
occasion to spend time with Lubavitcher students, I trust you dis-
cussed with them some of these questions, and perhaps may have
another opportunity to discuss them further, However, inasmuch as
you have ralised these questions, I will attempt to answer them briefly

1) How ‘can one be certain of the authority of the T'nach in all
its particulars? The answer to this is based on common sense, and if
one approaches the guestion open-mindedly and without prejudice, one
must come to this conclusion., To put it very briefly, and going back
from our present generation to preceding generations, we have before
us the text of *he TBnach as it was transmitted from ocne generation to
the other by hundreds and thousands of parents of different back-
grounds to their children, Even during the times of the 2aatest per-
secutions, and even after the destruction of the Beth Hamikdash, theras
always survived hundreds ;{d thousands of Jews who preserved the text
of tne T'mach and the traditions, so that the chain has never been
broken, BT,

Now, assume that someons would come today and wish to add a new
chapter or a new section to the T'nach, declarino this new addition to
te of the same antiquity and validity as the other parts of the T'nach,
it ic clear that no cne will accept it on the ground of the simple
question ; If this is truly a part of the T'nach, how is it that we
have not had it before? The same would app1¥ to any question as to
the dating of iﬂ¥ particular section of the T'nach, which itself con-
tains a record of the prophecies beginning from Moshe Rabbenu tc the
latest prophets Zecharia, Haggi and Malachi,

You mention, in passing, certain theories by certain Bible
critics, But, as you know, it is not a case where these people have

a different tradition from ours, Boing back to all those ancient gener-~
ations, but It is rather a case where this one or that one has come out
with theories or hypotheses which are not only speculative, but have
besn shown to be unscientific as well as illogical, For, according to
them, it would be a case where thousands upon thousands of Jews have

at one point or another suddenly changed their views and attitudes
toward the T'nach in radlcal ways. With all the arguments about super-
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stition§ or mase hyphdses, etéi, such radical chingds by huhdreds of -
thousands _cfjaopi.kpg different tack xmdt_- in giffgrenf parts of the.
viorld, étf. 4re;s k veky farfetched ghd fost $ilogidall:. =
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.. Furtherwor, thérd is & vasic diffezente bhkwesn bug. Jewish tradi-
ticn and those of other faithsy such as Christianity ot Isldm, For .
whereas in the lattet casés the traditiofis ge back t& Qng‘individuai
" or a’'limited number Yf individuals, our traditidns go tack tec a revela-
tion which was experlsnced by a whole people at once, so that at no time
géd Yn have to placé our trust in the veratity of onhe, cr & few; indi-
viduals, .. ! : : ; 7

%) You m?ﬁtioﬂ the existence of othér ancient cudes améng c;ﬁer
ancient peoples, whith are in many respeéts similar to the laws ¢f our
orah, ; i ! :

" 1 do no*t see what cifference or contradictior thi< can have to ihe
authenticity of the Torah, The point is that when a similurity of ideas
is found tetween two pecples, it is necesssry tec ascerta’n which cne
derives from the other. More importent still is nc' sc ruch the similar-
ity as the difference, Thus, you mention Mescpoitamia, znd nrecsumably you
have in mind the code of Hamurabi, A careful compatiscn will show at
oncé that the similarities dre only superficial; tut the differences are
basit, - For the Code of Hamurabi is perm=ated with a sgirit of extra-
ordinary auelty, as fcr example in regard tc the penalties for theft, etc.,
and the same is true of bdthar similar codes, whereat the underlying prine
ciples of the lwws of .the Torah ars uniquely mertiful, However, the
e-sential thing 1s, as 7P mentioned earler, that there is no proof
wh;tever that the laws of the Torah have Leen derived fgom othar ancient
codes, ; i

In this connecticp, you also mention the similarity of the custom
found in-the Torah as wsll as in ancient Mesopetdmii that when a wife
could bear no children to her husband she could take her maid-servant
and 3ive her to her husband for a wife, with a view of adogting the
children, etc., Here again, I do not see what difficulty thie similacity
of custom presents, For,; even today, you may find sitilarity of customs
between the most observant Jew and hie non-Jewish neighbors as long .as

. it 1s not in conflict with the Torah. Ffor, to be authentically Jewish,
it is not absolutely necessary tc reject every possible similarity of
custom or habit which might preveii in the socliety, tut rather to bring
in a spirit of holinesi into a custom or practige which is otherwise not
in conflict with the Tcrah,

3) You ask 'granted that the Torah is accepted as being of Divine
origin, how is lv possible to be certain of the validity of the Oral Law,
and of the traditional interpretation of the Torah? A

This gquestion is aiso not difficult to angwer, Inasmuch as you are .
a Unlvgrni}z-ltudent :I.will give ybu an example from science. As you.
knowy modexh stlencé 3s madd all sorts of discoveries and opened knew
flelds, such as electronics, etc., which are.based on the science of
mathdmaticsy the basic principles of which have been knowh thousands of
years ago, a5 1s well known and.admitted.. .Needless to say, the mathema- -
‘delans’ of old had no idea or concéption of electronics, but thare 16 no
contradiction here, cut only the application of old orinciples and methocs
of deduction 5? new flelds or brdn?F of selencha
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_Similarly An regard to the Torah. Pox the.Torahy, toé already.
aihs the, mithods énd. principles whezeby it i&:.to. bei tnderpreted.
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Therefore, the traditional intergretafion of the Torah is already con-
tained in the Torsh itself, and it is nothing but a continustion of the
written Torah itself, so that only both together desumy ccrstitute one
living organism,

In this case, too, we can apply the argument from ccm-on sense,
as mentioned above. For it is unthinksble to ascums thit at «ny par=
ticular time there arose a new school of thdught which claired to cive
a new interpretation to the Torah which was in ccnflict »ith <ha accepted
tzaditions of the past. No one would accept such a rasicel ciiange, end
certainly it could not be accepted by the whole Jewish pacple, For, it
is not a case where a particular professor is studyin-. with a :roup cof
students, tut the study and interpretation of the Tora.: ras been voing
on in numerous Yeshivoth and Acadamies, all of which precerted s re=
markable degree of unamimity.

To be sure, we find diiferences of opinion in tta Ki:inah and
Gemorra, but the 1mﬁo:tant thing i{s the resulting decisinons, «hich be-
came unanimous in the Halachah, Thus, we also find in ihe Torsh itself
a difference of ginion, on accasion, between Moshe Raktbenu anc other Jews,
but it 1s the final outcome of such differences that is important, So,
we also find, a diff{erence of opirion between the first Jew, Abraham,
and his wife Sarah, in which mse there was a Divine directive that
Abraham was to fol{ow sarah's opirlon, Therefore, the integrity of the
whole tradition and Oral Law is in no way challenged by the differences
of opinion which are mentioned in the Tarmud, which are in themselves
methods of deduction to arrive att he final decisieén, or F'sak Din,

I trust you know the dictum that the important thing is no% the
discussion but the deed, Therefore, my intention in writing you by
the afove 15 not for the Eurpos. of discussion, but in an egfort to
remove the confusion which seems to bother you, and seems to interfere
with your duties as a Jew, sl to live up @9, In yeur dnllI life, to
the Jewish way of life, the way of the Torash, which is called Toras
Chaim, the Law of Life, and all the Mlttvith*whnrcr Jews a full
life worthy of its name, It is only a matter of w Il and determination,
and we have been assured that he who is determined to purify himself a
little by his personal effort, received a great de4l of aid from On High.

With blessing
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