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Sholom uBrocho:

Thank you for your letter of Aug. 19th, which has just reached me,
ana in which you refer to the delicate matter which has been the

subject of our recent correspondence.

¥ith all due respect, I must disagree with your statement that there
is a radical difference of attitude between the Jewish and medical-
?svghmlngical points of view on this matter, in that the latter
believe that there is no physical or psychological ill-effects. 1
doubt wery much whether physicians and psychologists do in fact
generally hold this view. As far as I know most medical authorities

do not share this view. Indeed, it is impossible that there should
not be physical, and even more so psychuloqical conseguences, for
every normal person is bound to experienceuneasiness” amd guilt_ at
doing something which is not natural. ; e
What is even more painfully surprising, in my opinion, is the fact
that physicians and psychologists who are concerned with finding a
way to help the adolescents in this problem, are approaching this
roblem from the wrong end. They should be the first to advocate
early marriage, especially as there is already a marked tendency
in this direction in the present day, except that, unfortunately,
aconomic considerations prevent it from becoming more widespread.
Therefore, one would expect the medical profession to use its in-
fluence with local and state authorities to offer economic assist-
ance to would-be early marriage candidates on the same principle
that economic help is given to the aged. To be sure, early marriage
would not entirely solve the problem, since the age of puberty xx
begins eay ier, yet to prevent even a few years of this problem
would be 2 %¥reat achievement in the mental health of many people.
Therefore, 'instead of advocating an attitude as you describe, the Nﬁp;unk

psychologists would be better advised to get to the root of the
problem along the lines suggested above,

no single doctor can bring about a reorientation
fession, and certainly the above observations are
ersonal reflection on you. However, I venture
reason why docEgrsfhainnothcomelnuz in favor
f ea marriage with appropriate "fanfare'is the reluctance to
gdvuc:%: an “nlg-fashiongg“ ideal Yet, as already mentioned, them
is an unmistakable tendency 1in this direction, and it is no longer

considered so old-fashioned after all. kel i 4 g s
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-ayin twlee dally "Ued L6 my Light and my "snlvation® (Pealm 27),
may G-d oﬁliQthn sagh and every one of us to uytilize ngr |

capacities to the full 4n helping ourselves snd others in svery

possible way,
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