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Dr.

Greeting and Blesgeing:

I em 1n recelpt of your letter of May 13, in yhich you diﬂcuaﬂlthﬂ
problem of m. You are quite right that it 1s matter to be handled

delicately, but, surprieingly, you do not menfion that 1t 1e not lo
be treated by the same approesch in ell cages.

A further point to bear in mind ie this. If, as you suggest, it
should be explained to the pereson that it ie "natural," or as

some suggest that i1t eshould even be encouraged, then eventually

all restraint will be r@moved, and the boy will indulge in it freely,
wih spiritusl andéd physical coneeauenceg well known to you. And

Judging by the majority of cases, such an approach would encoursge
overindulgence even from the'medicsl” point of view.

There i1s yet another consideration. When the pereon is told of
the serioueness of the metter, there is at least Fhe redeeming
feature of having told him the truth. Therefnre?fo 1t may have
& temporary undesired effect, ddie at least certain in not having
misled him, while when he 18 told that it is "natural" and he need
not take 1t to heart, ete., it is not the truth, and he will soonepr
or later discover that he had been deceived or lulled, and the

excuece thatl it was intended for hie benefit may or mey not satlsfly

him.
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All thie ies without reference to the.essential aspect of the situ-

ation, namely, the point of view of the Torah and Shulchan Aruch,

winlch 1e moel etringent about it, as the Rosh Yecshive haes no doubt
explained to you.

From my knowledge of such cases, the majorit
by far, overcome thie protlem when they know
are guilded asccordingly.
doctor's attention, while
comes 8 medical problemn.

y of boys, and a ma Jori ty
1te seriouesness and
Thle 18 1s why they do not come to the

where reetraint ie removed 1t often be -

I belleve I mentioned in & previous letter that, knovwing your
family and background, I hope thet in addition to the healing that
you bring to your patlents in their phyelcal needs you alaﬂhelp
them spiritually, for in Jewish life the phyeicel and the spiri tuasl
are very intimetely bound up together
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