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COFY OF A LETTER FROM THE REBBE SHLITO, 2RINTED 1IN TEE JEWISH
PRESS; FEBRULRY 9th, 1962 - lLder 1, 5722.°

A COLIEGE EDUGATION FOR A YESHIVA BOY 7

I an in reccipt of your letter in which you ask my opinion asbout the ¢
gdvisebility for greduntes of & Yeshiveh (Dey School) to continue their
secred studies in conjunction with collcge ettendance. .

By wey of preface; let mc stetc st once that my views on the subject uﬂgLr
question &pply not only to studente of Ycehivoih, but tc &ll Jewish youth,
gince ell are children of Abreham, Isuec end Jacob, end the souls of ell
were present at Sinel end received the Toreh end Mitzveth., This ieg, indced,
the basis of my view which will bc outlines below, efter scme intrcducto:ry
cbeervetions,;

Jewe have mlweys been & "mircrity emon; the nntions", even in the best of
times, AU the seme time "their laws differ from thee of ery other people",
end they differ not only in rcrers to epzciel occaesicne,. or speeisl especte
of life, such ac Shabbos, or Rosh Heshan: end Yo Kippur, but they differ in
-Eheir wey of 1life, and in every sspest -£ th. dnily 14fc, For the Jew, the
Toreh end Mitzvoth arg the guidd of deily 1ife ard thr enurec of life and
true happiness, and thic ie the cinpl- feaning of "iorss Chayim" - Lew of
1ife, and the definition of the Mitzv-th ns th. essence of Jewieh Jife,
fwhersby Jews live",

1t is cleer that beinr in the =irority, Jess plst hove spreiel reinferco-

ments from childhood Ehy dn erder fe be fRlc o il théir own in Mw? Fgc= @F
overwhelning cd-e,

284t was diffieult crough to live ez 2 Jw in countries whore Jows 12re
persecuteq, confined to Ghettes, ete.. thore wme one redeeming fret~r et
least, nemely thet under these circumstarcus Jewish ndherenc: and dlomme ke
to the Terah end “itzvoth wes not put t~ the test. An individuel Jew
could eevere his tiss with hic pcople, but that invelved e sudden en
completi break; it wme therefors rarc ens extreme, 'But in the free ecountr-
igg, &nc under present econcnmic end socizl conditions, there ere no oute
gide bar?iers separeting Jew from gentile; the roed to assimilation ir wide
apen, end Fhe denger is ell thc greeter since the procese is e gradusl one
'3 audseﬁ‘nreak with tredition ie entailed, but e gredusl deviazion, stenv.
efter gmeld step, leads in thet direftion, There is = well<lmown parablé

- 1 = bOS k‘h Eul“&' f ocm ta d v l -
i..'.' Uhe LACEY 01 blle V\.)O(isg

| He gt there by meking & smell f22 5 off
= ¥ d ang ze.l felee step of
the rosd, which led to andther, and yet ancther, b s

The conditione ang environmert in & country sucﬁ ae t 1
‘ d 3 " hie ecall
for an even greater spiritual reinforcement of the Jewish.géi'azgegzggrsé"u
‘;ziiﬁngozgaand elsevhers, This reinforcoment must be of sguch strength and
b s :hﬁt t the Jewieh child will alweye be conscious of the fact that =)
s the environment is, he is the bearer of the sacred tradition of
e Divine Torah and Mitzvoth ang belongs to & people thet is holy end
:rferent. For this, it is essential that right from the sarliest ohildhood
adolescence the Jewish child should receive the fullest poseible Jewish ' .
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E e, when &' Jeidsh by com letes his compulsery education, it is an ebsol-
? Eizcgas:hiﬁaijggr a'cou%le c?—years, et least, he should dedicate himself to -
the exclusive study of the Torah and ssered subjects, in e host conducive S
atmosphere of & Yeshiveh, without distraction of secqlar‘studies, ell “the =
mere so &s the teen-gze are cruciel erd formetive .end of lesting effect, i?, <
the chrystellisetion of the charectzr, : - : .

f Thie would heve been my cpindon even if the collec enteiled fio more that the -~ -

distraction of seculer siudies, actu=1ly there ic much mere invelved, %ia .

i Theoretically a college end itc faculsy shcwls net try to impose any particular
views, much less & wey of 1lifc, on th: studcrts, -~ztuslly howsver, the student
cannot help being impressed, on the czn-ceicu- ar: subzonseious lGVel, by the
views, outlock &nd wey cf 1life ef hie Srnd asesrey Thcsg, as.wFll as the.whole
stmosphere of & collepc, arc Enfleptro=t i e c:;p?tasletv1tn the Jewzsh‘yay
of life, and freguently if ret elwnyc quitc cantns el b p. vo 1t, This is so :
even in collepce which arc thecloqizel, rr Mwan: mascslilied religicus studies,
Feedless to say, thc whcle etzmeosprher of ecllo.e Ze ir wieclent csnflic? with ¢ -
the Ehilehen Aruch wey of 1ife, vhor€by the Jow ic totzlly corrited - in every

‘g 0ete1l end espect of hic personel 23z 33F - 4 tie Torak eno Mitzvoth and

, f‘@?the service of G~d, &= ig writtcn M"72. shell ey His dp pld vour wys", to

; widch & whole chepter ir Shulchar Grich, @rdeh Choify (Ch,231) is devotcd: note

et

; there,
‘ : L .o oyrehing -
In cther words, the Jewich boy (o efp: §§Q Tir et lleBle v€t Beiring 1o
- ’\ - . ‘f d # L . . 3 - 3 2
retedn the Jewish way of 140 ir 2eLErasnee witn the Poruh, firdr hinsclf
tossed sbout in the reging weves -l epwmfliss YetWwepgtan anntreiictory worlds,

He is &t & further cisedvantogg ir. (indégﬁ Picoglid e b rirerity camp,

since thosc shering hic viows src eonvicTions re Taw i th Q;Ejfgggcgmpus,
while the forccs pullin - ir th. Pposi® direction rre erervh.l-is ; foreces
he must confrent et Cviry turn - arcn - th. stusers body, fesuliy nembers, teet
books, newspopers and pericdicels, It ic vory doubtful whethor even an adult
end maturc perecn whe s subjeetsd t2 such "shocok trostmopgd U=y efter day,
chekeny  how much mer: ge A tn-gg4r.

r Needlees tc scy, 1 ar awer. of the ergeent thet mary Lerhiveh toye ettending
! college, or ever collefe graduetcs, »imein leyel to the Torsh eng Mitzvoth,
The answer is girple, The number of sueth ctudente ang rrecuetes whe have not ‘
been seriously affccted i reletively smell indeed, much smeller then imapined, g
hey are so exceptionel that thc worder of 1t ettrects atlenticn, sinee thosc 13
; thet go mstrey under college influenc: erc taken for grented,

while the onc
; that st111 pute on Tcfillin celle forth emazement, One hnay uee the anslogy
of the shoe-sghine boy who becamc & millioneire ang everyonc talke ebout him,
It &% not because he wue & shoe-shinc boy thet he atteineg guccess, and no

? one will suggest that in order to become e millioneire onc should start in

; the ehoo-shinc business, The greeter the exception ang sensati th
ie the proof of the rule, : 2 P et

Some people ask, is there really such e conflict'betweén ettending collepe -
end remeining an observant Jew, I cen 8peak from experience andégersenaf "
kmowledpe, having sttended varioul cblleges and seen the paihful immer
upheavels of Jewish students, and having for nany years
Jowish studente who are otherwise reluctant or ashamed
L ih::nh‘th:éoefore state with the fullest measurg
@ - 8ends his child to eollepe dur, the fo
to shock ang Profound conflicts : g sl

| Sonsequences,
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In view of all the above, i'b is oy dc mitc: end concidered op:.ninn thet e.ll .
Jewish children, upon completing their compulscry sccular edycation, should .. -
devote at least several yeers tc the exclusive study of therTorah, without J
the interference of other -studies, not even treining for 2 trade, in order. .. -
to obiein thé mexirum insurence epeinct &ll risks end ‘dangers that “their :
future lsifc mey holc., whl,n thcy sttzin adulthcod &nd scttle down ‘bo e femily =
lifU. ¢ B ; % ‘;.

Er . ] a2 ot A !
Tc put the metfer in brlder rr-licf, bty wy =f illustratien. Take the ;;ancjral :
ettitude o pnli 2y, G=0 forbid, erd th: precoutiern ta.f_n ereinst 1t, Fortun-
eto 1:, tht incidasnc. aA polm S ole mde-p Feed, ond ahert d8 sipllecy 0t
eripples cnly & part of the physicel b-c,éy; yet thou, 'k th: 5d7s ere farfciched
it wuwld be reexless net to t&k- th. nee@sszry oriceuticn.  Unoirtunestely,

(the wEletizs = ccll:é}ﬁﬁr‘:uca SioH Frner**"er'uk ir2eF] rnd most u':ux..;prts", by

for dn the nrjoridy, tema &5 hr*" 35 e meTE. fonenacehdm g,

nt w‘r ik i¢ pfter the cybiect el migconegpiicn - “ezr.prrtzmc‘ :
g lréfdgrgf’@pam e e ronic @lqro; viow,. Statistiec .
h- I .]"‘I‘J oy of 148 grociqics epertunlly = cterlish thema-lves

n o 7 bgns Fu’a*c., &r ﬂ'f‘g@”;"" aaﬁwecféa(/wiuk bEELE ceumeT s of .
study in co 18@6 The ferel i orfiops.
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