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Blesaing and Greeting:

I roceived your latter of Decsmber 28th, in walch you ¥rite about
the propeosition of a Shidduoh, whioh, generslly, seams 10 be
accepiable, uil you eseem to te efraild, ete.

Your feeling can be explained on the besls of two factors: &, 4B
you yoursaglf write that hitherto you have nad no responeibilities
whatever, or, as you put it, you were treated like a Taby witaout
belnz gilven ths opportunity to think for youraslf, I 18, therefore,
cleer that now thzt vou hays to make an importsnt decision and enter
into = life of responslbility end independenoz, this makse you feel
uneasy, although I twould not say "very frigitsned,” as you sut it.
b, A feoling of enxlety in =uoh & ozeé i not unusual, even vhere
the persgon has not bHeen treated 1like e belyy. For marriage ic &an
importent and serious slep which affeots the rect of one's 1lifse,
and, 28 1t is atzted in the text of the blesslug, 1t iz a Sinyan
Adei-ad, en evarloating edifica. Tt 1s, tharzTore, natm:nl that
young people should aporoaca thie with a fesllnz of aome enxiety

and awe, On the otharhand, if the Bhidduct 1s =z sulta®le one, one
can £0 into it with s fecling of absoluts confidence, for it ix
within the very natural order of things, and ie alzo 2 comiandasent
of the Creator, Hence it ip assured of G-d's hleesing. The bssio
requirenent, however, is that the Shidduch be a sultable one, namely,
thet both parties should bs of e similar baciground and world out-
look, and, above all, should be deterumined in their resolution to
putually bulld a truly Jewisli home on tha everlasting foundatlione of
the Torah and Mitzvoth,

he & matter of fact, in your cese there is an encourazing factor
in that, aes you write, you have a position and are, moreover, happy
In your job. Thus, in spite of whet you think, you already know
vwhat responsibilities ere to some extent, and this should give you
the confidence that you will be eble to carry out even greater
responsibilitiea when the time comes,

Hay O0-d, Whose benevolent Providence extends to each and sveryone
individuelly, lead you in the way that is best for you, materially
and epiritually,

wWith bleesling,
By





