Ay tho Grece of Ced
12th of Morcheshvan, 5722
T;f.m(ﬂ{ly'n P s Y.

2. e “Giner
31 Park toad _
Maploewood, i, J.

Hleseinsg ond Gresting:

itiie 1s to noknovwledge receipnt of your iwo lettars, e2 well fos the
enclosure, Moy G-d orant that benceforth you will not lnow of eny
more accidentin and, in rccordunce with the text of tho bleselng of
Gomel, "i'ay C=d racompyense you with all good forever,”

"=farring to the subject matier of your letter, in %which you mentlon
thet I "admonish" you, I nced bt rdly point out to you thet it 12 not
my custom to eCmonieh Tor the asnke of admonishment. Illovever, when T
ree thnt & pernon could live on & higher level, no mrtter Lhov vatine
feetory the present level serme 1o be, #nd 4if I think thet I con do

rometiding Lo encourare thet person toweide the hizher lovel, I would
curely be amies of my cduty 1f I nnpeed 1t over in silence.

in your cese, I gee threo orecs ia which, with all due reepncet, I
fecl that you could ds & grect deel more: 1. vitl remard to your
ovn opportunities. 2. 1In the motior of encourazing your hushand to
utllitze hle cepaelitien to trhe fulleet advontsze, 3. In the conduot
oi your bhome, nnd ahove ell, the eduasrtion ol your children.

I belleve that during our conversatlon we touchied unon the subjeot
thet, a8 the Toreh kee slwaye hoon czlled Torns Cheim, the lsw of Life.
rnd hee nlwrys bean hoth the source of our life and existence sg well
ng the zulde In our drlly 11fe, 1t 1o Infinitely more so in the present
¢ar and amg, Tue deurcer to Jevwlsh life "nd exletenoced in the free
countrice, especielly in theas Uinited ¢ tntas, 18 not tte denzer of
vhysicnl extermination, («d forbld, from enotheyr 4tler or “ichmon,

mut thaere 1le, neverthelese, ¢ dangser which ie no lesn deastruotive, the

cenger of sacimilation. Precleoely becsuce thers ic no extdrmsal antaron-

isn snd dlscriminntion &#:ninet the Jewa, esnecially on the middle =nd
lover claes level (rlthoush in the upper cloeesce, tuc tendercy towerds
aeaimilation 1s ochacked by prejudice), the donger of mess aseimilation
is 1 vary rezl one,

In eddltion, such factore cn compulgory ecducntlion and esocinl snd econ-
omic presaures of conlformity, stc., coupled with the vwidespread icnor-
annce of Jewleb vnluce, sreatly incrensc iL: danzer of secimilation

From one generation to the next. I allovied to continue unoheoked, who
knowe to what 1t misht lead. '

It 18, therciore, the duty of every congelious rud consclcntious Jew
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to do everything possible to stem tha tide of émimilatmn,' and 1t is
truly & matter of eaving life. - S . T
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It i¢ gelf-ovident that suoh an effort should not be limited to the
~ adult and older generation, but espeolellky & regard 1o the youngezr. obon
 generation, end the vory young in particular. And ngodlesms 10 oy, G, Jo0°
@& person on whom Divine Providence hLes bgstowed pperial capucities .

. for influonce, 18 eepeciaslly dutyedbound to use these oapuoities in =
' . the direstion outliined. . ¢ i e b

L

. 7This ie mot the time to ongaeze in theorsliic redsarch as to all the :
. aspscta of the situstion, &nd posiponyd adtion pending the rgeults of
~ guch rossdrch. For, when & house 18 on fire, ihere ie no time 1o
~ study the laws of combustion and methols of fire oxtinguleking, Tud
~ everything must Do done to extinguleh the Tire bvefore the houss ig

~ destroyed, with poessitle loss of life. S e G et e
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rmother importont point to bBear in mind Le the following == iherds
can be a two-fold spproach to 1ife: (&) To conelider 4% a8 8 mattor
of pleesure, in which case severy e¢ffort should be bent tovards getiing
the most out of 1ife, in terme of pleagurs, end in every situation 1o
gogk the easlest way out. (b) 70 consider 1ife¢ es & ashallenge, and
{0 help meke & battor world to live in, espeolslly &s the socloly in
. which we live is fer from perfeotion., .In thie c¢ase, every elfori |
muet be bent towards thie end, even i1f it means the saocrifice of cer-
~ tain personal pleasures, and even 1f 4% requires a great desl of cone-
. tinuous physical and mental exertion. 3But, 88 & matior of feot, it
i1 this latter eppronch that offers the maximum pleasurs, resl

i

pleagura and gretilicatlion. e . G

. 7o retuyn to the subjcet matter of our discussion. While Ve have wmet
only onoce, I have formed e falrly clear 1des of youyr capacitieas, aa
woll a8 your hueband's., Knowing that your husband had at one time
studied gt the Yeshiva in Jorusalem, and in view ol biec background,
1t is my feeling, & I also mentioned to your hueband, that the faot
that he had etroyed to a movement whore he does not neturally belong,
should in $tself be turned to good advantage., Wo onc Enows (e waye

- of Divine Providence, but perhaps the fect that he iz at precent cone
nected with thot movement, mey be baecsues he is doatined to hwing
about revolution in 1%. -. .,, e

ne that @s 1t may, I bhave no doubt that you can do e groot deal to
~ 4nflusnce and encouraze your husband in the right directiomn, O follow
en indepondent course, a5 is hies inner deslire, Similarliy, you have o
. the oapacity to extend your influence beyond your immediate surrounde
. inge at home, to the community &t lerge. This you can 4O voth in &
~ 4aireot way and perhpse even more #0 in an indirect way, by ralicing
"~ the stondards of your religious end spiritual living. S

- This f}ringq me to the third area mentioned ecarllier, lnamaly,rtho CON
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duot of your home and esveciclly téx.é sdutation of your dhiiarﬁm )
whom you surely want to eee growing up to be ¢opnsciontliousn Jows
snd to retain a certain standard of Yiddishkelt., It is pooeible %o

' gnsure this only if the children rocoive their eduvcation while thoy

sre 8till young, in such en atmosphere, and on such & level; that
even whon they come under the pressures of life, mentloned earilier
in my letter, they will retain at least that minimum standerd.

- T esy this in connection wlth your writing that yoﬁz?- children had

 been sttending & Hebrew Day School, but that you tock them ocut Lrom
thers and hove engaged & privete ilgacher inmtoad. I need bherdly
point out to you that Jeowlsh education 18 not confined to the
ecquiasition of a cartain levelaggﬁgnowledge and information abtout
Jewish life, but rether thet &esshould be brought up within such a
life and within an stmosphere which fe permeatced with this kind of
14f¢, This 48 somaething that a privets teacher cannol replace by
tegohing just & rumber of houre & week. FResides, when the Hebrow
lesnon comes after the boy has spent most of the dey in publis
school, where he is given tests and homework, the Hebrew legeon
cannot bave ihe same importance in the ming of the doy &s the pube
1ic sochool, not to mention other factors such €8 the effeoct of claso-
room, discipline, comnunity with other children, etc., ote., ALl thie
relegates the PHebrew lesson to & third or fourth plsce in imporianea,
g0 that 1t often ocoues to bs regarded altogother as en unnedesssry
burden. ' |

To reiterate, the purpose of this letter is not to admonish, but
only to point out tc you thoss argas where you con ettain 2 higher
level of acoomplishment and sefficiensy. 2s I aleo mentioned et tho
end of my previous lettsr to you, it is not & guestion of doing come=
thing to qualify ne a true Jewlsh daughior, hut, on the oontrery,
inagmuch ae you are a Jawigh dsughtor, end o menber of the Jewieh
people whom G=d has chogen and singled out not for pleasurce tut
rather for holinese end for brinzing light and holinese into tho
world, thet you owa it to yourself, &g well aa 1o your people, 1O
make the fullest use of the capagities which Divine Providence has
generously beetowed upon you and your tusband, elong the lines
indieated above. 3 . i e

o

vith prayerful wishes for your suscese, end
' ' ' With blessing,



