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: Brooklyn, K. X.

Greeting and Slessing:

I received your letter of January 10tk, im which you ask my ex=
planation ef the reference to ihe four “pasic elecents® (fesodoth)
meatlioned in Chapter I of the Tanya, and you msk —e how is it
pessiols Lo reccncile this with modern chemistry wileh recognizes
over one hundred elements,

Prefaterily, I nust make at least two correcticns in your lattar,

. Cna, the origin of thatl statement In ihe Tanra iz not as ycu write,

W but 1t 1s tc ue found in Midrash Enboa Lasiduar) end at grester

E-}rgm length an2 in greater detell in mony parts of the sohar, acd fare
ther explalned in other bocks of habbalah. ‘%vo, rodern cheaistry
¢oes nct reccynize over cne hundred busie elerentis, 2ut & ccnsider-
ably fewer numder if matter is to oe reauces Lo its oasie co-pon-
ents or periicles. [Fcr tha so-called elesonta are themszelves made
up of atoms, whici are tne smallest particles into wrieh zn elerent -
can e divided and yel retain its proportieos end characteristics, 2
{ne olozs thenmselves are further made up of smaller ptrticl#é}_:ueh
s slacirons, protony, nautrons, ete. L _

ihus, the answar to your question already lizs in the proper defini-
tion of the terrs vrder discussion. Fer, &3 indicated adove, off t#
slemant 15 not tne rmcat basic pzriiecle of ratter. Even Lhe tern
“atom"™ which criglnslly rweant sometning indivisidle, is an archalss
now smgleyed only Tor convenlence, as it no lonper corresponds to
its origlnal msaning. Similarly, whan we spenk of an individual as
telng an ele-enl of soclety, this doss pot mean that the individual
hirself 13 nct a composite. VL

ihis srtould be borne in mind when we consider the ternm Yesédoth in
-the Zchar, “idrash Rabba, Kabialah, ete,, and, of course,-in the -
ITanys ard other Crabad sourcea, Gnis does not mean someihing which
under nerrsl elrcurmstances aréindivisiuvle or unchangeacle, tut the
mctual se-culled "oricks" or tpolr 35S corpononts which meke up
averything that exista in ke world., I might alsc mentilcn that thare
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ls another school that cenceives these four -escdoth, not in
Lhelr physical aspects, but ratner quslitatively, that is to
537, "Iire,” in the sence of the properties of +=es calyg
fed and dry} “water,* in the sense of coolneis and liumidity,

and s0 on.

I hope this vwill answer your question, and i’ you have any further
q-estion, do not hesitate to write agaln.

with all good wishes, and

With blessing,



