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To my Brethern Everywhere
G-d bless you all,

Greeting and Blessing:

With the approach of Rosh Hashama, and the intrespection
that it calls ferth, both in terms of one's own world and in
relation to the world at large, a good starting point would be
some reflection on the physicai organism, 'the world in minature!?
(microcosm), : R :

In the human organism there are common functions, in which
~all organs of the body particlpate in a common effort; and. there
are specific individual functions pertaining to individuzl ergans.
In the latter case, the individual organ must make a speclal effort
to fulfil its particular function, while the common functions are
carried out much more easily.

What would happen when a particular organ surrenders its
individuality and particular function, applying its energy solely
_ towards the common functions? '

At first glance it would seem to benefit thereby in saving
much effort and in the ability to increase its share in the fule
filment of the common functions of the body, together with the
rest of the organs. Yet, needless to say, the results would be
dlsastrous both for the individual organ and for the organism as
a whole, For the individual organ would lose identity and essence
which are predictaed precisely on its ability to perform a
particular function. Failure to exercise this particular function
would, moreover, lead to its atrephy and, eventwmlly, complete
uselessness also in the fulfilment of the common functions. As
for the organism as a whole, its deprivation of the particular
function and the eventual loss of the limb, would be injurous to
t?ﬁ {hole body, and even fatal - If the organ in question is a
vital ones : ; : :

This analogy can truly be applied to the individuwal in
soclety, and to a minority group within a state, and to a nation
within the community of natioms. It is certainly true in our case,
both on the nmational level, as a people, and in regard to every
Jew individually. =

The Jewish people, of whom it has been said long ago "fer
you are the fewést of all peoples'" (Beut. Z37)5 1s a small minerity
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ameng the nations of the werld, and the individual Jew is a minerity
in his enviromment; even living in the midst of his own people,
there are places, sad to say, where the jew living Jewishly, i.e. in
accord with oewr hely Torah and the ebservance of its precepts in his
daily life, is in the miherity.

What 1s the specific functien of our people, and of the Jew
as an indivisual? :

It 1s, of course, easier te ascertain the individual function
of any particular ergan in the body than the functlon of a people

in the community of natiems., Hewever, in the case of the Jewish
people, which is unique 4in its extremely varied experiences and

leng h{stary, the answer ia not diificult te find, By a process of
simple elimination, we can easily ascertain what factors have been
essential te its existence and survival, and thus determine the
essintlal character and funcyien ef our people.

An objective, unprejudiced survey eof the Jong history ef our
peeple will at ence bring to light the fact that it was not material
wealth, ner physical strength, that helped us te survive. Even during
the most prosperous times under the united monarchy of King Solemen,
the Jewish people and state were materially insignificant by compar-
lson with such contemperary werld empires as Egypt, Assyria and
Babylenia, That it was neot statehood er homeland — is clear frem the
fact that most of the time, by far, owr people possessed ne lndepend=-
ent state and has lived in the dlaspera. That it was net the language,
is likewise clear frem the fact that even in Biblical times Aramaic
began te supplant the Hely Tengue as the spoken language; parts of
the Sceripture and almost all of owr Babylonian Talmud, the Zohar,
etc., are written in that language. In the days of Saadia and Maimon-
ides Arabic was the spoken language of most Jews, while, later,
Yiddish and ether languages. Nor was it any commen secuiar culture
that preserved eur people, since that changed radically from one
era to anether, -

The ene and only cemmen facter which has been present with
Jews throughout the ages, in all lands, and under all circumstances,
is the Torah Mitzvéoth , which Jews have observed temaciously in
thelr daily life.

To be sure, there arese eoccasiomally dissident groups that
attempted te break away frem true Judaism, such as the idelatry
movements during the first Beth Hamikdosh, the Hellenists
during the second, Alexandrian assimilationtsts, Karaaites, etc.,
but they have disappeared. Censidered witheut prejudice, the Torah
and Mitzvoth must be recognized as the essential thing and essential
functien of our people, whether for the individual Jew, or in relatien
of the Jewish people te humanity as a whole,

Hence the logical conclusion: The policy of immitating the
other mations, far frem helping preserve the Jewish people, rather
endangers its very existencegy and instead of galining their faver will
only intensify their antagonism, In like manner, these Jews whe court
the faver of the nen-religious groups by cencessions and compromise
in matters of Torah and Mitzvoth, net only undermine their own
existence and that of our people as a whole - for the Torah and



=

Mitzvoth are eur very life, but they defeat even their immediate
alm, for such a policy can evoke only derision and contempt; and
jus%ifiably s¢, for a miner concession today, leads to a majer
one tomorrow, and an evasien of duty towards G-d leads to an
evasion of duty towards man, and whe is te say where this down-
sliding is to step?

_ At this time, standing as we are on the threshheld of the
New Year, a time propitous for earnest introspection amd stock-
taking, I earnestly hope that my brethren everywhere, both as
individuals and as groups (and larger the group, the greater 1ts
potentia&ities and responsibilities), will recognizes the Reality
and Truths: ‘ :

The essential facter of our existence and survival is
our adherence to the Torah and the practice of its precepts in
our every-day life, Let no one delude himself by taking the
easler way out, nor be bribed by any temporary advantages and
1llusory gains,. ' '

The secret of our existence is in our being " a people
that dwell alone" (Num. 23:9), every one of us, man er woman,
belleving in the One G-d, leaéing a life acceréing to the one
Torah, which is eternal and unchangeable. Our 'otherness® and
independence of thought and conduct are not ouw® weakness but our
strength. Only in this way can we fulfill our funetien imposed
oen us by the Creator, to be unte G-d a "kingdam of priests and
a holy nation", thereby being alse a "segulah" for all humanity,

With prayerful wishes for a Kesive vachasimo teive, for

a good and pleasant year, 'good! as defined by our Torah, which
is truly goed, both materially and spiritually, amd ;

With ble SSim Wﬂp
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