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R.ABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEZRSON INRTURIT 7TTIIN UM

G S Lubaviich ~IIERSIY -
-+ 770 Ecstermn Parkway ' CeAE
Brookiyn 13, N. Y. YMPIXE TIYUO'R 770
R B i am =

By the Grace of G=d
oth Lizht.of Chanukah
9717, Sroeklvn, N.¥Y.

Gre=tins and 3lessingz:

[

This s in Tehly €8 Toue jeltsr in whtan ~ay refar o
the views expressed by ycer son David with resard ts the
Chassidic get-togethers, p=rticularly on Shabtos whnen Rosh-
Chodesh 1s biessed, efte. Tt is difficult to exslain fully
in the course of a letter, the significance of these occasions,
but, briefly at any rate:

I am sure it is unnecessary Lo emphasize to you the holiness
of Scabbos. This means that on this day, zore than on any othemy
day of the week, every Jew has to derive holiness. One of the
ways to derive an extra measure of holiness. is through learning
the Torah, for which Shabbos is paridciilarly auspicious. This
1s way, as our Sages tell us, Moshe Rabbenu, at G-4's instruction,
vathereﬁ.conﬂr gations on Shabbos in the hcuses of prayer and -
of study, to teach his peeple Torah. . -

Moreover, it Should be noted that eom=u nlty-study,'matheﬁ
than private Study is hers emphasized. T% stands %o reason
that Torah stucy w*ll be more successful in the company of friends
and in the proper atmosphere. For after the days of work, the
temptation is great to s;end cae "day of rest" inp comnlete in-
activity, or in physica2l pleasures, at the expense of spiritual
enricament. Experience has shown that the pitfalls can best be
avolded in the right company'and the rizht atmosphere.

If even in tha days or Moshe Rabbenu, and later also. durins
the time when the Beth Ez=iikkdosh was in existence in our Holy
Land, this practice was followed, ye can izagine how vitally
imnortant this is at this time when we are in Golus, in an un-
Jew1sn.environment wnen the forces of materialism and darknmess
threaten to engulf "the world at large, and the world of the
individual. ‘

~What has been said atove is true of every Snabbos, since
the Shabbos generates infiuence for the wholie wenk hov mucn
more so in rerarﬂ to Shadtos on which Rosh Chodssh is blessed,
whiich is a sgurce of in“icsnce for the whoie cc:inr month.
- Clearly this ons Shabﬁos =0 EZne meRth bas a sseeial sa.gﬁificanc_.
andé a special ceasure of Torz> study is ez2ilies foar., Mhis is
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in the morning in community, and that later ia the day we should
again gather to hear words of Torah and words of inspiration.

I trust therefore that.as you surely raise no objection to -
the extra prayers which are:said on Shabbos and the longer period
of time required for the service on-Shabbos-Mevorchim, surely
the additional Torah-study, etc.-on thlis .day ‘are similariy-motivates
and there carn be no objectionable reflections-or consideratiens™— ~
involved. s | e
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I may add tnat lnasmuch: as every additionzl effort tn matters

. of Toran and Mitzvoth bring forth additional channels rfor G-d's .

—— -+ Dblessings - *o.oneis.sall and to . 507 thg.memberz of the-famdlse, . 7
: ‘the whols family thus bemefits:from it, directly or indirectly.

Needless to 'say, everything has to be deal: with in the R
ways of pleasantnmess and peace, .and this snould not be difficult
‘considering the important points mentioned above, about wahich
there can hardly be any difference of oplnicn.

Having heard, also, that you have both brought sacrifices
for Shabbos observance and the proper Jewish education of your
caildren, I am sure you will nave no difficulty in explaining
o all concerned-the circumstances involved, and will also.suitably
encourace your son David. : . - Sl ' : _
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- _-__ Wi th blessinm* WW

Wit best g'hanul—ca.h wi staes, -and
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