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Elesgsing and Greeting:

I recelved your letter, in which you describe your economic
circumsgdtances, and certain other conditions, which are the causes
of dissatisfaction and lack of spiritusal Eﬂh.ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬁn. ML

If you have & copy of your letter,; and will Pe-read it again
in a more objective frame of mind, I ‘liiink you willl come to the
conelusion that human 1life on this earth unfortunately 1= not free
frem varlous factors which btring about unhappiness; and that this

1s nndversal, though the causes wary: 1o some cases 1t 1s chlldrenm,
in others - health, in still others - Parnosso, and so on., To g0
through life in complete happiness, ls not destined for man, One
of the basie things, however, is to have a clear vision on the
fundamental issues, and te cultivate attitudes. You surely know
the explamation of the words "baShomaim mima'al ve'al ho'orets
mitachas,” that in heavenly (spiritual) matters one should book "upl
comparing oneself to one who iz on a higher spiritual plane and
gtrive to attain it, while in earthly matters one should see the
less fortunate, and thus better appreciate the blessings of the
Creator and Master of the world.

It is diffienlt at this time before Rosh Hashanah to elaborate
on the gbove, But I trust with your tralning up'brl.ngit? and back=-
ground, the above few lines will suffice to gf'ﬁ you'food' for further
thﬂugh{. and reflection.

As for the details of ywur letter, 1% should be borne in mind
that the key to self-improvement is not to be found in dwelling upon
the defects of the present sltuation - sinee there 1s ne perfection
in life, but rather in consldering the availabllity of a situation
where the benefits are relatively greater amdl the defects fewer than
in the situation which one desires to change.

The same applies to your husband, It is not a question of ob-
taiming ‘permission' to leave his post. Personally I cannot see whare
he ean find ancther position which should hawe at least the same
maasure of positive aspects, and whers one can be reasomably certaln
that the defeets would net EH any more than at sent, whether of
the ssme nature or not, but egqually fraught wi nervous strain, ete.

Needless to say, I do not advecate resigmetion to the existing
defects, for ome chould bear in mind t & words of our Sages "Ma'alin
b'kodegh," Nor is the solution in glving up the job, btut rather in
trying to improve the conditions, lessen the frietions, and making
the work more efficlent and grnl:if:rll:g.

Wishing you and yours & Keslvo vachasimg/teivo, )
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