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To brethren eéverywhere, and -

- to gzose active in educatién, in
Particular, _

: G-d bless you

Sholom uBrocho:

Insofar as our people as a whole is concerned, the liberation from
Egypt meant the birth of our nation, and the beginning of itg education and
Preparation to receive the Torah, The "Torah" itself-essentially means "instruction"’
for it instruects and educates us in BPUE Wy of life.

As for each individusl parent, Pesach ig o time of "thou shalt tell thy
°hi1d", hence the Haggadah and Seder which form an integral part of the Pesach
celebration ang observance, : ‘

We must bear in mind that our festivals, ang Pesach especially, are associated
with Dumerous laws and customs, the importance of which is not confined to the
time of their performance, inasmuch sg their influence mist extend through the
year, to inspire our day-to-day living,

Important as this is for every Jew, it is much more so for our youths and,
especially, children,

In practice, however, due to various reasons, we fingd that insteagq of
taking advantage of the festival season with a view to intensxfying their
influence on the children,.they, the boys and girls, are inevitably released
frém the Yeshivoth, Yeshivoth—ketanoth and the Talmud-Torahs, not only for thas
festival itself, but also for a number of days_preceding it,

In the "o14 country” the practice of releasing the children for "inter-
termingl" vacation8'("Bein-haZmanim") had no ill effect on their upbringing, gince
the environment, ang particularly the home, wasg replete with g living warm
8Tmogsphere of Yiddishkeit, The purpose of the educational institutions could be
narrowed down to the process of increasing the child's kmowledge of our Torah.

In our time,however, particularly in this country, the Purpose of our
educational institutiom is not merely to disseminate knowledge, but - above




Under our present condftions, therefore, the releasing of the children

during thesge festivals periods in ‘effect deprives them of g vital influence
at a time when they should receive it in the greatesgt degres,

I therefore urge all those who are active in Jewign education, and all
parents in general, to reappraise the situation and take appropiate steps to
remedy the regrettable educationa] losg. I suggest, In particulapr:

(8) To provide an opportunity for the children to meet on
Erev-Yom-Tov, or at least in close Proximity to Yom-Tov, for the
purpose of gping over the laws and customs pertaining to the festival
its meaning, significance and message,

(b) It is Particularly necessary that also during the days of the
festival, at any rate during Chol~Hamoed, teachers ang instruectors
should meet with the children at a suitable time ang place, for the
purpose of taking advantage of these precious days to inspire the
children with the spirit of the festival and itg translation in

and means can surely be found to overcome them, singe the meeting place
need. not necessarily be the Yeshivah'premises,'nor is it essential for
this purpose to adhere strictly to age Eroups or classes, and their

: ‘e) I urge Jewish parents not to rely entirely on the educational
institutions,'bearing in mind the influence of the environment to which
the child is exgosed during his vacation; on the other hand, the child's
absence from school imposes a soeetsal obligation on the parent, at <the

same time giving him also a rafe opportunity for the parental guidance
-and training, ' ;

May G-d help us gather all Jewigh boys and girls, irrespective to which

- of the four categories mentioned in the Haggadah they belong at present, so

children, hasten the final gathering of ‘the exileg of all our people and our
true and complete Redemption, through our Rightous Messgiah,

fith the blessing of o kosher
and happy Pesach

signed fienachem Schneerson/
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