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Congruence of Belief and Action

By the Grece of G=d
3rd Elul, 5715

Brooklyn, H.Y,

Creeting and Blessings

I received your letter of August 2 and emolosure, for which reseipt is emclosed from
our Bikkur Cholim, end may the merit of it stamd you in good stead for the Lmirow-
ments in your healths As requésted, I will remember you in prayer when visiting the
Holy resting place of my Father-in-law, of saintly memory.

Needless to ssy, you need mot apologize for the amount of the domation, for in this
case it is not the amount itself that is essential, but the senbiment and strong
faith in G-d and in His commendments that a Mitgvah in gemoral and Tgdolsh in parti-
cular has a good influemee also on the materlal aspects of life, and the stronger the
faith, the soomer one sees that it 1s jJustified.

In this connection, I consider it my duby Go refer to another pert of your letier which
seons to be highly incounsistemb, If you consider the slmighty to be the Master of the
viorld with regard to life and other materisl aspetts, and since you know what is written
in the Bible with regard to Sabbath observence, it is surely inconsistent on your part
to think that G=d can gilve Parnosso only ia such a way, which is comtradigtory to G-d's
cormandments of Sabbath observanse. I am &ll the more surprised, gince you atbend
college, which indicates that you wish to lead an intellectual end logieal life, yeb
your action is quite the opposite to logie and eyen gommonsenss.

I know that questions ere ralsed in this gomection as o the fact that othor psople,

who do not observe the Sabbath, still seem %o carm more moneye But the answep is alse
olear; first, it is possible that if that person were observing the Sabbath, he might
do much botter; segond, and this is the important thing, money is not an end in itself,
but & means, and the important thing is that it be spent on good and healthy thingse

It is understandable that in orfier that the Jew may observe the Divine Commaniments oub
of love for G=d, not out of seliggh reasons, tho world kas been so arranged that pun=-
ishment for transgression should not be swift in coming, otherwise there would be no
room for freedom of ghoice, Therefors, G-d Tho is lonz&ufforingy wants the person to
recognize the truth through conviction and freedsm of choice, rather than by the orack
of the whip, As a result many yesrs might pess, sometimes, oven generations, wmtil
retribution catches up with the offender or his offspring, since childrem are & sontin-
uation of the parentse

I do not want to emlarge further on this question, especially as you are already ina
somewhat depressed state of mind, But I hope that the above few lines will suffice to
make you reflect and consider the above and draw the right omolusions, mamely, that
the happiness of the Jew and the meubers of his family, and the happiness of any
oreature, lies in following the Way set down the Creator, since He alone knows the
ocomplete agoount of everybhing that is involved, and {herefore the Way of Life He sets
before us 4s the true and happy one in the fullest sense.

With prayerful wishes that you may bave good mews %0 reporte
With Blessing, (sl
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