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By the Crace of G=4
Rosh CHodesh Cheshvan
5715, Brooklyn, N.Y,

Dear Mr.

I received the publication 'Main Currents in Modern Thought,’
in which your article appeared., As no writing accompanied it,
I assume that everything is wall with you and your children.

Presumably, the purpose of sending me the sald Journal was to
receive my reaction, and a sincere and {rank reaction at that.
Hence I trust you will not take exception to my remarks.

Lst me {llustrate my reactlon by the following hypothetieal
situation. Suppose that a great mathematiclan is living in a
neighborhood where people are destitute and starving. Suppose,
further, that this mathemetician devotes himsel? entirely to
the pursuit of his studies, which in itself may be commendable
enough as & means to inteliaotnal perfection. But, clearly
under the circumstances it 1s not his immediate persomal obli-
gation, nor is it the command of the hour generally. -

Similarly, I say, with all due respect and intending ne offerse,
G-d forbid, there are around us everyvhere tens of thousands and
hundreds of thousands of Jewish children, childéren by virtue of
age, or 'criildren' in terms of knowledge, who are starving for
spiritual nourishment, and whose souls are erying out from their
innermost recessess: 5,0,5. Rere is a truly life-saving obligation,
since the Jew's 1life is inseparably bound wp with his souree in
the Torah, given with the Revelation at Sinal. I cannot help
thinking,%harafore, that 1t is the commnd of the hour generally
and yowr persomal mission in particular - as you have often hearé
from ny father-in~law of saintly memory - to attend first ard
foremost to this inner soul-cry of these spiritually destituts
Jewish children,.

Needless to say, this is not infended to minimize whatever hel

may be rendered to mankind as a vhole, But as in the private life
of every person, his first obligation is to itm suppart his wife
children and parents, and his secondary ebligation to others, which
is understandable enough, since they are his immediats kin, and he
is also compensated by thes in many ways; so in the case of one's
fanily in a wider sense - his own people. Furthermore, the saying
of our Sages is well known to the effect that ons's obligation is
comnensurate with one's ability, and as the Mishnah rules - a wealthy
n:n‘ﬁingiw & poor man'sg ofraring iz not deemed to have offered
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I repeat, I trust you will excuse me for my frank#
remarks, especially as they wlill not come to you as a
surprise, since you have heard them many times from my
father-in-law of saintly memory.

To continue with some encouraging news, you will be glad
to hear that the appeal which reached us several years ago
from North Africa, has not remained unheeded. To the best of
our ability we have answered the call and have been able to
provide Jewish education for some 4000 children so far, not
without much effort, indebtedness, ete, We realize the in-
adequacy, however, and we are constantly striving to extend
our services,

May I conclude with the blessing, which my father-in-law
used to give at this time of the year, for a healthy winter
both materially and spiritually, inseparable in the whole of
nature and evident Xxxkm so in éhe Jevw,

Cordially yours,




