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In reply to your request for ) message in connectlon with Chanu-
kah, in view of your recent visit I trust I may regard our con-

versation on that occasion as having, in part at least, satlsfled :
your request

However, inasmuch as Chanuﬂah extends to the beglnnlnb of thid
week, belonging to the weekly Sidrah of Vayyigash, I take this
oPportunity to convey to you a thought apropos of this Sidrah
which may serve as a Message not only for the festival of "Dedl-
cation,” but which 1is also of fundamentel significance in our

daily life,,

The Sidrah of Vayyigash contains the climax of the story of Joseph
and his brothers.

Joseph, as you no doubt recall, had been torn from his happy home
in the Holy Land and dellvered into slavery in Egypt. However,
he overcomes all trials and temptations, being guided by the high
moral code which he brought along with hlm.from his home. Event-
ually, he emerges as the Grand Vizier and ruler of all Egypt, who
saves not only his brothers from famine, but also all Egypt and
- the world around. When finally his identity is revealed to his
brothers, he tells them - and herein lies the key to the great
and mysterious drama - not to feel sorry for all that had befallen
h:Lm,' "for G-d has sent me as a sustenance to you."

' There is a profound message in these words for all humanity, and
for Jews in particular. The whole episode may serve as an illust-
ration and answer to the mystery of our life on this earth.

It 1s man's soul that represents the essentlial part of his exist-
ence, The soul, which is a "part of G-d above," is torn from its
heavenly abode, its real "iHoly Land," and sent down to the earth=

ly and corporeal world (its ”hgypt"i, where it becomes largely
enslaved by the physical body. - | :

| Needless to say, the purpose of it 1is no*" to torture Ene soul.

_ The soul is sent down to be e "Joseph" who both in slaveny and
glory remalns loyal to his fatherly home in the "Holy Land g SN T
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, - L - of slavery are vom-
broken, the soul-Joseph becomes Ruler of "Egypt“-bodyy

L ¢ s and the Divine goal is thus fully
attained.




