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the Graco of G-d
11 Tishrei 5712
Brook}.yn. NoYe

In reply to your lotber and questions countained therein:

I, Re the apparent contradiction between the Omniscinecs of G-d
and man's Free Will (or choice of action), there is a whole literature
dealing with the subjest, and it is dmpossidle Yo give an outline of it
in the course of & letter. 1 would refer you, at least, to the Rombam
(Hilechoth Teshivuh, ¢h 5 ). However, 1 canuct leave without some an-
swer, so I will sztete very brielly:

G-d's foreknowledge 1s po contradiction to man's free cholee.
That could be a contradiction to fres choice is compulslicn, not know-
ledges Henoe, a foreknowlodge that is not conpddling oir forcing, is
in no way a limitation on sne's Ire2 cholcey of actlon.

I will oite two 1llustratlons., First, usuuming that there
are msn with propheting knowledg:, their forecast concerning certain
people does not compel thea %o ack in a certaln wey and does not rod
them of their free choloe of acticn,

Seconily, as you know, 3=d i3 not sub%eot %o time, and the

past, present ani futurs is all tlvsqéfma 4o Him (e Was, Is, and Will

be, all in Ons). It follows, that, G-d'h future is like the past, and

as knowledge of a past astion s no contrsdiction to free cholee, so

‘ is His knowledge ofa fu action. In other wordes G~d lmows the

Mamb ~  thoughts of man and his' deolsions, and Mmowladge does not rob man
m— of thinking and deciding how to act,

1I. Re your quastion as to my opinion of the theory of Evolution,
You do not mention what Evolution you are referring to. Presumably
the evolution of wvegetable and animal life.

¥y opinion 1s, as stated in the Torah, that during the Six
Days of Creation, G-d created the Four Kinpdoms (minerals, vegetation,
e.nﬁml and man) independently of each other, Our Sages have enlarged
N upon ‘this gquestion in detailJ Bowever, this Creation does not deny
W the possibility of evolution wdithin each partioular spesies through
% various mutations.

I11. With regard to your question conscerning the role of Aggadah in
the Talmid, particularly those dealing with medicins, I want to point out
that you are touch upon two distinct questions: Aggedah in the Talmud,
and Medioine in the Talmud,

As to Aggadeh, not all Aggadoth can be treated equally. In the
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/;cus editions of Ein Yaakov you will find how our Sages classify the
Aggadoth of the Talmd,

As the question of Medicine in the Talmud, they aure not at all
as fentastic as they may appear. As a matter of fact, many medical sug-
gestions in the Talmud have besn confirmwd in recent years as to thelr
therapeuting walue, although medieal science had long derided them.

Gen°mlly speaking, however, inasmuch as the nature of the human
orpanicn has undergzone many clu.lges since those days, lhe medical sdvice
conbained in the Talmd cannot be applied nowad&ys. But it is ciuite cer-
tain that in their days the resedies were quite cffoective.
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FYor roferonces cemsult: Tosefoth liced~lichon lla W

Losef-Mishnal, ch.4 of Hilechoth Decth, oh.l8, and the scurces mentioned

in Sdei-Chemed, vol, of Kelolim, under "R"™ x1ui 54, viere it is stated

thet cdue to physicel and elimatic changes, mediccl treatment end remedies
of o0ld nc longer hold good generally,

. In the Ristory of Hedical Sclencs murny illuetrations ere cited
"us to chrnges in buth in man's sasceriibility to disease und tred ment,

the develozment of virus etted , new discaces, ete. There iz guite =
literature on the subjsct, and there is no necd for me to enlarge upon this
subject.,

1 an surprised that you lo mol rention in your letbver anything.
about your activities in influencing c¢thers tw Lring then nearer to Torah
and Yiddishkeit, which sorves also to stréngthen one's own convictions,

With blossing,
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