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Nissan 13, 5986
April 14, 1946

Mro Juline Stulman,

My dear irs Stulman:

On the ogeasion of your fortheoming birthday on the secom
day of Pasach (Niesan 16, corrssponding to April 11, 1906), I taks
great plesmeure in oxtending ¥o you in behalf of the Herkos L'Inyoned
Chinuch and in my own pame, our heartfslt bleseings for your and
your family’s welfars and happiness, spiritual and mterial.

There 1z a special Mitzvah connected with the day on which
you were born which, during the time when the Beth Hamikdosh was in
existence in Jorusddem, was carried out in deed, but which is now
carrisd out in spirit only. This special iitzvah is the Hitzvah of
the “omer” = a certain measure of the nmewly harvested barley crop
braught to0 the Beth HamkRdosh as a thanksgiving offering on hebalf
of all the psople of Israsle It was only after this offering Mad
baen brought to the Beih Hamikdoeh that the new harvest was permitied
to bo enjoyed by all the people. (This is the only oceasion when an
offering of barley was made on behalf of all the people).

The pignificance of this Mitzvah may be briefly cutlined as
follows:

Barley is primrily a crop used for fodder (unlike wheat
which is the staple ¢rop used for human food)s In the spring month
of Nissan, the month of the barley harvest (in Palestine and sure
rounding lands), when mature seemingly comes daek to life with all
ite physical forces, we Jews colebrats our Festival of Liberation
from physical bondage. Significantly, this celebration is followed
{mmediately on the sescond day by the iHitsvah of the “"Omer®. This
gesture asans the following: We know that we have two souls within us,
the "animal® soul and the "divine” eoul. But before we allow cur
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phyeical body and "animal® soul to enjoy the new harvest (all
material thinge), we offer the first Omer as & thanksgiving to
G-d, This ie not merely en expressien of gratitude, but also
an indication of our realisation that G=d hae firet e¢laim upon
our mterial possessions., The faet that the "Omer" was a smll
measurs goee to chow quantity is not always of primary iaport-
ance here, but rether the spirit and joy that lie behind the
fulfillment of thies Hitsvah.

Ag for the reward of this Mitazvah, our Sagee have said:
"Pesach is the time of the harveet) said G~d to Israel, 'Bring
Me one Omer of Pesa¢h so that your erops im the field may be
bleseed.'"” S50 we see that G~d's bleseing is immeacurably great~
er than the little saerifice which we are 2skaed to bring by
the fulfillment of G-d's command.

On your birthday, the day of the bringing of the Omer,
I wish you that the significance of this ualque Mitzvah and iis
reward find expression in your daily life in full measure, both
spiritually and mterially.
Wishing you and yours a koeher and happy Passover,
I remin,

Very esincerely yours,

Rabbi Mendel Schneerson
Chairman, Executive Committee
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