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INTRODUCTION

LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS

Language is one of the most fundamental aspects of human behaviour
and the development of language into a refined instzument of expression
and communication is probably man’s greatest achievement. Linguistics
is the study of language in all its forms, and is thus of direct relevance
to all users of language. Every human being is born into a speech
community and uses language throughout his whole life: in this sense
everyone is a linguist.

Language studies have a long history, dating back at least as far as
the Ancient Indian and Greek grammarians, yet modern linguistics is a
young subject, applying rigorous scientific methods in a field which,
at any rate since the Middle Ages, has been the domain of philosophical
speculations and prescriptive value judgments. The application of
linguistics to problems in related practical fields, e.g. language teach-
ing, is even younger. There is still a certain mistrust of linguistics in
some quarters, which is perhaps a reflection on the way the early
scholars of modern linguistics put forward their ideas rather than on the
ideas themselves. Be this as it may, it is now true that all linguistic
studies, both theoretical and applied, are gaining recognition as aca-
demic disciplines in their own right and no one interested in languages,
from the general reader to the teacher or communications engineer,
can afford to ignore them.

The linguistic sciences are concerned with the way speech scunds
are produced and transmitted, the way speech sounds operate in a
system to produce meaningful utterances, and the way in which gram-
matical forms and vocabulary items are used in different varieties of
language. Such studies may be confined to a particular speech com-
munity at one stage in its history, or they may transcend the boundaries
of geography and time to include historical and comparative studies as
wel] as investigations into the nature of language in general.

vii



THE PURPOSE OF THIS DICTIONARY

The rapid development of all branches of language studies has led
to a widespread and growing interest in the activities of the linguist.
At the same time many new terms have been introduced which are
often confusing to the beginner and specialist alike. Linguists have to
use language to describe language, which is difficult enough, but the
compiler of a dictionary of linguistics has to use language to describe
the language used to describe language, which is an even more difficult
task. Attempts have been made to present and explain these complexi-
ties of linguistic terminology, but such glossaries are often out of date,
too specialised, or inaccessible to the English reader. (— Appendix 2,
Bibliography, Section 1.)

There is therefore a growing need for a dictionary which will explain
the many new terms and at the same time relate the new approaches
and concepts to the already familiar traditional grammatical termin-
ology. It is hoped that this Dictionary of Language and Linguistics will
be of help to students of linguistics and language teachers, including
teachers of English as a foreign language, and to all those, whatever
their fields, who are interested in the study of language.

Increasingly, linguists ‘apply’ themselves to practical problems such
as translation, language teaching, communication technology and
lexicography, whose practitioners in turn are interested in what linguistic
knowledge has to offer them. Growing inter-disciplinary research,
e.g. between linguists, psychologists, computer experts, sociologists,
etc,, calls for an elementary explanation of the most fundamental
concepts under discussion.

NOTES ON COMPILATION

A few remarks seem appropriate to explain the basic methodological
problems involved in writing this Dictionary, particularly the justifica-
tion of its contents. What has been included and what had to be left
out depended on a definition of the scope and coverage attempted.
The first and most important criterion for selecting entries was a
general consensus of opinion among linguists. This consideration called
for a fairly detailed treatment of basic concepts, although it will be
obvious that linguists are not even agreed on such fundamental ideas as
LANGUAGE, GRAMMAR and WORD. Linguists, grammarians
and phoneticians have always been prolific innovators of metaphorical
expressions, an understandable and perhaps forgivable fact in a field
so all-embracing as language. Some terms have been used to designate
different concepts, e.g. ACCENT with the meaning of ‘stress’, ‘diacritic
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mark’, ‘non-standard speech’, while some concepts are known under
different names, e.g. ‘a feature of meaning’ as SEMEME, SEMANTIC
COMPONENT, PLEREME.

Although linguists agree on certain basic concepts, they are not
usually willing to standardise terminology, a difficulty which also
besets other disciplines. In a rapidly growing field this creates additional
problems for the uninitiated. One should bear in mind that neither
special terminologies nor language as a whole can be considered static.
Any effort on the part of the compilers to lay down rules for the
‘correct’ use of terms is destined to fail, except where such codification
has been achieved by the experts themselves, e.g. in certain branches of
acoustic phonetics.

In selecting entries for inclusion in this Dictionary we have tried to
bring together representative samples of terminology from the various
branches of linguistic scholarship, e.g. PHONETICS, SEMANTICS,
SYNTAX, as well as the approaches and methods used, e.g. SYN-
CHRONIC, HISTORICAL, BRITISH LINGUISTICS. The major
language types have been included under such headings as: AGGLU-
TINATIVE, INFLECTED, ANALYTIC LANGUAGE, as well as the
words used in describing them: traditional terms such as SUBJECT,
PREDICATE, NOMINATIVE, and newer terms such as TRANS-
FORMATION, DISTINCTIVE FEATURE, HEAD WORD. Defini-
tions are also given of the major varieties of language, both spoken
and written, e.g. DIALECT, STYLE, REGISTER. In addition, the
more important notions from related and applied fields are repre-
sented, e.g. from various branches of applied linguistics (LAN-
GUAGE LABORATORY, MACHINE TRANSLATION, SPEECH
THERAPY).

On the other hand, we have excluded general non-technical terms
about which adequate information can be found in a good general
dictionary. Foreign words have been excluded except in cases where
they are in wide use, e.g. UMLAUT, SANDHI, LANGUE and
PAROLE. d

The varied potential readership of this Dictionary demanded that the
notion of the ‘common core’ of widely accepted terminology be
extended to selected terms from specialised but important theories and
branches of linguistics. Thus we have provided entries on various
‘schools’ such as TRANSFORMATIONAL-GENERATIVE GRAM-
MAR, SYSTEMIC GRAMMAR, TAGMEMICS together with the
most basic concepts associated with them. Just as there is a danger of
‘simplification’ in presenting commonly used terms, it is impossible to
avoid ‘technicality’ and (to a certain extent) ‘circularity’ in the rarer
terms.
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Whilst most of the entries in this Dictionary are of an introductory
nature, it is not intended to replace a textbook. Indeed it is hoped that
with the help of the bibliographical references the more serious student
will find himself guided towards the right textbook for more detailed
studies.

Another major difficulty lies in the arrangement of entries. Some
compromise had to be reached between the extremes of a smaller
number of general entries (incorporating as much information as
possible related to the topic in question) and a large number of indi-
vidual entries (giving only a brief definition of that particular term and
its reference). The general principle adopted was that whenever a set
of terms is mutually defining, all related terms were brought together
in a single article. Thus the entry STOP includes several types of
speech sounds, SIMPLE STOP, COMPLEX STOP, etc. which are
referred to the main heading STOP. When a term has an obviously
technical sense - by itself, e.g. UNIT NOUN, certain information is
duplicated in botn the individual entry and the joint entry NOUN.
Terms with different senses are defined separately andfor cross-
referenced to an appropriate head word, e.g. CENTRE, BASE, etc.
Where necessary an entry assigns a term to the field to which it belongs,
e.g. SPECTRAL ANALYSIS is part of phonetics. Within each entry
the arrangement is from the older or traditional to the contemporary
usage, and from the general to the specific sense. Where there is dis-
agreement or controversy about a concept, this is indicated, e.g.
PHONEME. Related terms are marked by means of cross-references,
e.g. PHONEMICS, ALLOPHONE, etc. Entries giving details of
individual languages have not been inciuded in the main body of the
work, but an appendix has been added listing the major languages of
the world, grouped according to families. Biographical details of
individual linguists are not given, but entrics on major schools in
linguistics have been included.

DIRECTIONS FOR THE USE OF THIS DICTIONARY

(1) Alphabetic order is based upon the first word of a compound, thus
PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION occurs before PHONETICS.
(2) Compound terms may be given in full form, e.g. COMPLEX
WORD, but more often than not refer the reader to a more com-
prehensive entry, e.g. COMPLEX STOP — STOP. Alternative

terms are listed at the end of the entry.

(3) Cross references are indicated by means of an arrow: -+, which is
the equivalent of ‘see’. Other symbols and conventions used are
explained in the list on pages xvii-xviii.
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(4) Examples are given in italics; translations and glosses in single
quotation marks. Double quotation marks are reserved for actual
quotations. Phonetic transcriptions are in accordance with the
International Phonetic Alphabet ( — chart pages 262-263).

(5) A number in brackets at the end of an entry, whether alone or
with the name of an author, is a reference to the appropriate section
of the Bibliography, pages 277-302. Thus (8.21 Barber) refers to
Linguistic Change in Present-day English by C. L. Barber, listed in
Section 8.21 of the Bibliography. A great deal of new and specialised
material in linguistics appears in article form in journals; for this
reason a separate list of journals has been included in the Biblio-
graphy.

«6) All languages mentioned in the entries are listed in their family
groups in Appendix 1, pages 267-276.

(7) A typical entry will contain:

@

(b)

©

(d)

©

a general definition, which is an interpretation of the concept
in question. Thus the entry ARTICULATION begins: ‘The
production of speech sounds by the movement of the organs of
speech’;

a further specification to classify or subdivide the general
definition. Thus the entry ARTICULATION continues by
making reference to the ‘movable speech organs’ and ‘the parts
of the vocal tract which cannot move’;

cross-references show the relationship of the term to other
terms within the system. Thus in the entry ARTICULATION,
cross-references are made to — ORGANS OF SPEECH,
— POINTS OF ARTICULATION and — MANNER OF
ARTICULATION;

examples, wherever possible from English or other Indo-
European languages, to illustrate the definition, e.g. the initial
sound of the word coal io illustrate CO-ARTICULATION;
bibliographical references, at the end of the more important
entries, to indicate where further detailed information can be
obtained. The name of an author in the bibliographical reference
does not necessarily imply that this author coined the term in
question, but simply that more information about this concept
or related fields can be found in his work. Entries without
bibliographical references explain general terms contained in
most introductory textbooks.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
USED IN LINGUISTICS

A adjunct,
affirmation (stress),
affix (morpheme)

AP adjective phrase

abl ablative (case)

acc accusative (case)

act active (voice)

Adj adjective

Adv adverb(ial)

Af affix (morpheme)

Art article

Aux auxiliary (verb)

B base (morpheme)

C common (noun),
consonant,
complement

cap capital (letter)

CD complementary distribution

cl clause

coll colloquial (style)

comp .

compar} comparative (degree)

comp complement

cond conditional (tense)

conj conjunction

cps cycles per second/Hertz

{D} past tense (morpheme)

d deictic (modifier)

dat dative (case)

db decibel

decl declension

def definite (article)

del deletion

g:xonstr} demonstrative (pronoun)

Det determiner

dial dialect

dim diminutive (affix)
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diph diphthong

dir direct (object)
g::ju nct} disjunctive (pronoun)
E east (e.g. E-Germanic)
e empbhatic (adverb)
etym etymology
gem} feminine (gender)
fam familiar (style)
fig figurative (expression)
fut future (tense)
gen genitive (case)
H head (word)
hist historical
I initial
1A Indo-Aryan
IC immediate constituent
me } imperative (mood, sentence)
imper ’
imperf imperfect (tense)
impers impersonal (verb)
indef indefinite (article)
;Egic} indicative (mood)
;ggir} indirect (object)
infin infinitive (mood)
insep inseparable (prefix)
instr instrumental (case)
Int intensifier
Interj interjection
}E:Z;rog} interrogative (pronoun, sentence)
]intrans} intransitive (verb)
IPA International Phonetic Alphabet
irreg irregular (verb)
ITA Initial Teaching Alphabet
K consonantal (element of syllable)
L language,
lexical rule
1 linking (verb)
lit literal (meaning)
} } locative (case, adverb)
oc
M modal (verb),

middle (e.g. M—English),
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M

m
masc

Mn
Mod

MT
MV

n

nt }
neg
nom

N gp
NM
NP
nondef

§No
(o)

{0}, {9}
obj

perf
plup
pluperf }
pos

pos
poss}

;r'on}

pre

morphological rule
masculine (gender)

modern (e.g. Mn-English)
modal (verb),

modifier

machine transiation

main verb

noun,

new (e.g. N-English),
numeral,

north (e.g. N-Germanic),
nucleus (of syllable)

neuter (gender)

negative (verb form)
nominative (case)

nominal group

noun modifier

noun phrase

non-definite (article)

number marker

old (e.g. O-English)

zero (morpheme)

object

proto (e.g. P-Indc-European),
predicator/predicate,

phrase structure rule
pretonic (element of syllable)

person

plural (number)

participle

past participle
philology
perfect (tense)

pluperfect (tense)
positive (degree)

possessive (pronoun)

pronoun
before (e.g. pre-Old English)

xy



subjunct
subord
subst
suff
super
syl

syn

T

t

TL
transl
A%

Vo)
voc

VP
w

wh
{Z}

preposition(al)

present (tense)
preterite (tense)
principal (clause)
proper (noun)

particle

qualifier

reflexive (pronoun)
regular (verb)

relative (pronoun)
received pronunciation
sentence,

south (e.g. S-Germanic)

singular (number)

subject

separable (prefix)
slang

source language
sentence modifier
specifier
subordinator
subjunctive (mood)
subordinate (clause)
substantive

suffix

superlative (degree)
syllable

synonym
transformation rule
tonic (element- of syllable),
transitive (verb)
target language
translation

vowel

verb

vocative (case),
vocabulary

verb phrase

west (e.g. W-Germanic)
interrogative (pronoun)
plural (morpheme)
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LIST OF SYMBOLS
AND CONVENTIONS USED IN
LINGUISTIC STUDIES

[ 1 ‘square brackets’ enclose phonetic items, allophones, e.g.
[fizp]

- ‘hyphen’ indicates position of phonetic item in word, e.g. [-n]
in man

‘colon’ indicates opposition, e.g. [p}:[b], [t]:[d]
to~ Ve~ o ‘diacritic marks’
silence, pause

!/ ‘slant lines’, ‘slant brackets’, ‘bars’ enclose phonological items,
phonemes, foot boundary, e.g. /fi:p/

/) tone-group boundary

1,2,3, etc. tone, pitch level

___ /7 4 rising intonation

T\__ { falling intonation

_—> level intonation

aF ‘plus juncture’ indicates open transition

|l ‘double bar’ juncture

# ‘double cross’ juncture

i ‘double asterisks’ enclese morpho-phonemic items

~ phonological contrast

{3} ‘wing brackets’, ‘braces’ enciose grammatical forms, e.g.

plural morpheme {-s} or syllable structure
+ ‘plus sign’ indicates morpheme boundary, e.g. man+ly
| group boundary
[l clause boundary
1l sentence boundary

(@) included clause

Xvii



¢

italics

‘asterisk’ indicates ungrammatical or unacceptable form;
reconstructed or hypothetical form

‘angle brackets’ enclose graphic symbols, e.g. graphemes
quotes of utterances in conventional speliing
developed to. .., becomes..., is greater than
developed from. .., from.. ., is less than

‘glosses’ enclose meaning of lexical item or translation
phrase structure arrow meaning ‘rewrite as’. . .
transformation rule arrow meaning ‘transform into’
equals, identical with

is not equal, is not identical with

Zero

is a member of

is not a member of

is included in

includes

is not included in

does not include

equivalence

in union with

intersects with

xviii



Abbreviation

A

ABBREVIATION The shorten-
ing of certain forms of the language
to reduce the time and effort spent on
their use, both in speech and in
writing. ACRONYMs are words formed
from the initial letters of the words
in a phrase, e.g. NATO from North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, CLIPPED
wORDs are formed by retaining only
part (usually the first syllable) of the
original word, e.g. lab from labora-
tory, and CONTRACTIONS are formed
by dropping part of the word or
phrase, e.g. you’d from you would.

ABBREVIATION, LAW OF -
Zipf’s law.

ABERRANT A linguistic ele-
ment which deviates from the gram-
matical pattern typical of its class,
e.g. in English the nouns oxen and
children have an irregular plural end-
ing.

ABLATIVE A — case form in

some inflected languages, e.g. Latin,
often indicating such adverbial fea-

fures as t%ganner or place of an
-action or thednstrument with which
it is carried out (- instrumental),
e.g. “Dente lupus cornu taurus petit”
(Horace) ‘The wolf attacks with his
teeth, the bull with his horns’;
Aegypto advenio domum ‘I arrive
home from Egypt’. Prepositions may
also govern the ablative, e.g. Latin
magna cum laude ‘with great renown’.
In Latin the ablative is also used in
the predicate after certain verbs such
as utor ‘to use’, fungor ‘to perform’.
Finno-Ugric languages also have an
ablative case usually denoting place.

Absolute Construction

ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE 1In
Latin grammar the use of an —
absolute construction consisting of a
participle and a noun, both in the
ablative case, e.g. ““Regibus exactis
consules creati sunt” (Livius) ‘Kings
having been abolished, consuls were
elected’.

ABLAUT - Vowel gradation.

ABNORMAL VOWEL - Neu-
tral vowel.

ABRIDGED CLAUSE A name
given by some grammarians to a
structure which functions as a —
clause but which does not contain a
finite verb, e.g. Enihusiastic about the
class, John. ..

ABRUPT or INTERRUPTED ver-
sus CONTINUANT One of the
basic oppositions in — distinctive
feature phonology based on the
analysis of a — spectrogram. ‘Abrupt’
indicates silence followed or pre-
ceded by a sudden spread of energy
or rapid transition of vowel — form-
ants as opposed to absence of rapid
transition or sudden burst. In arti-
culatory terms abrupt indicates rapid
closure or opening of the vocal
tract, e.g. to produce -> stop cor-
sonants. Apart from stop consonants
such sounds as a trilled or flapped
/r/ have the feature abrupt, whereas
sounds such as fricatives and /l/ have
the feature ‘continuant’.

ABSOLUTE CCNSTRUCTION
A structure isolated from the - main
sentence by intonation or commas.
An example of such a construction in
English is the gerundial phrase in
Weather permitting, we shall go.



Absolute Phrase

Alternative terms: nominative abso-
lute, dangling ‘participle, absolute
phrase. > sentence modifier, in-
cluded position.

ABSOLUTE PHRASE - Abso-
hate construction.

ABSORPTION - Assimilation
resulting in the loss of a sound, e.g.
immobile from in + mobile, or Latin
quindecim < *quinque decem.

ABSTRACT NOUN A noun re-
ferring to a non-material concept,
€.g. happiness or courage. It rarely
takes a determiner such as a or the,
and if used in the plural the meaning
may be changed, e.g. kindness:kind-
nesses. — concrete noun.

ABSTRACT SOUND A speech
sound or > phoneme which is
generalised from a — concrete sound
by disregarding all dialectal or
ideolectal variants, e.g. the English
phoneme /r/ as an abstraction from
the free variants [1] fricative or [f]
flap.

ABSTRACTION The process or
result of forming a theoretical con-
cept which has no concrete identity
but which is based upen observation
and classification of concrete events.
E.g. the concept of phoneme is an
abstraction  based upon observation
of the form and behaviour of speech
sounds. The phoneme has no physi-
cal identity but is represented in a
‘given environment by a speech sound
or — allophone. — categorisation.

ABUSIVE LANGUAGE The use
of a word or phrase outside its
normal - semantic range, e.g. the
name of an animal applied to human
beings, with insulting connotations.
-» vulgar.

Acceptability

ACCENT (a) The phonological
feature of relatively high — stress, -
pitch or — duration. (b) Alternative
term for — diacritic mark. (¢) A
variety of a language differing from
the — standard, particularly in pro-
nunciation, e.g. in regional or social
dialects or in the speech of foreigners.

ACCENTOLOGY The systema-
tic study of — stress.

ACCENTUAL SYSTEM The —
stress and/or pitch system of a
language.

ACCENTUAL UNIT A stretch
of speech containing one primary —
stress, e.g. a single word such as
inventory ['invantri] or a phrase such
as give it him ['giv it um].

ACCENTUATION - Stress.

ACCEPTABILITY Information
as to whether or not a native speaker
regards an utterance as correct or
appropriate is of particular interest
in linguistics, particularly in a —
generative grammar, the rules of
which are intended to specify all well-
formed sentences and no others of
the language in question. Occasion-
ally linguists design elicitation tests
to determine whether or not a
particular utterance is regarded as
ACCEPTABLE to an informant. A dis-
tinction is often made between
grammatical acceptability, i.e.
whether an utterance conforms to the
syntactic conventions, and semantic
acceptability, i.e. whether an utter-
ance has — meaning in a particular
context. Forms quoted as unaccept-
able for one reason or another may
be marked with an asterisk (*) and



Acceptable

called asterisk forms. -~ Grammati-
cality, correctness, nonsense form.
(2.3 Quirk-Svartik).

ACCEPTABLE - Acceptability.

ACCESSORY VERB - Auxili-
ary verb.

ACCIDENCE The system and
study of alterations in word form,
often by the addition of affixes, to
differentiate such grammatical cate-
gories as — case, —> tense, — gender,
— number, e.g. Latin pater, patris,
patrem . . .; English go, went, gone
or make, made, making. — inflexion.

ACCOMMODATION Partial -
assimilation of adjacent speech
sounds in conformity with the
phonemic pattern of the language,
e.g. early Latin *ag-tos> actus,
where [g] is devoiced under the
influence of the [t].

ACCOUNTABILITY A prin-
ciple of - linguistic analysis which
demands that all features of an actual
or potential utterance must be made
explicit in the description of the
language. This is usually done by
setting up units such as phonemes,
morphemes, or sentences. Utter-
ances are then said to be realisations
of or reducible to these units at
various levels of analysis. (4.2 Chom-
sky).

ACCULTURATION The pro-
cess or result of cultural and lin-
guistic contact between members of
two speech communities, character-
ised by — borrowing of vocabulary
or grammatical patterns, — bilingual-
ism and loan-words, as between
European settlers in North America
and the indigenous population, or
between different ethnic groups, e.g.
the Pennsylvania Dutch of German

Acoustic Phonetics

communities in the Eastern United
States of America. (10.1 Hymes).

ACCUSATIVE A — case form

in_inflected languages denoting that
the word in question is the - object

of a transitive verb, e.g. Latin
agricola colit agros ‘the farmer cul-
tivates the fields’, or is governed by a
certain preposition, e.g. Latin post
mortem ‘after death’. In English
this relationship is often expressed
by word order in the case of nouns,
e.g. the difference beiween The boy
hits the ball and The ball hits the boy
or by a speciai form in the case of
pronouns, e.g. the words Aim and
me in I see him and He sees me. In
some languages the accusative case
may have special adverbial signifi-

cance, e.g. the accusative of time:
German den néchsten Morgen ‘(on
the) next morning’, or accusative of
place: Latin domum ire ‘to go home’.
-> objective pronoun.

ACOUSTIC FEATURES
Characteristics of speech sounds as
analysed in — acoustic phenetics in
terms of pitch or amplitude, or in
phonology in terms of oppositions
such as - compact versus diffuse, >
sharp versus plain, — continuant
versus interrupted, etc.

ACOUSTIC FORMANT -
Formant (a).

ACOUSTIC PHONETICS A
branch of — phonetics which is con-
cerned with the study of the physical
properties of speech “sounds, e.g.

(pitch, frequency and amphtude.
durmg transmission from speaker to
hearer. Recent developments of
electronic and other instrumentation
have improved techniques of obser-
vation, recording and measurement.




Acoustics

- auditory phonetics. Alternative
term: physical phonetics. (3.3 Jakob-

son-Fant—Halle, Joos).

ACQUSTICS A branch of phy-
sics which is concerned with the

properties of sound. - acoustic
phonetics.

ACQUISITION - Language
acquisition.

ACROLOGY - Acropheny.
ACRONYM - Abbreviation.

ACROPHONY The use of a
graphic sign which originally repre-
sented the initial sound or syllable
of a word as a general alphabetic
sign. Thus the second letter of the
Greek alphabet, beta, is allegedly
derived from the Semitic word beth
meaning ‘house’. Alternative term:
Acrology. (7.2 Gelb).

ACTION NOUN A noun denot-
ing an action, e.g. a run; a walk; a
fight; an arrival.

ACTIVE The active — voice.

ACTIVE ARTICULATOR -
Articulator.

ACTIVE CAVITY - Cavity.
ACTIVE VOICE - Voice (b).

ACTOR-ACTION-GOAL The
normal word order in an English
active sentence, where the — subject
(the actor) precedes the — verb (the
action), which precedes the — object
(the goal), e.g. The boy kicks the ball.
A different order is found in some
other languages, e.g. Latin where
case endings indicate these relation-
ships.

Addressee

ACTUALISATION - Realisa-
tion.

ACUTE - Grave vs. acute.

ACUTE ACCENT A - diacritic
mark placed over a vowel in writing
to indicate pitch, stress, or other
qualities, e.g. close vowel in French
flancé or cliché. — grave accent.

ADAM'’S APPLE Popular name
for the front part of the — larynx
which can be seen externally in adult
males as a protruberance at the
front of the throat.

ADAPTATION - Assimilation.

ADAPTATION THEORY The
view that words with similar mean-
ings influence each other’s grammati-
cal form, e.g. kinship words with
suffix -ther such as brother, mother,
father.

ADDITIVE CLAUSE A -
clause which gives additional inform-
ation to a main clause without
modifying or affecting the original
information, e.g. and he sat down in
The visitor came in and he sat down.

ADDRESS Speech directed to-
wards a specific person indicated by
terms relating to a position in the
social hierarchy, e.g. English Mr.,
French Madame, etc., or by —
familiar or - polite forms, e.g.
French ru as opposed to vous ‘you’,
or by special vocative case forms.
Alternative term: allocution.

ADDRESSEE One of the parti-
cipants in a conversation or other
situation of language activity. In the
spoken medium it is the hearer or
auditor, in the written medium the



Adequacy

reader, as opposed to the performer
(speaker or writer). -~ Communica-
tion.

ADEQUACY A principle of lin-
guistic analysis which demands that a
theory must provide the means for
making correct statements about the
empirical facts. In — transforma-
tional-generative grammar a gram-
mar is considered DESCRIPTIVELY
ADEQUATE if it describes correctly the
linguistic intuition of a native speaker
of the language; EXPLANATORY ADE-
QUACY on the other hand means that
it is also in keeping with an appropri-
ate theory of language and language
acquisition. (4.2 Chomsky).

ADHERENT ADJECTIVE -
Attribute.

ADJECTIVAL A name given
by some grammarians to a structure
which functions as an — adjective or,
modifier, before or after a noun, but
which cannot take the normal
inflexions of an adjective, e.g. the
above statement, or A girl spoiled by
her mother is not a good room-mate.

ADJECTIVAL CLAUSE A
— clause functioning as an — adjec-
tive or noun modifier, e.g. I didn’t
like the show (that) we saw last night.
Alternative term: adjective clause.

ADJECTIVE A - part of speech
used to describe or qualify a noun,
either as a fubordinate member of a
noun phrase as in the tall man or
predicatively as in the man is tall. In
English most adjectives can have
three forms: positive, comparative
and superlative, usually formed by
the addition of the inflexional end-
ings -(¢)r and -(e)st or by use of the
words more, most, less or least, e.g.
tall, taller, tallest; beautiful, more

Adstratum

beautiful, most beautiful; probable,
less probable, least probable. Some
grammarians restrict the term adjec-
tive to those which are regular in
form, ie. those which fit into the
set --, --(e)r, --(e)st. A word
which forms the comparative and
superlative degrees with more, most,
etc. or in any other way is then
called an - adjectival. (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

ADJECTIVE CLAUSE -
Adjectival clause.

ADJECTIVE GROUP An
adjectival structure with at least one
adjective and one or more -
adjuncts, e.g. not very interesting.

ADJECTIVE PREDICATE -
Predicative adjective.

ADJECTIVISATION The use
of a word or phrase as an — adjective,
€.g. It’s the up-~and-coming thing.

ADJUNCT A word or phrase
which is used to extend the meaning
of another word or phrase, but which
is not one of the main structural
elements of a sentence: €.g. stone in
He built a stone wall, always in I
always work hard. (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

ADJUNCTIVAL A name given
by some grammarians to a structure
which functions as an — adjunct, e.g.
prepositional or participial phrases
such as made-to-order.

ADNOMINAL A part of speech
or phrase which mcdifies a noun. —
modifier.

ADOPTIVE FORM A form of a
word created by - overcorrection.

ADSTRATUM
language which affect

The forms of a
those of



Adverb

more dominant,
community, e.g. the speech of
European immigrants influencing
the English language in the USA,
their adopted country. — substratum.

another, speech

ADVERB A - part of speech
which can be used to qualify a verb,
adjective or other adverb. In English
it usually fits into the — frame: The
man walked . . . and often ends in -/y,
e.g. quickly. Some grammarians
would limit the term adverb to refer
only to those words which are regular
in form, i.e. which take -/y. A word
having the same function but a
different form, e.g. He walked fast or
He walked across the field is then
called an — adverbial. (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

ADVERBIAL A name given by
some grammarians to a structure
which functions as an — adverb but
which does not have the usual formal
features, i.e. does not end in -ly.
An adverbial may indicate place, as
in He siayed at home; manner, as in
She worked hard; time, as in Bob is
leaving next week; frequency, as in
Such things seldom occur; or degree,
as in The lecture was very good.

ADVERBIAL CLAUSE A —
clause which functions as an -
adverb, modifying some other struc-
ture, e.g. in Although he was very
busy, he did it for me. Such clauses
are often classified by their influence
on meaning into — adversative, —
causal, - conditional, - confirma-
tory, — consequence clause, clause
of degree, manner, etc.

ADVERBIAL CONJUNCTION
— Conjunctive adverb.

ADVERBIALISATION The use

Affix Index

e.g. the prepositional phrase in He
stayed at home.

ADVERSATIVE CLAUSE An
adverbial clause introduced by an
adversative conjunction expressing a
contrast, e.g. Though he was brave,
he was prudent.

ADVERSATIVE CONJUNC-
TION A - conjunction joining
two clauses which imply a contrast,
e.g. but in It’s warm but it’s raining.

AFFECTIVE A type of style or
meaning which is characterised by
highly emotional connotations and
spontaneous creations. — function
(a). Alternative term: emotive.

AFFILIATION  Genealogical
relationship of descendant or daugh-
ter languages to their common
ancestor or parent language, e.g.
French and Spanish to Vulgar Latin
or Proto-Romance. — family of
languages. (6.1).

AFFINITY Close relationship
between languages which ‘show
phonological or grammatical simi-
larities due to typology or contact,
but irrespective of genetic evolution.
— classification (@). (6.1).

AFFIX A collective term for —
prefix, — infix, — suffix, ic. a
morpheme added to the — base or
root of a word to form a new —
stem, e.g. -y and un- in lucky, unlucky,
or to provide an inflexional element,
e.g. -er, -est, as in unluckier, unlucki-
est. - word formation.

AFFIX CLIPPING - Met-
analysis.

of a word or phrase as an — adverb, AFFIX INDEX - Index (b).

6



Affixation

AFFIXATION The process or
result of attaching or adding an —
affix to a root, eg. Marx-ism,
luck-y.

AFFIXING INDEX - Index (b).

AFFIXING LANGUAGE A
type of language in which grammati-
cal reiationships are expressed by
adding modifying elements on to a
base or root word. These elements
may be either prefixes (prefixing
languages such as Koptic or Bantu)
or suffixes (suffixing languages such
as Algonquian or Latin). — agglu-
tinative language. (6.1, 8.1).

AFFRICATE A speech sound
which is a combination of a — stop
and a — fricative; the stop is released
siowly with the result that a fricative
is heard, e.g. [ﬁ] as in chop or [d3]
as in judge. Such a combination of
sounds is usually called an affricate
only if it functions as a single —
phoneme. Thus /ts/ in English coats
/kouts/ is not usually referred to as
an affricate, but the same combina-
tion of sounds fts/ in German zu
Jtsuz/ is an affricate and is repre-
sented by the — ligature /fs/.

AFRICAN LINGUISTICS The
linguistic description of the languages
of Africa, a study in which much
progress has been made in recent
years, with teams of field workers
from Europe and America making
surveys of hitherto unrecorded langu-
ages and dialects and arriving at new
classifications of language types and
families. - Appendix 1, pp. 273-274.
(8.8 Greenberg, Polomé).

AFRO-ASIATIC LINGUISTICS
~ Hamito-Semitic linguistics.

Agglutinative Language

AGENT In a passive sentence
the noun phrase preceded by the
preposition by, e.g. The letter was
written by him. In inflected languages
the — instrumental case may be used
to refer to the agent without a pre-
position.

AGGLOMERATING LAN-
GUAGE - Agglutinative language.

AGGLOMERATION - Agglu-
tination.

AGGLUTINATION (a) The
adding of a suffix to a root to denote
grammatical function. — agglutina-
tive language. (b) The coalescence of
speech sounds of closely linked
words. - sandhi. Alternative term:
agglomeration.

AGGLUTINATIVE INDEX -
Index (b).

AGGLUTINATIVE LANGU-
AGE A type of language such as
Finnish, Hungarian, Turkish, Swa-
hili or Japanese where grammatical
relationships and word structure are
indicated by the free combination of
elements, e.g. the Turkish odalarim-
dan ‘from my rooms’ where the
elements -/ar -iim -dan are morphemes
expressing. one distinct category,
i.e. plural, first person, ablative,
respectively. In -- inflected langu-
ages, however, one morpheme may
stand for more than one category.
Some linguists regard agglutinative
languages as standing morphologic-
ally and historically between —
isolating and inflecting types. English
has agglutinating features in such
compound words as ungodliness and
unavoidably.  Alternative  terms:
agglutinating, agglomerating, agglo-
merative language. (6.1, 8.1).



Aggregative Compound

AGGREGATIVE COMPOUND
A compound word formed by
multiple composition, often occur-
ring in newspaper headlines, e.g.
“April Fool call-up joke...” (The
Guardian).

AGOGICS OF SPEECH The
system and study of — rhythm in
speech.

AGRAMMATISM Inability to
comprehend or produce grammatical
utterances due to psycho-physiologi-
cal defects or other reasons. —
aphasia. (9.5).

AGRAPHIA Inability to write
due to malfunction in the central
nervous system. (9.5).

AGREEMENT Correspondence
in form or grammatical category of
two or more items which indicates a
specific syntactic relationship, e.g.
in the English sentence The boys are
here, the noun plural ending -s is in
agreement with the plural verb are
and vice versa; in the sentence The
boy is here, the subject and predicate
agree by their both being singular.
In some ianguages adjectives agree
with the nouns they qualify, e.g.
French la table est belle (f), but le
cadeau est bean (m). -- number,
gender, case, person. Alternative
terms: concord, congruence, corres-
pondence. (4.1, 4.2).

AIR CHAMBER — Cayvity.

AIR STREAM Air, moving into
or out of the vocal tract, which is
used by the — speech organs to pro-
duce speech sounds. Alternative
term: breath stream.

Air-Stream Mechanism

AIR-STREAM MECHANISM
Term first used by K. L.Pike to
refer to parts of the vocal tract used
to produce different types of sounds.
An air stream is produced by an air-
stream mechanism by means of an
INITIATOR, a part of the vocal tract
which moves in order to pull air in
or push air out. There are three main
types of air-streamm mechanism and
all three can be INGRESSIVE (i.e. the
air moving inwards) or EGRESSIVE
(i.e. the air moving outwards). The
most important is the PULMONIC AIR--
STREAM MECHANISM since air moving
out of or in some cases into the
lungs, with the lungs acting as the
initiator, forms the basis of almost
all human speech. The GLOTTALIC
AIR-STREAM MECHANISM (Or PHARYN-
GEAL AIR-STREAM MECHANISM) where
the larynx acts as initiator pushing
air out of or drawing air into the
mouth and pharynx, is used to
produce sounds heard in some Afri-
can or Caucasian languages. Only a
small volume of air is controlled by
the glottalic mechanism so that only
a small fraction of speech can be
uttered with one movement of the
initiator. The third type is the
VELARIC (or as it is sometimes called
ORAL) AIR-STREAM MECHANISM where
the back part of the tongue moves
backwards or forwards on the
velum, acting as the initiator drawing
air into or pushing air out of the
mouth. The air in the rest of the
vocal tract plays no part in this
mechanism. The — clicks of some
African languages are produced by
velaric air stream. An ingressive
velaric air stream is used to produce
the expression of annoyance usually
written  tut-tut.  Other common
examples of the velaric air-stream
mechanism in use are one type of
‘raspberry’ sound and the activity of



Akueme

sucking
8.22).

through a straw. (3.1,

AKUEME A minimum distinc-
tive characteristic in the tone of
voice of an individual speaker such
as timbre, rhythm, tempo, loudness,
etc. — voice quality.

ALALIA Inability to speak due
to abnormality or malfunction of the
external speech organs rather than of
the central nervous system. (9.5).

ALEXIA Complete inability to
learn to read. This complaint, like —
dyslexia, has many associated learn-
ing difficulties. (9.5).

ALGEBRAIC LINGUISTICS
The use of formal and context-free
models, partly borrowed from logic
and mathematics, in the theoretical
analysis and description of langu-
ages. — glossematics, — trans-
formational-generative grammar, —
categorial grammar. (9.4, 10.4).

ALGORITHM A strategy for
finding a solution to a problem which
can be stated in a flow-chart form,
e.g. as a computer programme.

ALIEN WORD - Alienism.

ALIENISM A loan word taken
from another language, ®.g. mirage,
blitz; or a lapse on the part of a
foreign learner, under the influence
of his native tongue. Alternative
terms: alien word, foreignism, peré-
grinism.

ALLEGRO FORM A contrac-
tion of word forms as pronounced in
rapid speech; e.g. Latin caldus <
calidus, or English library [laibri] as

Allolog

opposed to the full or - lento form
[laibraril, or I should have thought so
[aifdevOoitsou] as oppesed to [ai
Jod hav 6xt soul.

ALLITERATION The technique
of using the same initial sound in a
number of successive words, e.g.
“When to the sessions of sweet silent
thought ...” (Shakespeare). — rhyme.
(7.3).

ALLO- A prefix used in connec-
tion with names of linguistic units to
refer to non-distinctive — variants
of a single distinctive unit, e.g. —
allophones of a phoneme, -> allo-
morphs of a morpheme, - allographs
of a grapheme.

ALLOCHRONE A non-distinc-
tive variation in the length of a
speech sound, which does not affect
the meaning of the word, e.g. the
English room may be pronounced
[rum] or [ru:m]. > chroneme.

ALLOCUTION -> Address.

ALLOGRAPH One of a group
of variants of a — grapheme or
written sign. In Latin script, the
writing system used by most West
European languages, it usually refers
to the different shapes of letters and
punctuation marks, e.g. lower case,
capital, cursive, printed, strokes, etc.
— allophone, allomorph. (7.2).

ALLOKINE One of a number of
non-distinctive variants of a —
kineme or gestural unit.

ALLOLOG One of a number of
non-distinctive variant forms of a
word, e.g. the — allegro and — lento
forms [maim] and [medom] of



Allomorph

madam, [ka:nt] and [kenst] of

cannot.

ALLOMORPH A non-distinc-
tive variant of a — morpheme. In
English the plural ending -s has the
following variants: {s} as in cats,
{z} as in dogs, and {zz} as in houses,
or even {g} as in sheep. By analogy
with the phonological terms —
phoneme/allophone, these are said
to be different allomorphs of the
English plural morpheme. Alterna-
tive term: morpheme alternant. (4.1).

ALLONYM One of a number of
variant forms of a name, e.g.
Constantinople and Stambul of Istan-
bul.

ALLOPHONE A speech sound
which is one of a number of variants
of a - phoneme. The occurrence of a
particular allophone may be deter-
mined by its eavironment or it may
be in free variation. An example of
allophones determined by environ-
ment is the use of two different
allophones of the same phoneme /l/,
the so-called ‘front’ or ‘clear’ [I] as
in lamp or light occurring before
vowels, and the so-called ‘back’ or
‘dark’ [1] as in old and table occurring
before consonants and at the end of
words. An example of allophones
occurring in — free variation is the
Southern British English /r/ between
vowels, as in very, which can occur

-either as a flap [f], or as a fricative [1].
Alternative terms: phonetic variant,
allophonic variant, subphonemic
variant. (3.1, 3.4).

ALLOPHONIC CHANGE -
Phonetic sound change.

ALLOPHONIC REALISATION
A — phoneme is said to be repre-

1G

Alphabetography

sented or realised by one of its
allophones in a given situation.
Thus [pt] as in por is the allophonic
— realisation of /p/ in word-initial
position, whereas [p] is the allo-
phonic realisation of /p/ after initial
[s] as in spot. (3.4).

ALLOPHONIC VARIANT -
Allophone.

ALLOTAGMA In tagmemics a
non-distinctive variant of a -
tagmeme. Allotagma is t¢c tagmeme
as allomorph is to morpheme and as
allophone is to phoneme.

ALPHABET A collection of
graphic signs called — letters, to
represent one or more single sounds
of speech. Alphabetic writing is
believed to have developed in stages
from pictorial sketches to systems of
LOGOGRAPHY (Chinese characters,
Egyptian hieroglyphs) te sYLLABO-
GRAPHY (Mesopotamian cuneiform,
Hindi devanagari, Japanese kana)
and eventually to more segmental
scripts. English and most other West
European languages use a modifica-
tion of the Latin alphabet which, like
Cyrillic used for Russian, goes back
to Greek. Some languages, such as
Finnish, are consistent in their use
of one symbol per — phoneme,
whereas in other languages, such as
English, the relationship between
individual speech sounds and letters
is often blurred by historical —
spelling. - notation. See illustration
p. 265. (7.2).

ALPHABETIC WRITING A
system of writing based on an
alphabet in which the letters repre-
sent speech sounds. (7.2).

ALPHABETOGRAPHY The
study of — alphabetic writing.



Alphabetology

ALPHABETOLOGY The
study of — alphabetic writing.

ALTERATION A change in the
meaning of a word or phrase due to
technical innovation, cultural trans-
fer or mutual contact between
varieties of language, €.g. jet ‘rush of
liquid’ > ‘type of propulsion’. (5.1).

ALTERNANT - Variant.

ALTERNATION The existence
of two or more variants, distinctive
or non-distinctive, in a — paradig-
matic relationship, e.g. the alterna-
tion of forms, as in the distinctive
alternation of present and past
tenses of strong verbs such as
bring, brought, or the representation
of one phoneme by more than one
symbol, e.g. /i/ in English as ee as in
meet, Oor ea in meat, Or el in receive
or ie as in retrieve. — free variation.

ALTERNATIVE FORM - Vari-
ant.

ALVEOLAR A consonant pro-
nounced with the tongue touching
or in close proximity to the gum
above the upper teeth, or alveolar
ridge, e.g. [t], {s]. If the tip of the
tongue is the articulator, the sound
may be called — apico-alveolar, if
the back part of the tongue is the
articulator, the sound may be called
— dorso-alveolar, if the point of
articulation is towards the rear of the
alveolar ridge approaching the pal-
ate, the sound may be called posT-
ALVEOLAR. Alternative term: supra-
dental. (3.1, 8.22).

ALVEOLAR RIDGE The ridge
of bone above the gum behind the
top teeth. See diagram p. 159.
Alternative terms: alveclum, teeth
ridge.

ALVEOLUM - Alveolar ridge.
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Ameliorative Suffix

AMALGAM (a) - blend. (b) -
cumul.

AMALGAMATING LANGU-
AGE - Inflected language.

AMBIGUITY A construction is
said to be AMBIGUOUS when more
than one interpretation can be as-
signed to it. The English sentence
Patent medicines are sold by frighten-
ing people is ambiguous since it is
not clear whether frightening is
describing people or expressing the
act of ‘putting fear into’. This
particular ambiguity is resolved in
speech by — intonation and stress.

AMBIGUOUS - Ambiguity.

AMBILINGUAL A person or
speech community equally competent
in both of two languages, e.g.
Belgian nationals speaking both
French and Flemish. — bilingualism.

AMBISYLLABIC CONSON-
ANT A consonant which forms a
transition between two — syllables,
the syllable boundary occurring
during the articulation of the con-
sonant, e.g. [t] in butter.

AMBIVALENT WORD A word
with two opposite meanings, e.g.
French hdte ‘guest’ or ‘host’.

AMELIORATION A type of —
semantic change in which the mean-
ing of a word assumes favourable
connotations, e.g. knight ‘lad’, ‘ser-
vant’ > ‘nobleman’, fond ‘insipid’ >
‘full of affection’. — deterioration.
Alternative terms: melioration, ele-
vation. (5.1).

AMELIORATIVE SUFFIX A -
suffix .which gives a word a more
favourable meaning. Alternative
term: meliorative suffix.



American Linguistics

AMERICAN LINGUISTICS
Collective term for a number of
approaches to — linguistic analysis
by (North) American scholars.
American linguists of the early years
of the 20th century shared with
F. de Saussure (— structural linguis-
tics) the scepticism about looking at
language in comparative and histori-
cal terms. Supported by the field-
work techniques of — anthropologi-
cal linguistics, men like F. Boas,
E. Sapir and B. L. Whorf established
a new tradition of descriptive lin-
guistics based on the categories
appropriate to the indigenous langu-
ages of North and Central America
rather than those of Latin grammar.
L. Bloomfield (1887-1949) did much
. to make linguistics into a respected
scientific discipline (BLOOMFIELDIAN-
1sM), which many have since helped
to modify and expand. The Bloom-
fieldians have been criticised for a
rigidly distributional and mechanistic
outiook, especially as regards their
association with stimulus-response
psychology (- behaviourism).
Several alternative theories are being
developed (— tagmemiics, stratifica-
ticnal grammar), motably those based
on N.Chomsky’s work (- trans-
formational-generative grammar).
American linguists have been actively
engaged in solving practical prob-
lems of language use (— applied
linguistics), often in collaboration
with other fields (= psycholinguistics,
computational linguistics). (2.1 Tra-
ger, Hall; 2.2 Hill, Joos; 2.3 Sama-
rin; 2.4 Bloomfield, Sapir; 2.5 Cook;
4.2 Chomsky; 823 Gleason; 9.11
Lado; 9.12 Gunderson; 10.1 Hymes).

AMERINDIAN LINGUISTICS
The linguistic description of Ameri-
can Indian languages such as Hoka-
Siouan, Algonquian, Mayan and

Analogical Change

Guarani. -~ American linguistics. —
Appendix 1, p. 276. (8.8 Matteson).

AMPLIFICATIVE - Aug-
mentative.

AMPLITUDE \Variation in air
pressure from a norm as a result of
a sound wave, measured as the dis-
tance from the peak of a wave to
its norm, e.g. A——B in the diagram
below. The greater the amplitude
of the sound wave at a given —
frequency, the greater the volume or
loudness of the sound. Amplitude
can be measured objectively, whereas
— volume or loudness is a subjective
impression, depending on a combina-
tion of amplitude and frequency.
(3.1, 8.22).

/ B \//

ANACHRONISM The use of a
word or expression which does not
correspond to the phonological,
grammatical or lexical norms of a
given period in the history of a

language, e.g. erstwhile or unto in
twentieth-century English.

ANACOLUTHON Beginning a
sentence in one way and continuing
or ending it in another, e.g. I know
what you—but let us change .the
subject. Alternative term: anantapo-
doton, anapodoton.

ANAGRAM A word or group
of words made up of the same letiers
as another word or group of words,
e.g. petal is an anagram of plate.
— palindrome.

ANALOGICAL CHANGE -
Analogy.



Analogism

ANALOGISM The view, first
proposed by Zeno and other Greek
Stoic philosephers, that the many
grammatical and semantic irregulari-
ties in language are the product of
natural usage and should not be
tampersd with by setting up norma-
tive standards. The controversy be-
*ween the positions of analogism and
- anomalism foreshadows a later
distinction of descriptive and pre-
scriptive grammar. (2.5 Robins).

ANALOGUE A word in one
language which is the - equivaient
of a word in another although its
form and semantic range may not be
identical, e.g. French maison and
English house.

ANALOGY The process or result
of grammatical and lexical forms
changing under the influence of
some other regular pattern in the
language. Thus hisn for his may be
used on the pattern of my:mine,
knowed for knew by analogy with
mow:mowed, brang for brought by
analogy with sing:sang. Such modi-
fications tend to bring about regu-
larities in the forms of the language,
often in contrast to -> phonetic
laws. Alternative term: analogical
change. (6.1, 6.2).

ANALPHABETIC NOTATION
A system of non-alphabetic graphic
signs, — diacritic marks and other
symbols used to represent the fea-
tures of — articulation and -
prosody in minute detail. Such
notations have been devised by
A. M. Bell (‘“Visible Speech’), H.
Sweet (‘Organic’), O. Jespersen, K.
Pike and others. — transcription.
(3.1 Abercrombie).

ANALYSIS - Linguistic analy-
sis
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Anaphoric Substitute

ANALYTIC LANGUAGE A
type of language which shows syn-
tactic relationships by — function
words and -» word order, as opposed
to — inflected or — agglutinative
languages, where such formal rela-
tionships are expressed by the close
combination of elements (prefixes,
infixes, suffixes) with the base or
root word. Words tend to consist of
simple free morphemes, and the
composition of plurimorphemic
words is irrelevant to their syntactic
function. Examples of analytic lan-
guages are Vietnamese, Chinese,
Samoan and, to some degree, Eng-
lish. - Synthetic language. (6.1, 8.1).

ANANTOPODOTON -
Anacoluthon.

ANAPAEST. — Foot.

ANAPHORA (@) The repetition
of initial sounds, words or syntactic
structures in successive verses or
sentences to achieve a stylistic
effect, e.g.

“Alone, alone, all, all alone,

Alone-on a wide wide sea . ..”

(Coleridge)
or Latin “Veni, vidi, vici,”” (Caesar)
‘I came, I saw, I conquered’. (6) The
reference back to an — antecedent by
repetition or grammatical substitu-
tion, e.g. You can’t have this book,
take that one! Alternative term:
back-reference, anaphoric reference.

ANAPHORIC REFERENCE
- Anaphcra.

ANAPHORIC SUBSTITUTE
A word which refers back to another
word already mentioned, either by
repetition or by use of a - prop
word, e.g. You can’t come, can you?
or I don’t want this; have you got



Anaphoric Word

another one? Alternative term: ana-
phoric word.

ANAPHORIC WORD -
Anaphoric substitute.

ANAPODOTON - Anacolu-
thon.

ANAPTYCTIC VOWEL A
short vowel inserted into a word. —
anaptyxis.

ANAPTYXJS The insertion of a
short vowel into a word between two
or more consonants to simplify the
syllabic structure, e.g. when [2] is
inserted in English athlete ['®03li:t],
or when German Landsknech: ‘mer-
cenary’ > French  lansquenet  or
Italian /lanzichenecco. -> table p. 75.

ANARTHRIA Inability to arti-
culate speech sounds due to brain
lesion or damage to the nervous sys-
tem. (9.5).

ANASTROPHE - Metathesis.

ANCESTOR LANGUAGE
Cne of a family of related laniguages
which is the common origin of all
others. Thus, Vulgar Latin is re-
garded as the ancestor of all Rom-
ance languages such as French,
Italian and Rumanian, which are
called descendant or daughter langu-
ages. — glottochronology. Alterna-
tive term: parent language. (6.1).

ANIMAL CRY THEORY -
Origin of Speech.

ANIMATE A class of — nouns
referring to living persons or animals.
The categories animate/inanimate
operate like grammatical — genders
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Anterior|Non-Anterior

in some languages. In Russian, for
example, the form of the accusative
of masculine nouns varies depending
on whether reference is being made
to an animate being or not,

ANNOMINATION - Pun.

ANOMALISM The view, first
proposed by Aristotle and other
Greek philosophers, that the pro-
portional regularities in language are
sufficient grounds for setting up
normative standards of correctness
which speakers of the language
should follow. The controversy be-
tween the positions of anomalism
and — analogism foreshadows a
later distinction of prescriptive and
descriptive grammar. (2.5 Robins).

ANOMALOUS An utterance is
said to be anomalous when it does
not comply with the grammatical
and semantic conventions of the
language. — grammaticality, non-
sense form.

ANOMIA The inability to re-
member or to recognise names. (9.5).

ANTECEDENT A word or
phrase referred back to by a subse-
quent word, usually a — pronoun.
For example in The man who was
sitiing in the car, man is the anteced-
ent of who, and in Although John
came, he did not speak, John is the
antecedent of he. There is usually
formal correspondence between the
two parts of the reference in —
number and - gender, e.g. Bob and
his sister Mary went on their first
holiday to Italy; Jean went to see her
parents. — back-reference.

ANTERIOR versus NON-
ANTERIOR Cavity features in re-
cent theories of — distinctive feature



Anthropo-linguistics

phonology. Anterior refers to sounds
produced with an obstruction in
front of the palato-alveolar region,
e.g. labials, dentals, alveolars. Non-
anterior refers to sounds produced
with no obstruction in front of the
palato-alveolar region, e¢.g. palatal,
velar, pharyngeal consonants and,
of course, all vowels.

ANTHROPO-LINGUISTICS
Anthropological linguistics.

-~

ANTHROPOLOGICAL LIN-
GUISTICS The use of special re-
search techniques from the fields of
anthropology and linguistics to study
the languages of speech communities
which have no writing system and
literary tradition. Since there are no
written texts, and ‘'often no previous
scholarship to rely on, the pioneers
in this field had to develop new pro-
cedures of eliciting linguistic informa-
tion directly from native speakers
(- field-work). These general prin-
ciples have also been applied to
language families and types other
than Amerindian, e.g. African and
Malayo-Polynesian languages.
Anthropological linguists since F.
Boas and E. Sapir (- American
linguistics) have emphasised that
language cannot be separated from
its social setting, and that linguistics
must therefore be regarded as a
social science. - ethno-linguistics,
culture and language. Alternative
terms : anthropo-linguistics, linguistic
anthropology. (10.1 Hymes).

ANTHROPONYMY The study
of personal names. - Onomastics.

ANTHROPOPHONICS Old
term used by Baudouin de Courtenay
(1845-1929) to refer to the total
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Antonymy

sound productive potential of the
human organs. Some modern phone-
ticians are reviving the term.

ANTICIPATION A sound
change brought about by the speech
organs anticipating and preparing
the position necessary for the pro-
duction of a following sound. —
Umlaut is an example of vocalic
anticipation, e.g. the 6 of Old
English for ‘foot’ changed before the
-i ending of the plural *foti> fét,
hence Modern English feer. -
prolepsis. (6.1).

ANTICIPATORY ASSIMILA-
TION - Assimilation.

ANTICIPATORY DISSIMILA-
TION - Dissimilation.

ANTIGRAMMATICAL CON-
STRUCTION A structure which is
not in keeping with the syntactic
patterns of the standard language,
e.g. the dialectal I’ve never seen
nothing like it.

ANTI-MENTALISM -
Mechanistic linguistics.

ANTONOMASIA The use of an
adjective for a — proper noun, €.g.
The Almighty, or the use of a
proper noun as a generic term for a
class, e.g. Hoover for vacuum cleaner.
- appellative name.

ANTONYM One of two.or more
words with opposite meanings, €.8.
hot[cold or hopeldespair. True or
pure antonyms are rare. —> CONverse
term, synonym. (5.1).

ANTONYMY The relationship
between — antonyms.



Aorist

AORIST In some inflected lan-
guages such as Greek, a form of the
verb denoting a — tense or — aspect
referring to the past but without
limitations as to whether the action
is completed or continued.

APERTURE The degree of open-
ing at some point in the vocal tract
for the pronunciation of a speech
sound.

APEX (a) The tip of the tongue.
— diagram p. 159. (b) A — diacritic
mark indicating a long vowel, e.g.
Latin populus ‘poplar’ as opposed to
populus ‘people’.

APHAERESIS - Aphesis.

APHASIA Partial or complete
loss of the ability to use spoken
language as a result of maldevelop-
ment, disease or injury to the brain.
Alternative term: dysphasia. (9.5).

APHERESIS - Aphesis.

APHESIS The omission of one
or more sounds or words from the
beginning of an utterance, e€.g.
Evening for Good evening! or [baut]
for about. - table p. 75. Alterna-
tive term: aph(a)eresis, prosiopesis.

APHRASIA The inability to pro-
duce or understand utterances
phrased according to grammatical
patterns. (9.5).

APICAL ARTICULATION
The articulation of a speech sound
using the apex or tip of the tongue,
e.g. [t] in tin.

APICO-ALVEOLAR A con-
sonant articulated by the tip, or
apex, of the tongue touching or
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Appeliative Name

approaching the — alveolar ridge,
e.g. [d] as in dog, [t] as in ¢in or {s] as
in sack.

APICO-DENTAL A consonant
articulated with the apex of the
tongue touching or approaching the
upper teeth, e.g. [t1 and ([d] in
Spanish [todos] ‘every’.

APOCOPATION - Apocope.

APOCOPE The omission of one
or more sounds or letters from the
end of a word, e.g. Old English
helpe > Middle English help, or
chapman > chap. — table p. 75.
Alternative term: apocopation.

APODOSIS - Consequence
clause.

APOPHONY - Vowel grada-
tion.

APOSIOPESIS The breaking off
in the middle of a statement, e.g.
I wish you would . . .

APOSTROPHE A diacritic mark
used in writing to indicate omission
of a sound or part of a word, e.g.
‘aven’t or 'cello, or (in English) the
possessive case, e.g. Mary's or the
children’s.

APPELLATION In - seman-
tics, the relationship between a term
and the actual existent object for
which it stands. (5.1).

APPELLATIVE FUNCTION
The use of language for the purpose
of asking for a response or action by
the person addressed. — function (a).

APPELLATIVE NAME A
personal name used as a - common



Application

noun, e.g. Wellingtons ‘rubber boots’
or Sam Brown ‘officers’ leather belt’.
- antonomasia.

APPLICATION In — semantics,
particularly in the comparison of
the semantic structures of different
languages, the use of a particular
expression in a particular situation.
E.g. the German word Land may be
said to have the same application
on the whole as the English word
country, although in certain cases
related words (German Staat, Gebiet,
etc. and English province, state, etc.)
might be more appropriate as
corresponding pairs. The concept
of application is useful in discussing
the problem of finding lexical equiva-
lents in - translation. (2.1 Lyons).

APPLIED LINGUISTICS
Collective term for the various appli-
cations of linguistic (and phonetic)
scholarship to related practical fields.
Linguistic knowledge can be used to
solve practical language problems in
- language teaching (acquisition of
the native or a foreign language).
Indeed some linguists use the term
applied linguistics to refer solely to
these pedagogical aspects. Other
branches of applied linguistics are —
lexicography (dictionary-making), ->
translation, — speech pathology and
therapy. Applied linguistics in the
widest sense borders on other dis-
ciplines, e.g. — sociolinguistics,
psycholinguistics, biolinguistics,
computational linguistics, stylistics,
information theory. (9.1-9.6, 10.1-
10.5).

APPOSITION A word or phrase
modifving a preceding noun phrase
or clause. It may be a close apposi-
tion, e.g. Qur friend Peter, a loose
apposition, e.g. The man, my uncle,
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Archiphoneme

drives a red sportscar, or an apposi-
tive clause, e.g. The question why he
did it was never answered.

APPOSITIVE CLAUSE A
clause used in — apposition, either
as a — non-restrictive sentence modi-
fier with commas: He walked to the
garage, which was a mile away, or
as a -> restrictive noun modifier
with no commas: This is the house
that Jack built.

APPROXIMANT Term used by
some phoneticians to refer to -
frictionless continuant.

ARABIC SCRIPT -» Table
p. 265. (1.2).

ARBITRARINESS The fact
that the connexion between the
meaning an utterance conveys and
the phonic or graphic substance
through which it is realised is not
fixed. Languages differ, among other
things, by the way they relate content
with form, e.g. in their phonological,
grammatical and semantic structures.
- Convention. (2.1 Lyons).

ARCHAEOGRAPHY The study
of ancient written documents. -

palaeography, epigraphy. (7.2).

ARCHAISM A word or other
linguistic item which is no longer
used in speech or writing except to
create a special effect or as a deliber-
ate revival for practical purposes.
Alternative terms: atavism, revival
form.

ARCHEOGRAPHY The study
of anciept written documents. —
paleography, epigraphy. (7.2).

ARCHIPHONEME Term
invented by N. Trubetzkoy (1890-



Area

1939) for a unit of sound resulting
from a neutralisation of certain
features of — phonemes in a given
environment, e.g. English distin-
guishes voiced and voiceless stops
in most positions: tip ~ dip; ketch ~
gets; pan ~ bann but after [s] the
feature of voice is irrelevant, e.g.
stop, sketch,” span, but not *sdop,
*sgetch, *sban. In this position in
English the opposition voiced ~
voiceless is neutralized and in trans-
criptions the archiphoneme is some-
times written with a capital letter
[P/, [T/, [K/. - neutralization.

AREA In - dialectology, a geo-
graphical region defined by similar
typological features such as pro-
nunciation, grammar or vocabulary.
The FOCAL AREA is a region within 2
speech community from which cer-
tain features spread outwards to
neighbouring regions, usually by
imitation, and ‘thus influence the
linguistic habits of the majority of
speakers. This may create a -
standard language, e.g. the speech of
London and Paris in the develop-
ment of English and French. Certain
features of the language at an earlier
stage may be preserved in ISOLATED
{(or REMOTE Or RELIC) AREAS and
interchange  with  neighbouring
speech communities through bi-
lingualism may be strong in TRANSI-
TION (OF CONVERGENCE OI GRADED)
AREAS, where boundaries to adjacent
dialect areas are not clear-cut.
MARGINAL Or LATERAL AREAS are
those regions which are furthest
removed from that where an innova-
tion originates. (7.1, 8.1, 8.24).

AREA STUDIES- The study of
the geography, history and institu-
tions of a particular geographical
region in comjunction with the
language of the speech community.

Articulacy

AREAL CLASSIFICATION -
Geographical-classification.

AREAL GROUP A number of
languages with certain features in
common as a resuit of geographical
proximity rather than genealogical
evoldtion. Alternative term: areal

* type. (6.2 Hoenigswald).

18

AREAL LINGUISTICS A
branch of general linguistics studying
the — classification of dialects and
languages by relating the geographi-
cal location of a speech community
to its historical development, and
showing how typological similarities
in. pronunciation, grammar and
vocabulary are related from one
part of an area to another. (7.1
Kurath).

AREAL TYPE - Areal group.
ARGOT - Cant.

ARMENIAN ALPHARBET -
Table p. 265. (7.2).

ARRANGEMENT - Item-and-
arrangement.

ARTICLE A word used as an
adjunct to a noun to modify or limit
its meaning. The English the or its
equivalent in other languages is
called the DEFINITE article, whereas
a or an or their equivalents in other
languages are called the NON-DEFI-
NITE Or INDEFINITE article. In some
languages the article takes the form
of a suffix to a noun, e.g. Danish
bordet ‘the table’; other languages
have no articles at all, e.g. Latin and
Russian. — determiner. (4.1, 4.2,
8.23).

ARTICULACY The active con-
trol of the spoken language, involving



Articulation

the linguistic skills of comprehen-
sion and speaking, as opposed to —
literacy, the command of the written
language. Alternative term: oracy.
(9.11 Halliday et al).

ARTICULATION The produc-
tion of speech sounds by the move-
ment of the — organs of speech. The
movable speech organs are called
active articulators {(e.g. the tongue
and lower lip) and the parts of the
vocal tract which cannot move are
called — points of articulation or
passive articulators (e.g. upper teeth,
alveolar ridge and palate). Conson-
ants are described both in terms of
articulator and point of articulation,
e.g. as apico-alveolar, labio-dental,
and according to their — manner of
articulation, i.e. how the air stream
is constricted or released, e.g. as
stop, continuant or nasal. The
neutral position of the speech organs
at rest, which varies from one langu-
age to another, is called BASIS OF
ARTICULATION. Two or more features
of articulation occurring simultane-
ously or nearly simultaneously are
referred to as CO-ARTICULATION, €.g.
in the articulation of the initial sound
of English coal, a voiceless dorso-
velar stop with lip rounding, the
most important factor is the contact
between the dorsum region of the
tongue and the velum (PRIMARY
ARTICULATION). A second, in this
instance less important, feature of

the articulation of this sound is the’

lip rounding, occurring in anticipa-
tion of the rounded vowel which
follows (SECONDARY ARTICULATION).
— double articulation (a), speech pro-
duction. (3.1, 8.22).

ARTICULATOR A part of the
vocal tract invoived in the produc-
tion of speech sounds. A distinction
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Articulatory Variable

is made between an ACTIVE ARTICU-
LATOR Or MOVABLE SPEECH ORGAN
such as the tongue, lips, lower jaw,
etc. which can be moved at will, and
PASSIVE ARTICULATOR O IMMOVABLE
SPEECH ORGAN such as upper teeth,
palate, etc. which are not movable
but with which other articulators
may touch or approach. (3.1).

ARTICULATORY PARA-
METER -— Articulatory variable.

ARTICULATORY PHONETICS
A branch of — phonetics concerned
with the study of the function of the
— organs of speech in the — articula-
tion of speech sounds. Alternative
terms: physiological  phonetics,
motor phonetics. (3.1, 3.3 Ecroyd er
al., 8.22).

ARTICULATORY SETTING
Adjustments in the — vocal tract,
adopting a posture of the articula-
tory organs which is maintained by a
speaker throughout the whole time
he is talking, but which is different
from the relaxed position.

ARTICULATORY SYSTEM
Term used to refer to the nose, the
lips, the teeth, tongue, velum and
other — articulators.

ARTICULATORY VARIABLE
A feature of articulation which may
be changed to produce a different
distinct state of the speech organs,
and hence a different speech sound.
Voicing or lack of voicing, point of
articulation, manner of articulation,
for example, can all be varied to
produce different speech sounds,
e.g. [d] differs from [t] mainly in
that the former is voiced and the
latter voiceless and {b] differs from
{d] mainly in that for the former the
point of articulation is on the lips



Artificial Language

and for the latter on the alveolar

Aspect

_and other Slavonic languages. The

ridge. Alternative term: articulatory U’,LMPERFECUVE Or DURATIVE ASPECT

parameter. (3.1).

ARTIFICIAL LANGUAGE
(a) A language invented with the
specific aim of improving inter-
national communication. Artificial
languages are usually composed of
grammatical and lexical elements of
groups of natural languages, e.g.
Esperanto (created by L. Zamenhof
in 1887), Volapiik (J. M. Schieier,
1879), Interlingua (G. Peano, 1908 and
later by the International Auxiliary
Language Association), and Novial
{O. Jespersen, 1928). None of these
has had theimpact theinventors hoped
for. - standardisation. Alternative
terms: auxiliary language, inter-
language, constructed language. (b)
Code system of abstract symbols,
signs and/or numbers such as are
used in computer programming, e.g.
ALGOL, COBOL, FORTRAN,
ATLAS AUTOCODE. (9.4 Hays).

ARTIFICIAL SCRIPT A
system of writing specifically de-
signed for a particular purpose, e.g.
shorthand, speedwriting, — Initial
Teaching Alphabet, -> analphabetic
notation.

ARTIFICIAL SPEECH -
Speech synthesis.

ASCENDING DIPHTHONG
- Diphthong.

ASPECT A grammatical cate-
gory of the verb marked by prefixes,

Suffixes or igternal vowel changes,

describes an action which is r°garded
as having continuity or repetition in
the past, present or future, e.g. the
Russian verb wurmame ‘to read’ is
imperfective and g wumaa eeco
Oent mecans ‘I was reading ail day,
and s 6ydy uumames Gecb OeHb
means ‘I shall read the whole day’,
thus emphasising the Juration of
the activity but not specifying that a
particular book etc. was read to the

o
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end.ZThe PERFECTIVE ASPECT On the 3 pa.if

other hand describes an @ction either ¥ &

4
[

,completed in the past or to be com- [

indicating not so much its location in—

time (- tense) but the(duration-and
type_of action)expressed. The term
aspect (Russian Bu) was first used
to refer to the basic dichotomy
perfective vs. imperfective in Russian

20

pleted in the future e.g. the Russian

verb npouumames is perfective and
A npouumas kHu2y means ‘I have
(or had) read (and finished) the book’,
and 2 npouumaro knuzy means ‘I
shall have read (and finished) the
book’ thus ephasising_ the _com-
pletion of the action rather than its
duration. Other languages beside
Russian have aspectual systems
which complement and overlap with
the tense system; Ancient Greek,
for example, had perfective, imper-
fective and — aorist. English has two
aspects which combine with features
of tense and mood , PERFECT ASPECT,

eg. I have read the newspaper
I had read the newspaper
I will have read the newspaper etc.

and PROGRESSIVE O €ONTINUOUS
ASPECT:
e.g. I am reading the newspaper
I was reading the newspaper
I will be reading the newspaper
etc.
In addition to the basic notions of
imperfective and perfective aspect
similar temporal distinctions are
referred to in terms of aspects:
INCHOATIVE O INCEPTIVE ASPECT

expressing the beginping

_of _an



Aspirare

action; ITERATIVE OF FREQUENTATIVE

Or HABITUAL ASPECT expressing Iepe-.

tition-of an action; MOMENTARY OF
PUNCTUAL ASPECT expressing sudden
interruption of the.completion of an

action; PERMANSIVE ASPECT express-

ing a_permanent state as a result of a_

completed action etc. — tense, mood.
4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

ASPIRATE (@) A speech sound
produced by cavity — friction, e.g.
[b] as in hand. (b) — aspirated stop.

ASPIRATED STOP A -
stop consonant released with a puff
of breath. In most varieties of Eng-
lish, initial stop consonants are
aspirated, e.g. [pt] as in pin, whereas
they are not normally aspirated
after [s], e.g. [p] as in spin. This
difference does not constitute a —
phonemic contrast in English.

ASPIRATION The articulation
of a stop consonant with an audible
puff of breath, e.g. [tt] in too or
{p*] in pin. (3.1, 8.22).

ASSERTIVE ~— Exclamatory.
ASSIBILANT An — affricate

articulated on the teeth, e.g. [fs]

as in German [tsu:] zu ‘to’. Alterna-
tive term: assibilate.

ASSIBIEATE - Assibilant.

ASSIBILATION The process by
which a ~» stop consonant becomes a
— sibilant consonant owing to -»

assimilation, e.g. Latin vitium >
Italian vezzo ‘habit’.
ASSIGN A linguistic symbol, the

meaning of which is acquired not by
direct — reference to a material
object, but by association with other
symbols, e.g. the word zebra by

Assimilation

means of pictures and/or comparison
with a ‘horse’.

ASSIMILATION Theprocess
or ‘result of two sounds becoming
identical or similar, due to the
influence of one upon the other.
If the change affects adjacent sounds
it is called CONTIGUOUS oOr JUXTA-

. POSITIONAL ASSIMILATION, e.g. [z] in

news> [s] in newspaper. If the
sounds involved are not adjacent it is
called INCONTIGUOUS ASSIMILATION.
(Alternative terms: DISTANT ASSIMI-
LATION, DILATIOM, NON-CONTIGUOUS

" ASSIMILATION.) Umlaut or — vowel
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mutation is an example of incontigu-
ous assimilation, e.g. Old English
for has the plural of fér (modern
English feet) where the & has
changed to & as a result of the
influence of the i in the second
syllable of an older form *fori.
If a sound is changed under the
influence of a following sound the
term REGRESSIVE ASSIMILATION (alter-
native terms: RETROGRESSIVE ASSIMi-
LATION, ANTICIPATORY ASSIMILATION)
is used, e.g. the {v] in five > [f] in
fivepence. If a sound influences a
sound which follows, the term
PROGRESSIVE ASSIMILATION (alterna-
tive term: LAG) is used, e.g. Latin
Sfemina > French femme ‘woman’,
the n influencing and changing the »
‘which follows. If two sounds influ-
ence each other mutualiy the terim
RECIPROCAL ASSIMILATIOM (alterna-
tive term: COALESCENT ASSIMILATION)
is used, e.g. English seven pro-

nouniced as [sebm] where the labio-
dental [v] has become bilabial .[b]
which in turn influences the alveolar
nasal [n] changing it to the bilabial
nasal [m]. TOTAL ASSIMILATION occurs
when the sounds involved become
identical as in the case of femina >
Jfemme above. PARTIAL ASSIMILATION



Association Group

occurs when the sounds involved
become similar, not identical, e.g.
in the case of [v]> [f] in fivepence
above. The {v] adopts the voiceless
character of the [p] but not its
bilabia! character. - dissimilation,
absorption, accommodation. Altern-
ative term: adaptation. (3.1, 6.1).

ASSOCIATION GROUP A
group of words associated by mean-
ing, e.g. chair, table, couch, stool, or
by form, e.g. walking, cleaning,
sitting, reading. - semantics. Alter-
native term: associative field. (5.2
Ullmann).

ASSOCIATIVE ETYMOLOGY
- Folk etymology.

ASSOCIATIVE FIELD -
Association group.

ASSOCJATIVE RELATIONS
F. de Saussure’s term for — para-
digmatic relations along the axis of
choice rather than that of chain (—
syntagmatic).

ASSONANCE The repetition of
the same vowel sound, e.g. ‘“The
rain in Spain stays mainly in the
plain’.

ASTERISK FORM (a) A word
or sentence is marked with an asterisk
to show that it is ungrammatically
constructed or that it is a nonsense
form, e.g. *the cat sats on the mat or
*colourless green ideas sleep furiously.
(4.1). (b) An item is marked with an
asterisk to show that there is no
written evidence of its existence and
that its form has been theoretically
reconstructed, e.g. */kmto/, the Indo-
European reconstruction meaning
‘hundred’. Alternative term: starred
form. (6.1).
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Atlantic Linguistics

ASYLLABIC A sound which
cannot form a — syilable nor be the
nucleus of a syllable, 2.g. a - stop
consonant in English.

ASYMMETRIC CONSONANT
- Lateral.

ASYNDETIC CONSTRUC-
TION - Asyndeton.

ASYNDETISM - Asyndeton.

ASYNDETON A construction in
which clauses or sentences are
joined without the use of conjunc-
tions, e.g. He came through the door:
my long wait was over. - syndeton,
polysyndeton. Alternative terms:
asyndetism, asyndetic construction.

ASYNTACTIC COMPOUND
A compound word the parts of
which would have a different rela-
tionship to each other if used as
independent words, e.g. worm-eaten,
the syntactic structure of which is
different from eaten by worms.

ATAVISM - Archaism.

ATHEMATIC Akindof
inflexion which consists of the root
plus an affix without a stem mor-
pheme, e.g. the Latin verb rego ‘I
rule’ consisting of the root reg- plus
the affix -o indicating first person
singular present tense. — thematic
inflexion.

ATLANTIC LINGUISTICS
Term proposed by J. R. Firth (1890~
1960) for what is common' to (a)
linguistic studies in America and
Western Europe, (b) the study of the
English language as spoken on
either side of the Atlantic Ocean. -
American linguistics, British lin-
guistics.



Atlas
ATLAS - Linguistic atlas.

ATONIC A sound or syllable
nronounced with weak - stress.
Alternative term: light.

ATTESTED FORM A word or
phrase for which there is written
historical evidence, as opposed to an
— asterisk form which is hypothetical
or ungrammatical.

ATTRACTION The influence of
linguistic elements upon one another,
e.g. phonetic -> assimilation and
dissimilation, grammatical — anal-
ogy. Thus in Neither of these people
were present, were is plural because
of the adjacent people, although
neither is a singular concept.

ATTRIBUTE An - adjective
modifying a noun within a noun
phrase, e.g. I like her new har as
opposed to — predicative adjective,
Her hat is nice. In English, adjectives
usually precede the noun which they
modify, in some languages they may
follow, e.g. French la phonétique
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Audiometer

acoustique  ‘acoustic  phonetics’.
Alternative terms: attributive adjec-
tive, adherent adjective.

ATTRIBUTIVE ADJECTIVE
— Attribuie.

ATTRIBUTIVE ENDOCENT-
RIC CONSTRUCTION -» Endo-
centric construction.

AUDIBLE AREA The area en a
graph of frequency plotted against
amplitude within which fall those
sounds which human beings are
capable of hearing (Fig. 1). (3.3 Mol)

AUDIOGRAM A graph pro
duced by an — audiometer showing
hearing loss in decibels.

AUDIOLOGY The systematic
study of the functions and disturb-
ances of — hearing and the treatment
of the patient. (9.5).

AUDIOMETER A device for
testing - hearing and for measuring
hearing loss.

AUDIBLE _AREA

100

1000 10000

Frequency c/s

(Fig. 1)
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Audiometry

AUDIOMETRY The measure-
ment of — hearing.

AUDITORY AREA The region
in the brain which controls hearing.
Alternative term: auditory centre.

AUDITORY CENTRE -
Auditory area.

AUDITORY DISCRIMINA-
TION The ability to perceive and
distinguish different speech sounds.
Alternative term: aural discrimina-
tion.

AUDITORY FEEDBACK -
Feedback (e).

AUDITORY LANGUAGE
Human communication involving the
organs of — hearing in the percep-
tion of speech sounds, as opposed to
written, sign or gesture language.
(3.1).

~ AUDITORY MASKING The
situation which arises when the
perception of one sound is impaired
by the presence of other sounds.

AUDITORY PHONETICS A,

branch of - phonetics concerned
with the study of — hearing and the
— perception of spcech. Alternative
term: psychological phonetics. (3.3
Mol).

AUGMENTATIVE A form
of a word made by the addition of a
-> suffix with the meaning ‘great’ or
‘large’, e.g. Italian casone ‘big
house’ from casa. - diminutive.
Alternative term: amplificative.

AURAL DISCRIMINATION
- Auditory discrimination.

AUSTRONESIAN LINGUIST-
ICS — Malayc-Polynesian linguistics.

A\
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Auxiliary Verb

AUTO-INSTRUCTION -
Programmed instruction.

AUTOMATIC TRANSLATION
- Machine translation.

AUTOMATIC VARIANT -~
Conditioned variant.

AUTONOMOUS SOUND
CHANGE - Sound change.

AUTONOMOUS WORD -
Content word.

AUXILIARY A word which has
no independent funciion or meaning
on its own but which can only be
used in combination with other
words, e.g. preposition, conjunc-
tion, —+ auxiliary verb, etc.

AUXILIARY LANGUAGE
(a) — artificial language. (b)) A
language or dialect used as a means
of communication between members
of different speech communrities and
which is not the native language of
its speakers, e.g. Swahili as spoken
by non-Bantu people in East Africa,
or Standard English as spoken by
speakers of different regional or
social dialects in Britain. (7.1).

AUXILIARY MARK -
Diacritic mark.

AUXILIARY SIGN - Dia-
critic mark.

AUXILIARY VERB A word
used in a veib phrase as an adjunct
to ancther verb. It often serves in
English to form - moods, tenses or
- aspects of a full verb, e.g. have in
I have seen that film or am in I ans
reading this book. Auxiliary verbs
in English can be recognised by the



Availability

following features: they have a
special negative form, e.g. haven’t,
aren’t, doesn’t; they can be used
with inversion after words like
seldom and hardly, e.g. Seldom have
I seen such a sight, or to form
questions, e.g. Do you smoke?; they
can be used to take the place of and
to refer back to a full verb, e.g. an
in Are you going ? I am; they can be
stressed for special emphasis, e.g. But
I do!; or they often occur with a
weak stress and have special weak
forms, e.g. ’s in he’s gone. Apart from
the auxiliaries_be, have, do, English
has a series of — modal auxiliaries
such as can, shall, will. Alternative
terms: helper verb, accessory verb.
4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

AVAILABILITY The relative
ease of recall or frequent occurrence
of words in a particular context.
Thus, the words table or chair will
spring to mind immediately when
talking of ‘furniture’, and some
linguists suggest it is these lexical
items which should be emphasised
in practical language teaching rather
than isolated and unusual words.
(9.11 Halliday et al.).

AXIS The object of a preposition
in a prepositional phrase, e.g. the
road in He is walking along the road.
- exocentric construction.

Back Vowel

B

BABBLING -+ Language
acquisition.

BABY-TALK (a¢) A number of
basic items, usually ‘conventional-
ised’ words but differing from langu-
age to language, which are used for
communicating with small children
between the stages of babbling and
full language. Alternative term:
nursery language. (9.6). (b) A speech
defect characterised by the use of
speech sounds similar to those of a
child in the early stages of speech
development. Alternative term: in-
fantile speech. (9.5).

BACK-FORMATION A type of
word formation by — derivation, e.g.
to sculpt is formed from the existing
word sculptor by analogy with an
established pattern, e.g. act/actor. In
this way the new word sculpt is con-
sidered to be the original word and
sculptor the derived word, whereas in
fact the opposite is true. Alternative
term: inverse derivation. (4.2, 8.23).

BACK-REFERENCE Reference
to an — antecedent by repetition or
grammatical substitution, e.g. You
can’t come, can you? or You can’t
have this book, take that one!
Alternative terms: anaphora, cross-
reference.

BACK VOWEL A - vowel
sound produced with the tongue
retracted towards the back of the
oral cavity, e.g. [a:] as in English
calm or -[u:] as in English soon. —
front vowel. Alternative terms: dark
vowel, deep vowel, broad vowel.



Balance

BALANCE Symmetry in the
phonemic, grammatical or semantic
system of a language. The English
phonemic system shows symmetry
in the patterns of voiced stop con-
sonants, as opposed to both voice-
less stops and nasal continuants at
three points of articulation:

bilabial

alveolar velar

stop p‘\/ b 1\/
n

nasal nm

d k

\\/E’

(2.1 Martinet).

BARBARISM A deviation in
pronunciation, grammar or vocabu-
lary from a recognised standard of —
usage.

BASE (a) That part of a word
which is left after all inflexional and
derivational affixes have been re-
moved. Thus unluckiest consists of
the base luck plus the two deriva-
tional elements wn- and -i- and the
inflexion -est. — stem. Alternative
terms: root, kernel. (4.2). (b) In
historical and comparative linguis-
tics, a reconstructed form from which
words in cognate languages are said
to have developed. - etymon.
Alternative term: root. (6.1).

BASE COMPONENT A term
used by some linguists to refer to
the — phrase structure component of
a transformational-generative gram-
mar.

BASE COMPOUND — Primary
compound.

BASE FORM That — variant of
a — morpheme which is the most
common and the least restricted and

Behaviourism

is considered to be the most typical.
Thus the past tense morpheme in
English can be said to have the
base form /-d/ which aliernates with
[-t/ as in walked [wa:kt/, /1d/ as in
planted [plainiid/, /e/ (zero) as in
put [put/, etc. Alternative terms:
canonic form, basic alternant.

BASIC ALTERNANT - Base
form.

BASIC SENTENCE In langu-
age teaching, a syntactic structure
such as the simple declarative sen-
tence type The dog bites the man,
which serves as the model for drilling
similar and more compiicated pat-
terns, e.g. After biting the man. the
dog ran away. — clause pattern. (4.1,
8.23, 9.11).

BASIC VOCABULARY -
Vocabulary.

BASIS OF ARTICULATION
The neutral position of the — organs
of speech at rest, which varies from
one language to another. — articula-
tion.

BEHAVIOURISM The study
of human behaviour in observable
stimulus-response  situations. Be-
haviourist studies have influenced
the work of several linguists, parti-
cularly the Bloomfieldians (-~ Ameri-
can linguistics), and contributed to
the understanding of. verbal skills
and learning processes and to the
development of — programmed
instruction, but under the incisive
criticism of N. Chomsky and his
followers (— transformational-gen-
erative grammar) has undergone
considerable modification. — psycho-
linguistics. (10.2).
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PBigs Words

BIAS WORDS Expressions
which deviate in meaning from a
neutral term to imply a subjective
evaluation or prejudice. The slant
‘may be in a favourable or unfavour-
able direction, e.g. established as
opposed to old-fashioned for ‘tradi-
tional’ and progressive as opposed to
new-fangled for ‘modern’. (5.1).

BILABIAL A speech sound in
the articulation of which both lips
are used to stop or modify the —
air stream, e.g. [b] as in bin, [p] as
in pin, [m] as in man or [w] as in win.
Alternative  terms: labio-labial,
labial. (3.1, 8.22).

BILABIODENTAL A speech
sound articulated by means of the
upper lip and upper teeth touching
the lower lip, e.g. the final consonant

cluster in German finf [fyﬁ?f] ‘five’.

BILATERAL CONSONANT
— Lateral.

BILATERAL OPPOSITION
Two phonemes are said to be in
bilateral opposition when only one
feature causes the contrast between
them. If this feature is neutralised
the phonemes will share the same —
archiphoneme. Thus the English
phonemes /p/ and /b/ are said to be
in bilateral opposition, the feature
distinguishing them is the voicing of
the /b/.

BILINGUAL Involving two
languages. This term may refer to
individuals or communities speaking
two languages, or to manuscripts,
books, inscriptions and dictionaries
using elements of two languages. —>
ambilingual.
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Bio-linguistics

BILINGUALISM The use of
two languages by a speaker or speech
community. There are many types
of bilingualism, e.g. someone with
parents of different native languages
living in either speech community,
or a person having learned to master
a foreign language through intensive
formal instruction. Bilingual speakers
are not necessarily born translators
and interpreters, as the skill of —»>
switching between two languages
must be acquired separately, and
persons who are equally conversant
in both languages and in all situations
(— ambilingual) are very rare. In_
areas of intensive language contact,
e.g. in Switzerland, Holland or
Wales, bilingualism is an important
factor of linguistic - change. (9.2).

BINARISM The use of the con-
cept of ‘dichotomy’ between pairs,
introduced into liguistic analysis by
R. Jakobson (b. 1896) and members
of the — Prague School. In phonol-
ogy, the basic unit - phoneme may
be defined in terms of the presence
or absence of certain — distinctive
features. In grammar and semantics,
an element may be ‘marked’ or
‘unmarked’ for a particular feature,
e.g. cars (vs. car) for ‘plural’, or
bitch (vs. dog) for ‘female sex’. A
similar notion of binary distinctions
is used in ~ information theory. Al-
ternative term: binarity. (2.2 Garvin).

BINARITY The principle of a
choice between two possibilities, e.g.
singular/plural, voiced/voiceless, pre-
sent/past, etc. — binarism.

BIO-LINGUISTICS The use of
special research techniques from the
fields of biology and linguistics to the
study of language in relation to the
growth and structure of living



Bisemy

crganisms, particularly of man.
There had been some early attempts
to link up Darwinian evolutionary
principles to 19th century historical-
comparative studies (= Indo-Euro-
pean linguistics), as well as several
non-linguistic studies which related
the statistical frequency of words
and other linguistic units to under-
lying factors of human behaviour
(= Zipf’s law), cut not until very
recently has there been interdisciplin-
ary research by both linguists and

biologists into such questions as -

whether language capacity in man is
transmitted genetically and is in-
dependent of inteiligence or brain
weight. Further contributions from
psychology, pathology and the study
of speech defects (— clinical lin-
guistics) are likely to increase our
knowledge of these processes. —
zoo-semiotics. (10.2 Lenneberg).

BISEMY Double meaning of a
word, e.g. Latin sacer ‘sacred’ or
‘accursed’. — polysemy, synonymy.

BIUNIQUENESS In - phoho-
logy the principle of one-to-one cor-
respondence between phonemic and
phonetic representations: each se-
quence of phones being represented
by a unique sequence of phonemes
and each sequence of phonemes
representing a unique sequence of
phones. This principle is contested in
— generative phonology. (2.3 House-
holder).

BLADE That part of the tongue
which lies immediately behind the
apex or tip. - diagram p. 159. (3.1,
8.22).

BLEND A type of — word
formation in which two or more free
morphemes are combined to form a
new word which incorporates all the

Borrowed Elements

meanings of its constituents, e.g.
chuckle and snort > chortle, break-
fast and lunch > bruncn, smoke and
fog > smog. Alternative terms: tele-
scoped word, portmanteau word,
amalgam. !

BLENDING The intimate fusion
of words (- blends like brunch from
breakfast and lunch) or phrases (-
contamination as in equally as good
from equally good and as good).

BLOCKED SYLLABLE A -
syllable ending in a consonant.
Alternative terms; closed syllable,
checked syllable.

BLOCKED VOWEL
a - blocked syllable.

A vowel in

BLOOMFIELDIANISM -
American linguistics.

BLUEBEARD COMPOUND
- Compound noun.

BODY LANGUAGE -
Kinesics.

BODY SEMANTICS - Kine-
sics.

BONE CONDUCTION -
Feedback (a).

BOOK WORD - Learned word.

BORDER MARK - Boundary
signal.

BORROWED ELEMENTS
Sounds, grammatical forms or lexical
items taken over from another
language, e.g. English word bliiz
taken from German, or [§] in the
name Chopin when used in English
[fopz].
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Borrowing

BORROWING The introduction
into a language or dialect of elements
from another language or dialect by
contact and/or imitation. The most
common type of borrowing is that of
vocabulary items, e.g. English LOAN
worbDs poet from French, blitz from
German, sputnik fromy Russian.
Sometimes loan words such as the
above mirror exactly the phonemes
of the original language, but some-
times such words are adapted to
fit the phonemic and morphemic
patterns of the host language, e.g.
garage from French when pro-
nounced ['gzrid3] on the pattern of
marriage, or the French redingote
‘riding coat’ borrowed from English
where the spelling is changed too.
Another common type of borrowing
1S LOAN TRANSLATION, LOAN SHIFT
or CALQUE where morphemes are
translated in the host language.
German has many examples of this
type of borrowing, e.g. Sauerstoff
(literally ‘acid material’) is a trans-
lation from the Greek word which
we take into English without trans-
lation: ‘oxygen’; the Russian word
sputnik (literally ‘fellow traveller’)
mentioned above is a loan translation
from the Greek word which we take
without translation: ‘satellite’. Alter-
native term: loan. (5.1, 6.1, 9.2).

BOUND ACCENT - Stress.

BOUND FORM - Bound mor-
pheme.

BOUND MORPHEME A -
moerpheme which: cannot be used
alone as a word with a distinct
meaning, but only as an affix in
conjunction with another morpheme,
e.g. -ly in quickly, -s in boys or -th in
widih. Alternative term: bound form.
4.1, 4.2, 8.23).
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Bracketing

BOUND SENTENCE A
syntactic structure which cannot
occur on its own without further
specification, e.g. Did you really?
-» free sentence.

BOUNDARY MARKER In -
transformational-generative  gram-
mar a symbol used in a string io
indicate boundaries between the
elements of the string, e.g. + in the
string Det + Nom + V + Det + Nom.

BOUNDARY SIGNAL
A feature such as fixed — stress, —
intonation or - transition which
may act as a device to separate
linguistic units within longer stretches
of speech. Thus in speech the
different allophones [I] and [t] may
be used to help to distinguish they
lend it from they’ll end it by marking
or ‘signalling’ the WORD BOUNDARY
either before lend or after they'll.
Alternative term: border mark. (3.4
Trubetzkoy).

BOUSTROPHEDON A method
of - writing in which the lines run
alternately in opposite directions.

BOW-WOW THEORY - Ori-
gin of speech.

BRACHYLOGY A shortened
or condensed and grammatically
incomplete expression, used in col-
loquial speech or specialised jargons
to reduce time and etfort, e.g. the
greeting Morning! or the traffic sign
Road Up.

BRACKETING One of several
ways of indicating . the hierarchical
structure of a sentence. The relation-
ship between the words in the sen-
tence The boy ote the apple may be
illustrated by brackets as follows:



Branch

((the boy) (ate (the apple))). — tree
diagram.

BRANCH In the family tree
model of genetically related langu-
ages, one language or group of
languages which developed from a
common ancestor is called a branch,
e.g. Italic and Germanic are branches
of Indo-European. -> family of
languages. (6.1).

BRANCHING The representa-
tion of elements of syntactic struc-
ture by means of tree diagrams, ¢.g.
the sentence The boy kicks the ball
could be diagrammed as follows:

NE VP,
T \
i WY D8
|
] | I At N
IRt s | )
i ] '
The boy  Kicks the boll

BRANCHING PROGRAMME
A course of - programmed instruc-
tion which provides alternative
routes along which the student can
continue according to his achieve-
ments at each stage in the course,
as opposed to a linear programme
where there is a single sequence
through the course

BREATH GROUP A sequence
of speech sounds produced between
two intakes of air.

BREATH STATE - Glottis.

BREATH STREAM - Air
stream.

BREATHED SEGMENT A
stretch of sound produced with the
- glottis open.
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Broad Vowel

BREATHING An accent mark
indicating — aspiration in Greek. —
diacritic mark.

BREATHY PHONATION -
Register (a).

BREATHY VOICE - Register
(a).

BREVE A - diacritic mark used
to indicate that a vowel is to be
pronounced short or with weak
stress, e.g. [a].

BRIGHT VOWEL - Front
vowel.

BRITISH LINGUISTICS
Collective term for certain traditions
and tendencies which have character-
ised linguistic studies in Britain. One
such feature is the development of
phonetics within the scope of ‘the
linguistic sciences” from H. Sweet
(1845-1912) to D. Jones (1881-1967)
and J. R. Firth (1890-1960). The
latter also developed - prosodic
phonology snd a ‘contextual’ theory
of meaning (FIRTHIAN LINGUISTICS)
which owed much to the - ethno-
linguistics of B. Malinowski (1887-
1942). Out of this LONDON SCHOOL
M. A. K. Halliday developed -> sys-
temic grammar. (1.1 Meetham; 2.2
Bazell, Minnis; 2.5 Langendoen;
9.11 Halliday et al.).

BROAD TRANSCRIPTION
A type of — phonetic transcription
using a restricted number of symbols
to produce a readable transcript,
based on a - phonemic analysis of
the language being transcribed. —
narrow transcription.

BROAD VOWEL - Back
vowel.



Broca’s Area

BROCA’S AREA Area of the
cerebral cortex in the brain which
controls the function of speech
production, as opposed to —
Wernicke’s area which controls com-
prehension of speech. Alternative
term: centre of Broca.

BUCCAL A non-nasal sound
produced in the oral cavity.

BUCCAL CAVITY - Cavity.

C

CACOGRAPHY (a) Hand-
writing which is difficult to read.
— calligraphy. (4) Spelling which
deviates from the accepted norm,
e.g. repetative for repetitive. —
orthography. (7.2).

CACOLOGY Speech which
deviates from an accepted norm in
pronunciation or grammar.

CACOPHONY A combination
of sounds considered to be unpleas-
ant. — euphony.

CACUMINAL — Retroflex.

CADENCE The rise and fall in
pitch, volume or stress in speech,
used particularly with reference to an
— intonation pattern at the end of a
sentence or before a pause.

CALLIGRAPHY The aesthetic
qualities of — writing, particularly
highly developed in Chinese, Arabic,
and Indian languages. (7.2).
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Cardinal Vowel
CALQUE - Loan translation.

CANONICFORM (a)In
phonology: the most usual and
widespread — syllable structure in a
given language, e.g. the structure
consonant-vowel—consonant of Eng-
lish, or the avoidance of consonant
clusters in Malay. — phonotactics.
(6) In morphology: the form chosen
to represent the basic form of a —
morpheme, e.g. the past tense mor-
pheme of English verbs has the
canonic form [-d]. Alternants include
[-t] after voiceless consonants, [-1d]
after [-t] or [-d], or a change in the
stem vowel in the case of strong
verbs.

CANT A - jargon peculiar to a
local, social or occupational group,

particularly of the lower social
strata. Alternative terms: argot,
lingo.

CARDINAL NUMBER A
simple numeral which answers the
question how many? e.g. one, two,
three, as opposed to — ordinal
number.

CARDINAL VOWEL One of a
series of — vowel sounds with
defined features of articulation, in-
vented by D.Jones and used by
British phoneticians. In the diagram
below the numbers 1-8 denote the
PRIMARY cardinal vowels in relation
to the position of the tongue in the
mouth.

FRONT BACK
i e S LA e
2(e) (0)7
MO 3¢ (26
Low <_;(a) (a)5



Caret

This system of cardinal vowels does
not belong to any language, but is
useful as a basis for comparison of
vowel sounds within a language and
between different languages. (3.1).

CARET A diacritic mark indicat-
ing insertion or — silent stress, e.g.
“To be or not to be , that is the
question’.,

CARTESIAN LINGUISTICS
The view based on R. Descartes
(1596-1650) and several rationalist
French grammarians of the PORT
ROYAL school that human language
rests on a thought structiire common
to all mankind. The philosophical
and linguistic works in this tradition
are indebted to both Latin prescrip-
tive grammar and the mathematical
ideolpgy of the Age of Enlighten-
ment. Linguists interested in the
problem of language — universals
have recently re-examined some of
these Cartesian premises. (2.5 Chom-

sky).

CASE A grammatical category
of a > noun, or similarly inflected
word such as a pronoun or adjective,
indicating its relationship to other
words in a sentence. In inflected
languages, cases are usually dis-
tinguished by deciensional endings
(or lack of ending), e.g. in the Ger-
man sentenice Der Hund beift den
Mann ‘The dog bites the man’, der
Hund is nominative and den Mann
is accusative, or in lLatin Agricola
colit agros “The farmer cultivates the
fields’, agricola is nominative and
agros is accusative. The relationship
between words in the above examples
is independent of word order, and
changing the order of words makes
no difference to the meaning of the
sentence, apart from emphasis. The
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Cutegorial Component

number of cases and the number of
case inflexions in different classes
of words varies from one language
to another, e.g. German has four,
Russian six, Finnish sixteen cases.
In non-inflected languages such syn-
tactical relationships are often indi-
cated by means of - word order or
-> prepositions, e.g. in the English
sentence The dog bites the man the
meaning depends entirely on the
word order, and if the word order is
changed, the meaning is changed or
destroyed. The term ‘case’ is often
used to refer to such syntactic
relationships in English, although in
modern English only one case is
inflexionally marked in nouns, the
possessive, e.g. men’s. Pronouns
have more forms which could be
described as subjective, objective,
and two possessive forms, e.g. I, me,
my, mine; they, them, their, theirs,
etc. — ablative, accusative, common,
dative, genitive, instrumental, loca-
tive, nominative, objective, oblique,
possessive, prepositional, subjec-
tive, vocative. (4.1, 4.2 Anderson).

CASUAL SPEECH A - manner
of discourse intermediate between
politely informal and intimate.

CATACHRESIS Thein-
appropriate use of a word or phrase
for a meaning which is similar, but
not the same, e.g. luxuriant ‘profuse’
for Juxurious ‘clegant’. — mal-
apropism.

CATCH - Glottal stop.

CATEGORIAL COMPONENT

In transformational-generative gram-

mar a set of branching — rewrite
rules which show é&xplicitly the
grammatical relations in the — deep
structure of a sentence.



Categorial Grammar

CATEGORIAL GRAMMAR
An approach to linguistic analysis
proposed by Y. Bar-Hillel and other
logicians which recognises only two
basic categories in grammar, the —
sentence and the — noun from which
all other items and relationships are
derived within a semi-algebraic
framework. (10.3 Bar-Hillel).

CATEGORISATION The
process and result of grouping
linguistic symbols and the sections of
human experience they represent
into classes. This process is very
complex and consists basically of
the abstraction of individual experi-
ences into general concepts. The
symbol house, for example, has
different denotative and connota-
tive — meanings when used by a
housewife than when used by an
architect. Different languages have
different ways of classifying the
world around them into linguistic
categories. Alternative term: classifi-
cation. (2.1 Hayakawa).

CATEGORY - Grammatical
categories.

CATEGORY SYMBOL A
symbol used to represent a whole
class of elements, .g. in transforma-
tional-generative grammar the sym-
bol NP is usually used to refer to
noun phrase.

CATENATION The linking
together of speech sounds, syllables,
and words by such devices as —
assimilation, — juncture and -
elision.

CATENATIVE VERB -
Copula.

CAUSAL CLAUSE An - ad-
verbial ciause which states the cause,
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Cavity

reason or purpose of what is men-
tioned elsewhere in the sentence,
usually introduced by a conjunction
such as because or therefore, e.g.
The match was cancelled because it
rained.

CAUSAL CONJUNCTION A
conjunction such as in order that or
therefore introducing a clause ex-
pressing a reason, purpose or effect,
e.g. He said it, therefore it is true.

CAUSATIVE FORM -
Causative verb.

CAUSATIVE VERB A verb
form which indicates that the —
subject caused an action to be
carried out, thus fo fell is the causa-~
tive form of ro fall. Alternative
term: causative form.

CAVITY The vocal tract can be
divided into five cavities or AIR
CHAMBERS, the PULMONIC CAVITY
including the lungs and trachea; the
PHARYNGEAL CAVITY, the space be-
tween the root of the tongue and the
back wali of the throat; the NAsAL
caviTy including the nose and the
nasal pharynx; the ORAL or BUCCAL
cAvITY, the mouth; the (O)ESOPHA-
GEAL CAVITY including the stomach
and eosophagus, which although not
used in normal production of speech
sounds may be used by patients who
have undergone an operation for the
surgical removal of the larynx. The
pharyngeal, oral and nasal cavities
all being above the glottis are often
referred to as the SUPRA-GLOTTAL
cavities. In the production of speech
sounds a distinction is made between
an ACTIVE CAVITY, directly involved
in some way with the production of a
particular sound, and a PASSIVE
caviTy, not directly involved; e.g.



Cavity Features

in the production of oral sounds the
nasal cavity is passive, or in the
case of a sound produced with a
velaric - air-stream mechanism, all
cavities except the oral cavity are
passive. - diagram p.159. (3.1
Pike).

CAVITY FEATURES -~
Distinctive feature.

CAVITY FRICTION - Fric-
tion.

CEDILLA A diacritic mark, usu-
ally placed under a letter to indicate
a special feature of pronunciation,
such as ‘soft’ ¢ as in gar¢on or
fagade.

CELTIC LINGUISTICS Tradi-
tionally studied in — Indo-European
comparative philology, the Celtic
languages (Irish and Scottish Gaelic,
Welsh, Breton, etc.) have recently
experienced a revival both in their
use as spoken and writien languages
and in their linguistic description.
- Appendix 1, p. 269. (6.1 Lock-
wood).

CENEMATICS The system and
study of — cenemes, the linguistic
units of the sound system of a
particular language.

CENEME Term used in — glos-
sematics to describe the smallest
unit of phonology. Since these
primary units have no content, i.e.
no semantic meaning in their own
right, they are also called ‘empty
units’. expression  (a). (2.5
Hjelmslev).

—

CENETICS The system and
study of the units of phonetics and
phonology.

34

Chain and Choice

CENTRALISATION The
process whereby a vowel tends to
become a - neutral vowel, e.g. when:
and [®nd] > unstressed [end]. Alter-
native term: centring.

CENTRAL VOWEL - Neutral
vowel.

CENTRE (a) The - head word
in a phrase. - endocentric construc-
tion. (b) — Syllabie nucleus. (¢) The
top region of the tongue.

CENTRE OF BROCA ->Broca’s
area.

CENTRE OF WERNICKE -
Wernicke’s area.

CENTRING - Centralisation.

CENTRING DIPHTHONG -
Diphthong.

CENTUM LANGUAGE One
of the Indo-European languages in
which the Proto-Indo-European velar
stop *[k] was retained, e.g. in the
initial sound of the Latin word
centum ‘hundred’. Centum languages
include the sub-families Hellenic,
Italic, Celtic, Germanic and the less
documented Hittite and Tokharian.
-> satem languages. (6.1).

CEREBRAL - Retroflex.

CHAIN and CHOICE Two con-
cepts borrowed from mathematics
and information theory to denote the
two axes along which linguistic units
may be arranged: chain refers to the
‘horizontal’ or linear sequence of
elements (-~ syntagmatic), e.g. the
successive words in a sentence,
choice refers to the ‘vertical’ range
of structural alternatives from which



Change

a selection can be made (— para-
digmatic), e€.g. various synonymous
expressions that may be used in a
particular utterance. (10.4 Herdan).

CHANGE The modification and/
or replacement of features of a
language from one stage in its
historical development to the next.
Such changes may affect the sound
system or parts of it, the grammatical
system, or the vocabulary. Changes
may be caused by external influences
on the language such as — borrow-
ing, or by internal processes such as
->analogy or pronunciation fashions.

(6.1).

CHANNEL A medium through
which information (electric impulses,
sound waves, etc.) is carried from a
sender (or source) to a receiver (or
addressee). - communication.

CHARACTER A graphic sign
used in logographic — wriling
systems such as Chinese to represent
words or morphemes. The char-
acters may be direct pictorial images
of ideas, e.g. the character for ‘tree’
was stylised from a picture of a tree,
but in the main they are combina-
tions of two elements, the radical
component indicating the meaning
of the word and the phonetic com-
ponent suggesting its pronunciation.
— table p. 264. (7.2).

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURE
— Acoustic features.

CHARACTEROLOGY OF
SPEECH The particular character-
istics or stylistics of the speech of an
individual, including pronunciation,
diction, choice of words, etc.

CHECKED SYLLABLE A
syllable ending in a consonant,

=
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Chromatic Accent

e.g. hit, hat, hate. Alternative terms:
blocked syllable, closed syliable.

CHECKED versus UNCHECKED
One of the basic oppositions in —
distinctive feature phonolegy based
on the analysis of a — spectrogram.
‘Checked’ indicates rapid discharge
of energy within a short time,
‘unchecked’ a slower discharge of
energy over a longer time. In articula-
tory terms checked indicates rapid
stoppage of 2 pulmonic - air stream.
Checked phonemes are of three
types: — ejective consonants, implo-
sive — stops or — clicks.

CHECKED VOWEL A vowel
sound in a — checked syllable, e.g.
in Ait, hat, hate. Alternative terms:
closed vowel, blocked vowel.

CHEST PULSE A muscular
contraction invoiving the intercostal
muscles and the diaphragm, which
helps to expel air from the lungs.
Several chest pulses make up one
exhalation of air. In speech a chest
pulse may be considered equivalent
to a — syllable, but some phoneti-
cians refute this. A chest pulse
which occurs with an extra burst of
energy is called a reinforced chest
pulse or STRESSED PULSE. A stressed
puise produces a stressed syllable.
(3.3 Ecroyd et al.).

CHILD LANGUAGE - Lan-
guage acquisition.

CHINESE SCRIPT - Table
p. 264. (7.2).

CHOICE - Chain and choice.

CHROMATIC ACCENT -
Pitch accent.



Chrone

CHRONE A unit of duration of
speech sounds. — allochrone, chron-
eme.

CHRONEME A distinctive
feature of length in a speech sound,
usually a vowel. Languages which
use vowel length as a — distinctive
feature rarely have more than two
chronemes: long and short; e.g.
German Rum [Rum] ‘rum’ s,
Ruhm [Ru:m] ‘fame’. Some langu-
ages like Russian and Spanish do
not use vowel length in this way. —
allochrone. (3.1).

CIRCUMFLEX An accent mark
indicating a degree of stress, pitch,
length, vowel quality or similar
feature of speech which is repre-
sented in the writing system of a
particular language. - diacritic
mark.

CITATION A quotation of an
utterance in its traditional graphic
form, e.g. in a dictionary.

CITATION SLIP In - lexico-
graphy, a verbatim quotation of a
spoken or written utterance which is
used for the arrangement and defini-
tion of individual entries in a diction-
ary.

CLASS CLEAYAGE The
assigning of a word to different —
word classes. Depending on the
context in which it occurs, home is a
noun in A house is not a home, but an
adverb in I am going home. Alterna-
tive term: overlapping distribution.

CLASS DIALECT
dialect.

A social -

CLASS NOUN -- Unit noun.
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Classificatory Language

CLASSICAL LANGUAGE
(@) The stage in the historical
development of a language which is
considered to be the peak of its
cultural importance. (b) A term often
used to describe Latin and ancient
Greek and other ancient languages
with an important literature.
modern language.

-

CLASSIFICATION (a) The
process by which languages are
grouped into different types accord-
ing to their historical development or
therelationships and correspondences
between them. Two basic methods of
classification may be distinguished:
— GENEALOGICAL CLASSIFICATION at-
tempts to find genetic relationships
between different languages; - TYPO-
LOGICAL CLASSIFICATION uses strictly
formal criteria, such as morphor
logical indices, to differentiate types
of languages. From the genealogical
point of view, English is affiliated
with other Indo-European languages
such as Greek and Latin, and more
closely to Germanic languages such
as German and Dutch; from the
typological point of view, however,
certain aspects of its structure may be
more easily compared with aggluti-
native and analytic languages such as
Turkish and Chinese. - index (b).
(6.1, 6.2). (b) The way in which words,
morphemes and other grammatical
units are assigned to different classes.
— categorisation.

CLASSIFICATORY LANGU-
AGE A type of language, such as
Swahili and other Bantu languages,
which indicates grammatical cate-
gories and semantic classes by
affixing — particles on to a - root.
-+ agglutinative language. (6.1, 8.1).



Classifier

CLASSIFIER (@) A word or
form which indicates the class or
category of an adjacent word or
form, e.g. -mente signifies adverbs
in Spanish and Italian. () An
auxiliary sign used in some writing
systems to indicate the semantic or
morphological class of words, e.g.
‘human beings’, ‘animals’, ‘gods’,
‘plural’, etc. Alternative terms: deter-
minative, determinant.

CLAUSE In traditional grammar
a clause is a group of words contain-
ing a subject and a verb, as opposed
to a - phrase which contains no
finite verb. Under s definition
clauses may be MAINTCLAUSES, i.e.
able to stand alone an ustitute a
full sentence, or

CLAUSES, linked to a main clause by

a — subordinating conjunction. A
simple sentence such as The frees

are green is said to consist of one

ﬁ;,;)ORDINATE

main clause; a compiex sentence

such as It is cold alt} although the sun is
shining is said to consist of a main
clause (it is cold) and a subordinate
clause (aIthou gh the sun is shining);
two main clauses can be joined by a
- go-ordinating conjunction to form
a_compound sentence such as He
came in but he did not speak. In this
sentence the clauses he came in and
he ot speak are said to be
CC-0) ATE CLAUSES. According 1o
their function in the sentence sub-
ordinate clauses may be divided into

categories such as ADVERBIAL CLAUSE,

ADJECTIVAL CLAUSE, etc. In — sys-
temic grammar a clause is one of the
five grammatical units of English,
second in rank to the sentence and
consisting of one or more groups.
4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

CLAUSE EQUIVALENT A
word or phrase which.functions as a
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—> clause, but which does not possess
all the constituents of a clause, e.g.
now in When are you leaving? Now.
Alternative terms: sentence word,
isolate.

CLAUSE MARKER A word or
phrase or syntactic feature which
indicates the tunction of a — clause,
e.g. Whoin Who is that ? or inversion
in Is he going ?

CLAUSE PATTERN The basic
‘blueprint’ for a simple clause. Several
types can be distinguished according
to the number and types of consti-
tuent elements, e.g. subject, predi-
cate, object(s), adverb{(s), comple-
ment(s). (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

CLAUSE TERMINAL - Junc-
ture.

CLEAR ‘L’ The alveolar [1] used
by most speakers of English before
vowels, e.g. in lamp, as opposed to
the — ‘dark’ or velarised [t], used by
most speakers of English before
consonants and at the end of words,
€.g. in table.

CLICHE A stereotyped word or
phrase which has become almost
meaningless through excessive use,
particulaily in such fields as political
propaganda, e.g. democracy, adver-
tising, e.g. value for money, and in
certain jargons such as journalese,
e.g. iuside information.

CLICK A - stop produced by
double contact of the tongue simul-
taneously released, creating suction
of air by means of an ingressive
velaric -> air-stream mechanism.
Certain African languages such as
Bushman use clicks. One type of
click can be similar to the sound
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often represented in English ortho-
graphy by rut-tut. (3.1).

CLINE A continuous, graded
scale with an infinite number of
gradations. It is often easier to place
a linguistic element on such a bipolar
scale, e.g. between grammatical and
semantic - meaning, than to assign
it to a particular pigeon-hole cate-
gory. Similarly, particular speech
sounds are never exactly alike, but
may be thought of as falling within a
CONTINUUM of articulatory ranges.

CLINICAL LINGUISTICS
The use of special techniques from
the fields of medicine and linguistics
to study and treat speech defects and
language disorders. Such defects
may be due to physical disability
from birth, to accident or illness, or
to psychological disturbances. The
linguistic sciences can help by pro-
viding theoretical models, analytical
techniques and descriptive data about
language as a whole, the relationship
between speech and writing, language
varieties, articulation and classifica-
tion of speech sounds, grammatical
and semantic relationships, etc. —
aphasia, speech therapy. (9.5).

CLIPPED A kind of pronuncia-
tion characterised by -> syncope, -
fortis articulation and rapid tempo
giving a staccato rather than a
slurred impression, e.g. some dialects
of British English in contrast to
some varieties of U.S. American
English. (8.24).

CLIPPED WORD - Abbrevia-
tion.

CLIPPING The shortening of
words resulting in new forms with
the same meaning, e.g. examination
> exam, co-educational > co-ed.
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Closed-class Word

CLITICS In-tagmemics, bound
forms which can hardly be considered
as bound morphemes since they fill
slots at the phrase or clause level,
but which are not consistent with
the criterion for the definition of a
word as minimum free form since
they cannot occur as free forms. In
English the ’m in I'm is a clitic:
although it is phonologically attached
to the I (and cannot occur without
the 1) it fills the predicate slot. The
term PROCLITIC is used if the bound
form is prefixed and EncLiTIC if the
bound form is suffixed. (2.5 Cook).

CLOSE APPOSITION A word
or phrase used in apposition and not
separated by open transition in
speech, nor by a comma in writing,
e.g. our friend Peter in I haven’t seen
our friend Peter for a long time.

CLOSE APPROXIMANT
Term used by some linguists to
refer to a — fricative.

CLOSE JUNCTURE - Transi-
tion.

CLOSE TRANSITION -
Transition.

CLOSE VOWEL A - vowel
sound pronounced with a narrow
opening of the mouth and with the
tongue raised either to the front [i:]
or back [u:] of the mouth. Vowel
sounds are usually classified accord-
ing to the position of the tongue
along a three point scale: high, mid,
low, or a four point scale: close,
half close, half open, open, —> open
vowel. — diagram p. 253. Alternative
term: narrow vowel.

CLOSED-CLASS WORD -
Function word.



Closed List

CLOSED LIST - Closed sys-
tem.

CLOSED SET - Closed system.
CLOSED STATE - Glottis.

CLOSED SYLLABLE A - syl-
lable ending in a consonant. Alterna-
tive terms: blocked syllable, checked
syllable.

CLGSED SYSTEM A paradig-
matic series of a limited number of
variants, e.g. English prepositions or
inflexions, etc., the number of which
is fixed and cannot be increased
without the system being changed,
as opposed to an - open set such as a
list of lexical items, e.g. chair, table,
lamp, etc. Alternative terms: closed
list, closed set. (9.11 Halliday
et al).

CLOSED VOWEL A vowel
sound in a — closed syllable, e.g. in
hit, hat, hate. Alternative terms:
blocked vowel, checked vowel.

CLOSING DIPHTHONG -
Diphthong.

CLOSURE Blocking off the air
stream momentarily at some point
in the vocal tract. For the air-stream
to be cut off completely there must
also be a VELIC CLOSURE, i.e. the
velum must seal off the nasal cavity
so that no air escapes through the
nose: stop consonants (except glottal
and pharyngeal stops) are formed in
this way. During such a blockage the
air is imprisoned bctween an INNER
CLOSURE, the one furthest removed
from the lips, and an OUTER CLOSURE,
the one furthest removed from the
lungs. According to whether the
inner closure occurs at the lungs,
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glottis or velum it is called a pUL-
MONIC CLOSURE, GLOTTALIC CLOSURE
Or VELARIC CLOSURE respectively.
The outer closure may occur at the
lips, the teeth, the alveolar ridge, the
palate, velum, pharynx or glottis or
any intermediate point. - air-stream
mechanism. (3.1, 8.22).

CLUSTER (a) A sequence of
linguistic elements which may be
sounds (— consonant cluster, vowel
cluster) or parts of speech (= noun
cluster, verb cluster). (b) In areal
linguistics a group of dialects or
languages which share common
features as a result of their mutual
geographical proximity.

CLUTTERING Rapid speech
omitting sounds and syllables, usu-
ally due to nervous disorders. (9.5).

COALESCENCE - Fusion.

COALESCENT ASSIMILA-
TION - Assimilation.

CO-ARTICULATION Simul-
taneous or nearly simultansous
occurrence of more than one feature
of — articulation.

CODA The final part of the —
syllable occurring between its peak
and the onset of the next syllable,
e.g. n in manly.

CODE A vprearranged set of
rules for converting messages from
one sign system info another. Sign
systems such as alphabetic writing
are already derived arbitrary repre-
sentations of items of a natural
language and so codes based on
alphabetic writing are ‘twice re-
moved’ from natural languages. Ex-
amples of codes are the Morse code



Cognate Language

used in telegraphy and many binary
systems of computer programming.
In the so-called ‘communication
medel” of — information theory,
the message is said to be converted
into signals by the sender or source
(encopING) and reassembled into
meaningful sequences by the
‘receiver’ or addressee (DECODING).
— elaborated, restricted code. (10.5).

COGNATE LANGUAGE A
language related genealogically to
other languages. Thus in the Rom-
ance family of languages, French is a
cognate of Italian, one of its sister
languages, and of Latin, its parent
language. (6.1).

COGNATE OBJECT The — ob-
ject which is etymologically or
semantically related to the verb by
which it is governed, e.g. the nouns
in we sing a song or he runs a race.

COGNATE WORD A word re-
lated in form and meaning to a
similar word in another language,
e.g. English mother, German Muiter
and Latin mater (ETYMOLOGICAL
coGNATES) or English head and
German Kopf (cognates ic usage)
since they both refer to the same part
of the body.

COGNITIVE FUNCTION The
use of language for the purpose of
intellectual activity such as reason-
ing. - function (a).

COGNITIVE MEANING
Those aspects of the -~ meaning of a
word or phrase which relate it to
some feature(s) of the external
world (denotative meaning) or of
intellectual reasoning. Cognitive in
this sense may be contrasted with —

Coilation

expressive, — affective, -> connota-
tive, or - communicative. - denota-
tion. (5.1).

COGNITIVE REALITY In -
semantics, the validity of semantic
components. The analysis of kinship
terms has shown that at least parts
of the vocabulary of a language can
be viewed as consisting of certain
universal categories, e.g. brother as
‘male’ + ‘sibling’. - componential
analysis. (5.1).

COHESION The degree to which
two or more words or - morphemes
seem to belong together in a syntactic
structure. A - bound morpheme
coheres more strongly with the ele-
ment to which it is bound than to any
other element, e.g. -Iy in He walks
quickly. In this same sentence he
coheres more strongly with walks
than with quickly. In the sentence He
used to sit here, to coheres strongly
with both wsed and siz. Some lin-
guists have extended this term to
cover those features in a text which
link its component parts. (4.1, 4.2,
8.23).

COINAGE The process or result
of deliberately creating a new word
cut of existing morphological ele-
ments by — derivation, - composi-
tion or — root-creation. — nonce-
formation. (4.2, 5.1).

COINED WORD A new word
deliberately created for a specific

purpose.

COLLATION Thecollectionand
grouping of linguistic material gather-
ed from native informants as a basis
of the — linguistic analysis of their
language. — field-work. (2.3 Sam-
arin).
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Collective Noun

COLLECTIVE NOUN A -
noun which refers to a group of
persons, things -or ideas. In English
such nouns are usually inflected in
the same way as other nouns, but
usage often varies as to whether they
are considered to be singular or
plural, e.g. It is a good team as
opposed to They are a good team, or
The parliament is in session; they will
vote soon.

COLLIGATION A group of
words in sequence, considered not as
individual lexical items, but as mem-
bers of particular word classes. Thus
the colligation The boy kicks the ball
would be considered as noun phrase
+ verb + noun phrase. - colloca-
tion.

COLLOCATION Two or meore
words, considered as individual lexi-
cal items, used in habitual association
with one another in a given language,
e.g. in English green collocates with
grass, dark with night, etc. Every
individual word in a language has its
range of collocations which limits its
meaningful usage, and equivalent
words in different languages rarely,
if ever, have the same range of
collocations. — colligation.

COLLOCATION ACCENT
The — stress pattern within a group
of words which distinguishes phrases
such as 'two-hundred-year-old houses
or two ' hundred-year-old houses or
two hundred ' year-old houses.

COLLOQUIAL SPEECH -
Manner of discourse.

COLLOQUIALISM Anexpres-
sion which is used only in informal
or colloquial speech and not, for
example, in formal speech or writing.
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Common Aspect

COLOURING - Timbre.

COMBINATIVE SOUND
CHANGE - Sound change.

COMBINATORIAL SEMAN-
TICS - Semantics.

COMBINATORY SOUND
CHANGE -> Sound change.

COMBINATORY VARIANT
— Conditioned variant.

COMMAND Anutterance which
demands or forbids an action to be
carried out. A distinction must be
made between the semantic term
command and the formal or gram-
matical term — imperative since not
all commands have the imperative
form, e.g. NCO's and other ranks will
repoit at 6.00 a.m. is a command but
it is not an imperative. The same is
true of a phrase such as The tenant
to pay the rates. The relationship
existing between command and im-
perative also exists between such
terms as — question (semantic term)
and interrogative (grammatical term),
and between statement and indicative.
(4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

COMMENT The statement that
is made about the person or thing
that is being discussed. The commeént
is often, but not necessarily, the
predicate of the sentence, and miay
provide ‘new’ information abcut the
topic, e.g. in He plays well the pro-
noun Ae is the topic and the verbal
construction plays well is the com-
ment which tells us more about the
topic. - topic and comment, exo-
centric construction.

COMMON ASPECT The
simple verb form in English, e.g. as
in I write to my parents regularly, as
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opposed to the — progressive or
continuous aspect, e.g. as in I am
writing a letter.

COMMON CASE The
uninflected form of the noun in
English as opposed to the — posses-
sive case with the ’s infiexion.

COMMON CORE That part
of the language which is used and
understood by the majority of its
speakers. — vocabulary. i

COMMON GENDER A type
of — gender. Also used sometimes
with reference to — epicenes, i.e.
nouns which can denote either male
or female persons, e.g. lecturer or
driver.

COMMON LANGUAGE
Type of speech used by the majority
of the population of a speech com-
munity in everyday situations, rather
than specialised literary usage. Alter-
native terms: popular language, com-
mon speech, vernacular.

COMMON MOOD - Mood.

Communication

COMMON NOUN A - noun
designating a general class of objects
or concepts rather than an individual
or personal name. Common nouns
may be non-count or — mass nouns,
e.g. flour and courage, or count or
— unit nouns, €.g. fable and box. —
proper noun.

COMMON SPEECH -
Common language.

COMMON VYOICE Active
- voice.

COMMUNICATION The
passing of information from one
point to another, one of the most
basic uses of human language. Com-
munication requires (1) a source or
‘sender’, (2) an addressee or ‘receiver’,
(3) a ‘channel’ which acts as the
medium and carrier of the message.
Messages are usually in a recognis-
able form of text or utierance (4)
made up from the inventory of a code
(5), shared by both sender (encoder) .
and receiver (decoder). Communica-
tion is usually about a particular
topic (6) within a physical and social
context (7) common to the partici-
pants in the communicative sifuation.
(9.11 Moulton, 10.5).
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Communication Engineering

COMMUNICATION ENGIN-
EERING The application of — in-
formation theory to - communica-
tion, i.e. the passing of messages
from a source to a receiver via a
channel. Alternative term: com-
munication technology. (10.5).

COMMUNICATION TECHNO-
LOGY - Communication engin-
eering.

COMMUNICATIVE FUNC-
TIOMN The use of language for the
purpose of conveying informaticn
between a speaker or writer and
listener.or reader. — function (e).

COMMUTATION Contrastive
-» substitution of phonemes.

COMPACT .versus DIFFUSE
One of the basic oppositions in —
distinctive feature phonology based
on the analysis of a - spectrogram.
‘Compact’ indicates a concentration
of energy in a relatively narrow
central region of the spectrum and
‘diffuse’ concentration in non-central
regions. In articulatory terms this
opposition indicates the relatiors of
the shape and size of the resonance
chamber behind and in front of the
narrowest point (stricture). The Eng-
lish vowels /e/ in pet, /a/ in par and
/o] in pot are compact while /1/ in pit,
/Al in putt, Ju/ in put are diffuse.
Consonants such as /k/ in kill, [{/ in
shall and /n/ in sing are compact
whereas /p/ in pill, [t/ in till, /m/ in
mill, etc. are diffuse.

COMPARATIVE DEGREE -
Degree.

COMPARATIVE GRAMMAR
— Comparative linguistics.
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Comparison of Languages

COMPARATIVE LINGUISTICS
An approach to language studies in
which sets of phonological, gram-
matical and lexical correspondences
between related languages or between
different periods in the historical
development of cne language are
listed and classified. Comparative —
philology started with the discovery
of the similarities between ancient
Sanskrit and other languages of the
Indo-European family such as Clas-
sical Greek and Latin, and 19th
century linguists from J. Grimm to the
— Neogrammarians did much to
refine its techniques. One of the aims
of these studies was to reconstruct
the common ancestor of all — Indo-
European languages. - Typological
comparison, on the other hand,
classifies languages into groups on the
basis of shared structural features
rather than genetic relationships. -
Descriptive linguistics, historical lin-
guistics. Alternative term: compara-
tive philology, comparative grammar.
(6.1, 6.2).

COMPARATIVE METHOD A
method of establishing relationships
between two or more related langua-
ges by comparing forms of - cognate
words. The aim of this comparison is
usually to reconmstruct a common
ancestor. — internal reconstruction.
{6.1, 6.2).

COMPARATIVE PHILOLOGY
- Comparative linguistics.

COMPARATIVE TRANSCRIP-
TION - Phonetic transcription.

COMPARATIVISM Collective
term for the work of the early
pioneers in - comparative linguistics,

COMPARISON OF LAN-
GUAGES The description and
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analysis of similar and different items
and patterns of two or more lan-
guages or of two or more periods in
the development of one language to
find genetic or typological relation-
ships between them (- comparative
linguistics, historical linguistics, typo-
logy) or to find principles which may
make language teaching and transla-
tion more effective (— contrastive
linguistics). (6.1, 9.13).

COMPATIBILITY The
relationships that can be established
between words with partly overlap-
ping meanings. Thus the words dark
and night are compatible in - col-
locations such as It was a dark and
rainy night. (5.1).

COMPETENCE and PER-.

FORMANCE A distinction drawn
originally by N. Chomsky: compet-
ence refers to the (ability lall native
speakers have of being able to under-
stand and produce sentences which

A \ 23 they have never heard before; it

refers in this sense to the code which
. ——",’ - .
underlies iall utterances/ in a_given

Complete Verb

ball), the noun or adjective that
occurs after a copulative verb
(became president or is beautiful), or
the adverb in the phrase It happened
yesterday. Complements are obliga-
tory constituents, as opposed to —
adjuncts which are optional modifiers,
e.g. the adverb in He became presi-
dent last night. In traditional gram-
mar the term complement is used to
denote an element that ‘completes’ a,
sentence after a verb which does not
usually take an ‘object’, e.g. the
verb to be. In the sentence He is a
policeman, a policeman is the comple-
ment. (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

COMPLEMENTARITY In -
semantics, the relationship between
words with meanings that are mutu-
ally exclusive, e.g. single @ married or
brother : sister. As opposed to —
antonyms such as big and small,
complementary items are not usually
‘gradable’, i.c. big, bigger, biggest, but
not married, more married. (5.1).

COMPLEMENTARY DISTRI-

¢

N
> BUTION Term used to describe
a situation where two — variants are

mutually exclusive in a particular

language. Performance on the other
" hand refers to the/Tealisation \of this
code in ituati where lan--

guage is used, and thus relates to t
_utterances themselves. In transforma-

tional-generative grammar features
of competence are represented in the
— deep structure. exhibited by the
syntactic component of the grammar,
whereas features of performance are
represented in the — surface structure
produced b)/ the phonological com-
ponent of the grammar.) (2.1 Chom-
sky).

COMPLEMENT That part of
a verbal phrase which is required to
make it a complete predicate in a
sentence, e.g. the object noun that
occurs with a transitive verb (it the

environment. Thus in English, the
two — allophones of the phoneme /p/,
[p?] aspirate as in the word pin and
[p] non-aspirate as in the word spin,
are said to be in complementary
distribution because only the non-
aspirate form [p] occurs after /s-/ and
only the aspirate form [p®] occurs at
the beginning of a word.

COMPLETE VERB (a) -
Intransitive verb. (b) A verb with
forms corresponding to the forms of
the majority of verbs in the same
language, e.g. make, makes, made,
making; walk, walks, walked, walking,
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Completive Fragment

as opposed to a - defective verb, e.g.
must or ought.

COMPLETIVE FRAGMENT
- Favourite sentence.

COMPLEX NUCLEUS A -
syllable nucleus consisting of a vowel
cluster, e.g. the diphthong f[ai] in
night. Alternative term: complex

peak.

COMPLEX PEAK -» Complex
nucleus.

COMPLEX SENTENCE A -
sentence which is made up of at
least one independent or — main
clause and one dependent or —
subordinate clause, joined by a sub-
ordinating conjunction, e.g. I don’t
know whether he called. - compound
sentence.

COMPLEX STOP - Stop.

COMPLEX FORM -~

Sound wave.

WAVE

COMPLEX WORD A word
made up of one free - morpheme
and cne or more bound morphemes,
e.g. homeliness, or two or more
bound morphemes, e.g. receive.

COMPONENT (@) - Seman-
tic component. (b) In transforma-
tional-generative grammar, one of
several parts of the theoretical model
which accounts for or generates a
sentence, e.g. phonology/graphology,
syntax (phrase structures and trans-
formations) and semantics (diction-
ary and projection rules). - level.

COMPONENTIAL ANALYSIS
A method of - linguistic analysis
which shows how elements such as

45

Composition

sounds or words are made up of
component features. N. S. Trubetz-
koy (1890-1938) and the — Prague
School analysed phonemes into —
distinctive features: thus /d/ can be
regarded as being composed of
‘oral’ (vs. nasal) + ‘voiced’ (ws.
voiceless} + ‘dental’ (vs. labial,
velar, etc.). Some linguists have
explained morphemes and other
grammatical elements as being made
up of distinctive ‘categories’; thus
goes may be said to be ‘singular’
(vs. plural), ‘verb’ (vs. noun), ‘third
person’ (vs. first person), ‘present’
(vs. past). In semantics, componential
analysis can show how sets of terms
contain universal features or +seman-
tic components, thus the proportional
relations between words like man/
womanfchild and bull/cow/calf may
be stated in terms of ‘male’/‘female’,
‘adult’/‘non-adult’, *human’/‘bovine’,
etc. (2.1, 3.1, 4.1, 5.1, 5.2 Bendix).

COMPOSITE TRANSFER A
semantic change of a yword because
it is related to another word in
phonetic shape and/or meaning, e.g.
when the Germanic Bergfried ‘guard-
peace’ becomes English belfry with
the meaning ‘bell tower’. (5.2 Ull-
mann),

COMPOSITE VERB A term
used in transformational-generative
grammar to refer to a verb consisting
of two parts, sometimes called stem
and complement, which are not
adjacent in the structure but which
are usually separated by the object of
the verb, e.g. rang ... up as in He
rang her up. — discontinuity.

COMPOSITION The joining of
two or more words to produce a -
compound word in which the mean-
ings of the component parts merge to



Compound

represent a phrase, e.g. house-boat,
‘boat combined with and serving as a
house’. - word-formation. (4.2, 5.1).

COMPOUND - Compound
word.

COMPOUND GRAPHEME A
combination of graphic signs repre-
senting one sound, e.g. gh in laugh. ~
digraph, ligature.

COMPOUND NOMINAL -
Compound noun.

COMPOUND NOUN A —noun
phrase which is made up of two or
more words, e.g. high school, blue-
beard, machine-gun with the stress
pattern’ * which helps to differentiate

7 \
the compound noun blackbird from
A
the structure: modifier + noun black

’
bird. Alternative terms: compound
nominal, bluebeard compound.

COMPOUND PERSONAL
PRONOUN The — pronouns
formed by my, your, our, etc. com-
bined with self, selves, e.g. myself,
ourselves.

COMPOUND PHONEME A
combination of vowel phonemes in
one syllable, e.g. a diphthong func-
tioning as a phonological unit. (2.4
Bloomfield).

COMPOUND PREDICATE A
-> predicate consisting of more than
one verb phrase, e.g. He came and
locked or He was running and
Jjumping. — simple predicate.

COMPOUND SENTENCE A
— sentence which is made up of at
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least two independent or — main
clauses, connected by co-ordinating
conjunctions such as and or but or
by intonation, e.g. We arrived in
London and went to our hotel, (but)
then her sister called. — complex
sentence. Alternative terms: multiple
sentence, sentence compound.

COMPOUND SUBJECT A -~
noun phrase which consists of single
nouns or pronouns joined by con-
junctions or by intonation, e.g. Either
one man or twe boys were needed.

COMPOUND TENSE A -~
tense form made up of an auxiliary
verb plus a full verb, e.g. in We have
been waiting for you for over an hour.

COMPOUND WORD The
combination of two or more words to
form a new word. Most frequently
two nouns are joined to form com-
pounds, e.g. typewriter, apple-tree,
but other parts of speech may also
occur in compounds, e.g. flycver,
nevertheless, blue-eyed, overtake,
forget-me-not, etc. Compound words
can often be distinguished from their
two-word counterparts by means of

’

different stress pattcrns, g White

House as opposed to whzte house or

movmg van as opposed to movmg van
- word formation. (4.2, 5.1).

COMPREHENSION One of the
basic linguistic skills, consisting of
the ability to listen to and understand
speech (aural comprehension) or tc
read and understand written language
(visual comprehension). (3.3 Mol,
9.5, 9.11).

COMPROMISE LANGUAGE
- Koine.



Computational Linguistics

COMPUTATIONAL LINGUIS-
TICS A branch of language studies
which applies computer techniques to
linguistic and literary research, parti-
cularly in. word — frequency counts
and other fields requiring statistical
analysis, such as -> concordance
making, - machine translation, —
speech' recognition and — speech
synthesis. -~ Mathematical linguistics.
9.4, 10.4).

CONCATENATION (a) The
process of linking elements together
by placing them in sequence to form
strings. In transformational-genera-
tive grammar a language is considered
as a set of strings which consist of
elements linked together by the
process of concatenation. () The >
extension of the semantic meaning of
a word in a linear development, e.g.
German Feder ‘feather’ > ‘quill’ >
‘pen’. — radiation.

CONCEPT Thc mental image
of an object or process, e.g. the idea
of ‘heavenly body’, which can be
verbalised by definition, e.g. “‘lumi-
nous object in the sky, of certain
consistency, temperature, etc.” and
given an agreed name or - term, €.g.
star. (5.2 Zgusta).

CONCEPTUAL THEORY OF
MEANING - Semantics.

CONCEPTUALISM -
Semantics.

CONCESSIVE A conjunction or
clause expressing a state or condition
in spite of which the truth or validity
of the main clause holds good, e.g.
We went out, although we knew that
it would rain.

CONCORD — Agreement.
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Conditional Perfect Tense

CONCORDANCE A list of
words with references to where and
how often they occur in a particular
text or set of texts, such as the Bible,
or the works of a single author,
arranged by alphabet, subject matter,
or in chronological order. (7.3, 9.4).

CONCRETE NOUN A - noun
referring to a material object, e.g.
table or animal. It may take any —
determiner and usually forms a
plural. - abstract noun.

CONCRETE SOUND The
actual pronunciation of a particular
speech sound by a speaker, as opposed
to an - abstract sound or - phoneme
in which individual and dialectal
variants are disregarded.

CONDITIONAL A verb form
implying a condition or hypothesis.
In some languages a special form of
the verb exists for this purpose, e.g.
French vous iriez ‘you would go’. In
English a compound form is used
with the auxiliaries should or would
plus the infinitive of the main verb.
— conditional tense.

CONDITIONAL CLAUSE A
clause expressing a condition, usually
introduced by if, e.g. If you walk too
Sar, you will be tired. - consequence
clause. Alternative terms: hypotheti-
cal clause, protasis.

CONDITIONAL PERFECT
TENSE Traditional term for the
verb form occurring in English as
would have + past participle, e.g. He
would have read. This kind of time
reference is now usually considered
as a type of —> aspect, since it refers
to tiie type and state of the action,
¢.g. its completion, rather than loca-
tion in time. Alternative term:
future perfect in the past.



Conditional Sound Change

CONDITIONAL SOUND
CHANGE - Sound change.

CONDITIONAL TENSE
Traditional term for the verb form
occurring in English as would +
infinitive, e.g. He would go. This

feature is now usually considered as a _

- mood rather than a — tense.
Alternative term: future in the past.

— aspect.

CONDITIONAL VARIANT -
Conditioned variant.

CONDITIONED SOUND
CHANGE - Sound change.

CONDITIONED VARIANT A
particular variety of sound or gram-
matical form determined by its
environment, e.g. the unaspirated [p]
in spin where the lack of aspiration
is conditioned by the preceding [s],
or the variant dep- < deep which
occurs before the suffix -t in depth.
— complementary distribution. Al-
ternative terms: automgatic variant,
combindtory  variant, conditional
variant, contextual variant, positional
variant.

CONFIRMATIONAL INTER-
ROGATIVE A shortened clause
which implies the confirmation of the
preceding statement, e.g. in They said
it would rain today, didn’t they? or
Nice day, isn’t it? Alternative terms:
confirmatory clause, tag question.

CONFIRMATORY CLAUSE
- Confirmational interrogative.

CONGENERIC GROUP -
Synaesthesia.

CONGRUENCE — Agreement.
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CONJUGATE To list the forms
of a particular verb according to —
tense, person and number. — con-
jugation.

CONJUGATION  Classification
of a verb according to its inflexional
forms for ~ number, - person and
— tense, etc. Latin verbs, for example,
are classified into four conjugations:
1st conjugation: infinitive ending in
-are, e.g. amare ‘to love’, 2nd
conjugation: infinitive ending in -ére,
e.g. monére ‘to advise’, 3rd conjuga-
tion: infinitive ending in -ere, e.g.
regere ‘to rule’, 4th conjugation:
infinitive ending in -ire, e.g. audire
‘to hear’. The term conjugation is
sometimes used to refer to other
categories of verbs, e.g. — strong or
irregular verbs such as English drink/
drank(drunk and — weak or regular
verbs such as walk/walked. - declen-
sion. (4.1, 4.2).

CONJUNCT FORM -~
Conjunctive pronoun.

CONJUNCTION Anuninflected
word used to link together words or
sentence parts. Conjunctions are
usually classified into two categories:
CO-ORDINATING CONJUNCTION (alter-
native termis: CO-GRDINATOR, COUP-
LING CONJUNCTION), €.g. and, but, or,
nor, for, which link together items of
equal rank without syntactic or
semantic implications; and sus-
ORDINATING CONJUNCTION (alterna-
tive term: SUBORDINATOR) which in
turn may be classified into QUALIFY-
ING CONJUNCTION, e.g. when, if, be-
cause, although, while which indicate
semantic subordination of the clause
introduced ; PREPOSITIONAL CONJUNC-
TION, €.g. as, than used in comparisons
to complete a syntactic structure;
INCORPORATING CONJUNCTION, €.g.



Conjunctive Adverb

that, whether, what, how which imply
syntactic subordination. Alternative
term: connective. (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

CONJUNCTIVE ADVERB An
— adverb which connects clauses, e.g.
consequently, nevertheless, indeed,
hence, furthermore. Unlike conjunc-
tions, they need not be restricted to
the beginning of the sentence which
they introduce, e.g. The chairman
left; the meeting, however, continued.
Alternative terms: adverbial con-
junction, introductory adverb.

CONJUNCTIVE PRONOUN
A — pronoun used only in conjunc-
tion with a verb in Romance
languages, e.g. French je ‘I’ or the
object pronoun occurring before the
verb as in il me dit. Alternative
term: conjunct form. — disjunctive
pronoun.

CONNECTING CONSONANT
or VOWEL - Linking morpheme.

CONNECTIVE (a) - Conjunc-
tion. (b) - Sentence connector.

CONNECTIVE CONSTRUC-
TION - Exocentric construction.

CONNECTOR (a) A conjunctive
adverb such as therefore which links
two or more sentences. (b) A linking
verb such as be, seem and become
which relates the subject and comple-
ment in a sentence. — copula.

CONNOTATION That aspect of
meaning of a particular word or
group of words which is based on the
feelings and ideas it arouses in the
minds of speaker (or writer) and
hearer (or reader). Thus the term
democracy has different emotive
associations in different political
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contexts and it may be said that its
original or literal sense has been
extended to include different over-
tones. Connotation is opposed to —
denotation or — cognitive meaning.
Alternative terms: implication, over-
tone. (5.1).

CONNOTATIVE MEANING
— Meaning.

CONSECUTIVE INTER-
PRETING - Interpreting.

CONSECUTIVE TRANSCRIP-
TION The rendering in - phonetic
transcription’ of a consecutive text
rather than of individual words.

CONSEQUENCE CLAUSE
The — clause which states the expec-
ted result of the condition expressed
in a conditicnal sentence, e.g. in If
the wind drops, it will rain, it will rain
is the consequence clause and if the
wind drops is the — conditional
clause. Alternative term: apodosis.

CONSONANCE Identical
final consonant sounds of two or more
words, e.g. in dash and fish.

CONSONANT (@) A — speech
sound produced by obstructing or
impeding the passage of air at some
point in the vocal tract above the —
glottis. It may or may not be
accompanied by — voicing: [b, d, g,
v, 8, 3, z] are voiced, [p, t, k, f, 6, J, s]
are voiceless. Consonants can also be
classified according to (i) the point
of — articulation: bilabial [p, b, m];
labiodental [f, v]; interdental [6, 8];
dental or alveolar [t, d, n, 1, r]; pala-
tal [f, 3, n]; velar [x, v, k, g, n}; uvu-
lar [R]; pharyngeal [h]; glottal or
laryngeal [P], (ii) the manner of
articulation: stop [p, b, t, d, k, g, ?];



Consonant Cluster

nasal [m, n, n, nl; lateral [I]; trill
[r, R]}; fricative [f, v, 6,6, [, 3, X, ¥];
affricate [f3, dz, tf, a3, pil, (iii) dura-
tion: long [1:] as in Italian belia; short
[11 as in English willow. — Table
p. 261. In phonology a consonaat
may also be defined as a speech
sound which can occur at the margin
of a — syllable and not as the nucleus.
(b) A letter representing this type of
speech sound. (3.1, 8.22).

CONSONANT CLUSTER A
combination of two or more adjacent
consonants occurring within the sfme
— syllable. Languages differ in the
consonant clusters they will allow
and the position in which they will
allow them; e.g. the combination
[-ts] often occurs at the end of words
such as cats, hats, etc., but except in
the occasional rare borrowed word it
does not occur at the beginning of
words in English. In German and
Russian, however, this cluster occurs
in both positions.

CONSONANT MUTATION -~
Mutation.

CONSONANT SHIFT A
series of regular changes in the
articulation of consonant sounds at a
particular stage in the history of a
language. > first sound shift, second
sound shift.

CONSONANTAL Term used to
refer to the syllabic, ncn-semantic
sign of some systeras of writing such
as ancient Egyptian, West Semitic
and Arabic, where — vowels are not
represented. (7.2).

CONSONANTAL versus NON-
CONSONANTAL One of the basic
oppositions in — distinctive feature
phonology based on the analysis of a

Constituent Sentence

- spectrogram. ‘Consonantal’ indi-
cates the lowering of the frequency
of the first > formant with a reduc-
tion in overall intensity and ‘non-
consonantal’ indicates the lack of
these features. In articulatory terms
consonantal indicates interference
with the air stream above the glottis
in the vocal tract. All consonants
have the feature conscnantal and all
vowels have the feature non-con-
sonantal.

CONSTITUENT A linguistic ele-
ment which is a component part
of a larger unit, e.g. 2 > morpheme
within a word, a word within a
construction, or subject and predicate
in a -> sentence. — immediate
constituent analysis, discontinuity.

CONSTITUENT CLASS -~
Form class.

CONSTITUENT SENTENCE
A term used in — transformational-
generative grammar to refer to a
sentence which is embedded into
TENCE. Constitueni sentences often
coincide with what are known 'in
traditional grammar as“ependent

clauses: the sentence The man who is

driving the car is my uncle can be
consideied as being derived from the
two sentences The man is my uncle,
He is driving the car, the second
sentence, the constituent sentence,
being embedded into the first, the
matrix sentence, with the appropriate
transformation of the man to who
in the constituent sentence. In
traditional grammar who is driving
the car is a dependent clause, The
man is my uncle being the main
clause. - parenthetical clause. (4.1
Fowler).
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Constituent Structure Grammar

CONSTITUENT STRUCTURE
"GRAMMAR An alternative term
for — phrase structure grammar.

CONSTRATE In writing, the
graphic marks that are applied to a
surface. - substrate (b).

CONSTRICTED - Glottalised.

CONSTRUCTED LANGUAGE
— Artificial language (a).

CONSTRUCTION The process
or result of a grouping of morphemes
within a word or of words within a
sentence, e.g. the word hecdmaster
may be regarded as a compound
construction consisting of the mor-
phemes head and master; or the
sentence The cat caught the mouse can
be described as a construction
consisting of subject + verb + direct
object, or noun + verb + noun.

CONSULTATIVE SPEECH A
- manner of discourse intermediate
between formal and casual.

CONTACT The influence of
different languages upon each other
due to frequent meetings between
their speakers. Linguistic contact is
characterised by — bilingualism, —
borrowing, and — linguistic change,
caused by direct learning, translation
and deliberate language teaching.
Sometinmies mixing of different lan-
guage forms may create creole or —
pidgin languages. (9.2 Weinreich).

CONTACT VERNAC.LAR -
Pidgin.

CONTAGION The process or
result of confusing or blending two
forms which are semantically linked,
e.g. the association of restive, origin-
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ally ‘inactive’, ‘persistent’, with rest-
less, gives the new meaning ‘fidgety’.
(5.2).

CONTAMINATION The
process or result of confusing or
joining two forms which are habitu-
ally or accidentally associated. Thus
the combination of equally good with
as good gives the expression equally
as good.

CONTENT In - linguistic analy-
sis, content refers to the level of
lexical or semantic meaning of expres-
sions. Many linguists have stressed
that linguistic ‘signs’ have a content
plane (what is meant) and an -
expression plane (how it is said). (2.5
Hjelmslev).

CONTENT WORD A word
which has a full lexical meaning of
its own, e.g. chair, table, book, as
opposed to a — function word which
has no such independent lexical
meaning but just contributes to the
grammatical meaning of a construc-
tion, e.g. the, of, but. Aiternative
terms: full word, lexical word,
notional word, open-class word,
autonomous word. (4.1, 5.1).

CONTEXT (a) The sounds,
words or phrases preceding and
following a particular linguistic item
in an utterance or text. Speech
sounds arc often influenced by the
sounds adjacent to them and are thus
said to be conditioned by their
environment, e.g. [n] in English is
usually articulated on the alveolar
ridge, but in a word such as tenth
{tten®] it has a dental articulation
in anticipation of the dental sound
[6] which follows. Alternative terms:
linguistic context, co-text, environ-
ment. (3.1, 4.1).



Context of Situation

(b) Those features of the external
world in relation to which an utter-
ance or text has meaning. The notions
of context and situation are central in
all branches of -> semantics, since
they account for the way that verbal
and graphic.symbols represent the
world around the speaker. — systemic

grammar. Alternative terms: environ- °

ment, context of situation. (2.4 Firth,
5.1, 8.24).

CONTEXT OF SITUATION
— Context (b).

CONTEXT-FREE GRAMMAR
A phrase structure grammar in which
the rewrite rules such as X -~ Y
(which means rewrite X as Y) apply
irrespective of the context of X.

CONTEXT-RESTRICTED
GRAMMAR A phrase structure
grammar in which the rewrite rules
indicate a restriction in the contexts
in which they are to be applied, e.g.
X - Y/a __ b/ means: X is to be
rewritten as Y only in the context
indicated between the slants where _
shows the place in the string which
the replacement occupies. Alternative
term: context-sensitive grammar.

CONTEXT-SENSITIVE
GRAMMAR - Context-restricted
grammar.

CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS A
type of — linguistic analysis which
recognises that the meanings of
linguistic units are determined by the
— context in which they occur.
Contextual constraints operate on
the level of phonology and graph-
logy, grammar and lexis (- com-
plementary distribution, selection
restriction).
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CONTEXTUAL MEANING -»
Meaning.

CONTEXTUAL THEORY
OF MEANING -> Semantics.

GONTEXTUAL VARIANT -~
Conditioned variant.

CONTIGUOUS ASSIMILA-
TION - Assimilation.

CONTIGUOUS DISSIMILA-
TION — Dissimilation.

CONTINUANT Any speech
sound which is not a — stop, e.g.
vowel, spirant, fricative. — inter-
rupted, - abrupt vs. continuant.

CONTINUANT versus NON-
CONTINUANT (STOP) Manner
of articulation features in recent
theories of — distinctive feature
phonology. In continuant sounds the
air stream is allowed to keep flowing
past a constriction whereas in the
case of non-continuant sounds the
air stream is blocked.

CONTINUOUS ASPECT -

Aspect.

CONTINUOUS CONSTITUENT
A linguistic element within a larger
unit which is preceded or followed by
another element with which it is
closely related without any break, e.g.
is and leaving in Mary is leaving now,
as opposed to discontinuous consti-
tuents, e.g. in Is Mary leaving now ?
— discontinuity.

CONTINUOUS SPECTRUM
— Spectrum.



Continuum

CONTINUUM - Cline.

CONTOID Name given by some
linguists to an articulatory class of
sounds more traditionally called —
consonants, reserving the term con-
sonant to refer to the consonant
phonemes of a particular language
and their written representation.
Contoid is thus a phonetic term and
consonant a phonological term. —
vocoid. (3.1 Pike).

CONTOUR A sequence of —
prosodic features such as pitch or
stress over part or the whole of an
utterance, e.g. the rising - intonation
pattern inh the question Are you?
Such features are used in speech as —
vocal qualifiers to convey informa-
tion aboui the state of the speaker.
(3.4, 8.22).

CONTRACTION The process or
result of shortening a linguistic form,
e.g. in the construction: pronoun
plus auxiliary, I’ve, you'd, or auxiliary
plus not: wor’t, car’t, or in the French
au for a le. —» abbreviation.

CONTRAST (a) Between
languages: - comparison. (b) In
phonology, morphology, syntax, etc.
the term contrast is used to refer to
— opposition between — distinctive
units. An opposition exists, for
example, between voiced and voice-
less stops at the beginning of a word
in English as in pin ~ bin, tin ~ din
and between singular and plural of
nouns such as man ~ men. Such
opposition between linguistic ele-
ments is called contrastive or func-
tional,and contrastive pairs involving
only one opposition are referred to
as - minimal pairs. Some British
linguists, however, use the term
opposition for the — paradigmatic
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relationships outlined above and
restrict the term contrast to a —
syntagmatic relationship, e.g. in the
word pin [p/ contrasts with /n/ as
it differs from it; i.e. /p/ is a voice-
less bilabial stop and /n/ is a voiced
alveolar nasal continuant. In this
usage the term contrast and opposi-
tion cannot be equated since it is not
possible to talk about an opposition
between /p/ and /n/ in the word pin.
- binarism. (3.1, 4.1).

CONTRASTIVE - Distinctive.

CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS A
method of — linguistic analysis which
shows the similarities and differences
between two or more languages or
dialects with the aim of finding
principles which can be applied to
practical problems in language teach-
ing and translation, with special
emphasis on -transfer, interference,
and equivalents. This approach is
— synchronic in that it pays attention
only to the contemporary forms of
the languages in question, whereas -
comparative-historical linguistics is
usually - diachronic, concentrating
on the forms of the languages at
different periods of their develop-
ment. Alternative terms: differential
analysis, differential linguistics. (9.13).

CONTRASTIVE PAIR -
Minimal pair.

CONTRASTIVE SUBSTITU-
TION - Substitution.

CONVENTION The fact that
different speakers of a language
follow very similar rules for using
their language with reference to parti-
cularsituations, e.g. in naming objects
and ideas. Changes in usage are de-
pendent on the need to agree on a
common system of communication,



Conventionalism

or to improve the system. — arbitrari-
ness. (2.1 Lyons).

CONVENTIONALISM -
Nominalism.

CONVERGENCE (a) > Merger,
(b) > De-dialectalisation.

CONVERGENCE AREA That
region of a — speech community
which touches on a neighbouring
language, where frequent linguistic -
contact produces mixed language
forms, bilingualism and change. (7.1).

CONVERSATION - Spoken
language used between at least two
speakers. As opposed to written
language and deliberate prose, con-
versation is often spontaneous speech
(and sign language), and as such has
not been subjected to large-scale and
detailed analysis in linguistics.

CONVERSE TERMS A pair
of lexical items which have opposite
associative meanings, e.g. buy and
seil, husband and wife. - antonymy.
(2.1 Lyons).

CONVERSION (a) Alternative
term for — transmutation, the change
of function or class of a word, e.g.
condition (n) becomes fo condition
(vb). Sometimes the change is limited
to a change in suprasegmental
features, e.g. présent becomes fo
presént. (b) The change from one
code or recording medium to another,
e.g. - translation, — transcription, -
transliteration.

CO-OCCURRENCE A relation-
ship permitted or required between
two or more words of different types
to form a sentence. Thus words of the
class man, boy, etc. can be used or can

Co-ordinative Construction

co-occur with words of the class sit,
run, watk, etc. to make sentences.
Words of the former class, tradition-
ally called nouns, may be preceded
by a, the, etc., words of the latter
class, traditionally called verbs, may
be followed by quickly, slowly, etc. —
colligation, collocation.

CO-ORDINATE CLAUSE A
- clause which is joined to another
by means of a conjunction but which
is not grammatically dependent on it,
e.g. He went shopping but he did not
buy a new hat consists of two co-
ordinate clauses joined by a - co-
ordinator.

CO-ORDINATE CONSTRUC-
TION Syntactic units of equal rank
or status, e.g. two words joined by
and such as bread and butter, or
sentences joined by — co-ordinating
conjunctions such as and, or, e.g. I
walked into the room and he handed
me the book. Alternative terms: co-
ordinative construction.

CO-ORDINATE ENDO -
CENTRIC CONSTRUCTION -—
Endocentric construction.

CO-ORDINATING CON-
JUNCTION A - conjunction such
as and, but, or, which connects words
or clauses of equal status, e.g. He
handed me the book and I read it out
to him. — correlative. Alternative
term: co-ordinator.

CO-ORDINATION The
linking of words by means of —
co-ordinating conjunctions. (4.1, 4.2,
8.23).

CO-ORDINATIVE CON-
STRUCTION - Co-ordinate con-

.struction.
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Co-ordinator

CO-ORDINATOR - Co-
ordinating conjunction.

COPENHAGEN SCHOOL -
Glossematics.

COPULA A - verb such as be,
seem, become, look, etc. which relates
the — subject to the -~ complement,
e.g. in He is a teacher, The policeman
seemed not at all satisfied, It got
worse and worse. Alternative terms:
copulative verb, linking verb, equa-
tional verb, catenative verb, connec-
tor. (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

COPULATIVE COMPOUND

A type of - compound word having

two constituents of equal status as if

joined by and, e.g. bittersweet, Anglo-

. American. Alternative term: dvandva
compound.

COPULATIVE VERB -
Copula.

CORONAL A sound produced
by bringing the blade of the tongue
into contact with the hard palate. —
palatal.

CORONAL versus NON -
CORONAL Cavity features in
recent theories of - distinctive
feature phonology. Coronal sounds
involve the blade of the tongue being
raised, thus dental, alveolar and

palatal sounds are goronal. Sounds for
which the blade of the tongue remains
in the neutral position, e.g. labial
consonants, uvular {rR], glides, etc.
are non-coronal.

CORPUS An unorganised mass
of linguistic data collected in — field
work or by compiling written —
texts. The linguist analyses such data

Countable Noun

to make scientific statements abcut
the phonological, graphemic, gram-
matical or lexical features of a
language. (2.3 Samarin).

CORRECTNESS Traditionally,
much attention was paid by gram-
marians to the question of ‘right’ and
‘wrong’ in speech and writing. Today
most linguists try to avoid value
judgments, basing their research on
observable data of — usage. Recent
investigations of social dialects have
shown that each variety of a language
has its own internal standard of —
acceptability, but what is correct in
one dialect may not be socially
acceptable in another. - prescriptive
linguistics, adequacy.

CORRELATION (@) The
relationship existing between two
series of sounds, e.g. {p t k f 8] which
are voiceless sounds, and [bd g v 8}
which are voiced. A correlation of
voice is said to exist between them. —
mark of correlation. (b) The attach-
ment of semantic — meaning to
linguistic units such as words.

CORRELATIVE A - con-
junction consisting of a pair of
words such as either/or, both/and, etc.
connecting words or clauses of equal
status, e.g. in He was both shocked
and entertained.

CORRESPONDENCE -
Agreement.

CORRESPONDENCE THEORY
OF MEANING - Semantics.

CO-TEXT - Context (a).
COUNT NOUN - Unit noun.

COUNTABLE NOUN - Unit
noun.
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Coupling Conjunction

COUPLING CONJUNCTION
— Conjunction.

COVERED versus UN -
COVERED Cavity features in re-
cent theories of —» distinctive feature
phonology. Covered sounds are
produced with a tension and con-
striction in the pharynx, uncovered
sounds are produced without such a
constriction. The terms are used only
with reference to vowels primarily
in African languages exhibiting vowel
harmony.

CRASIS A fusion of two vowels
or diphthongs into one long vowel or
diphthong as a result of their coming
together at the end of one word and
at the beginning of the next, e.g.
Latin co-ago > cogo ‘I drive’.

CREAK - Register (a).
CREAKY VOICE - Register (a).

CREATIVITY Term used by
some linguists to refer to that quality
of all human languages which enables
speakers to understand and produce
sentences never heard or produced
before.

CREOLE A mixed natural lan-
guage composed of elements of
different languages in areas of inten-
sive — contact, e.g. of European
languages such as English, Portu-
guese, French and Dutch with native
speech forms of Central America and
Central Africa. — pidgin, lingua
franca. Alternative term: creolised
language. (8.8 Hall, 9.2 Hymes).

CREOLISED LANGUAGE -
Creole.

CREST OF SONORITY -
Peak of sonority.
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Culture and Language

CROSS-REFERENCE (a) —
back-reference. (6) The practice in
lexicography of referring the reader
of a dictionary from one entry to
another.

CRYPTOGRAM A text
written in a secret — code.

CRYPTOGRAPHY Thestudy of
secret codes, which may contribute
to our understanding of extinct
languages by the decipherment of
ancient documents.

CUCKOO THEORY -
Origin of speech.

CULTIVATED SPEECH -
Manner of discourse.

CULTURAL OVERLAP The
similarities in behaviour and attitudes,
customs and institutions of two
speech communities, reflected in
corresponding linguistic features, e.g.
translation-equivalents in the vocabu-
laries. (2.1 Lyons).

CULTURAL SPEECH -
Manner of discourse.

CULTURE and LANGUAGE
Language is closely related to man’s
ecology, including his social environ-
ment and the literary, religious and
other traditions of his society.
Linguists, philosophers and anthro-
pologists share an interest in the
interrelationship of these fields, with
a view to establishing the extent of
their dependence upon one another
(— relativity). It is important to
determine what is unique in a
particular culture as well as to
discover features which appear to be
universal in all cultures. - anthropo-
logical linguistics. (10.1).



Cumul

CUMUL A form which signals
more than one grammatical category,
e.g. the Latin ending -z in the noun
lingua ‘tongue, language’ represents
singular number, feminine gender,
and nominative or ablative case.
Alternative term: amalgam.

CUNEIFORM SCRIPT -
Table, p. 264. (7.2).

CURSIVE WRITING Hand-
writing by linking up graphic signs
such as letters to represent sequences
of speech sounds and words, as
opposed to print in which letters
are not joined, shorthand in which
they are joined so as to represent
contracted forms, or - monumental
writing. (7.2).

CYBERNETICS Collective
name given to the study of communi-
cation and automatic control
mechanisms in and between living
organisms and machines, e.g. between
man and computer. - Information
theory. (1.1 Meetham, 9.4, 10.5).

CYCLE One compleie repetition
of a > sound wave, i.e. part of a wave
between any point and the next point
where the variations in air pressure
start the same pattern of changes
again.

CYRILLIC ALPHABET -
Table p. 265. (7.2).
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Darmesteter’s Law

DACTYL - Foot.

DAMPING Reducing the ampli-
tude of a wave. In the case of a sound
wave, this causes the sound to die
away. A sound with a high degree of
damping has its energy spread over a
wide range of frequencies which
show up clearly on its -> spectrum.

DANGLING MODIFIER A
participial phrase used as a modifier
when there is no appropriate word
to which it can refer, thus pro-
duclng a sentence which. is non-
sensical if taken literally from a
grammatical point of view, e.g. Being
a nice day, we went to the beach, or.
Standing behind the closed door, his
voice could not be heard.

DANGLING PARTICIPLE
An — absolute construction consist-
ing of a participial phrase modifying
a sentence, e.g. Weather permitting,
we shall go.

DARK ‘..’ The -» velarised [1]
heard in English before consonants
and at the ends of words, ¢.g. rable,
as opposed to the alveolar or —
‘clear’ [I] which occurs in English
before vowels, particularly front
vowels, e.g. light.

DARK VOWEL - Back vowel.

.

DARMESTETER'’S LAW A —
sound shift first discovered by
Darmesteter describing the fact that in
the transition from Latin to French
the syllable immediately preceding
the stress syllable is lost unless it
contains the vowel [a]. (6.1).



Dative

DATIVE - Case form in some
inflected languages, primarily denot-
ing that the word in question is the
indirect — object of a verb, e.g. in
Latin Tibi librum damus ‘We give you
the book’, or is governed by certain
prepositions, e.g. German auf dem
Lande ‘in the country’. In English
this relationship is usually expressed
by the prepositions f0 or for, but
also by word order, hence the differ-
ence in meaning beiween Show the
boy a dog and Show the dog a boy.

DAUGHTER LANGUAGE -
Family of languages.

DEADLANGUAGE A
language no longer used as a medium
of oral communication in a speech
community, e.g. Latin, Gothic, as
opposed to — living languages such
as English, Japanese. Alternative
term: extinct language.

DECISION PROCEDURE -
Procedure.

DECLARATIVE MOOD -
Mood.

DECLENSION The list of all
possible inflected forms of a — noun,
— pronoun, or — adjective, etc. An
inflected language has several forms
for both singular and plural of nouns,
to show — number, - gender and —
case. Latin has six cases but not all
nouns have that number of different
forms in the singular and plural:
civis ‘citizen’, for example, has only
four different forms in the singular
and three in the plural:

Singular  Plural
Nominative civis cives
Vocative civis cives
Accusative  civem cives
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Singular Plural
Genitive civis civium
Dative civi civibus
Ablative civi civibus

The declension of an English noun
has fewer forms, distinguishing only
between common and possessive in
both singular and plural: man,
man’s, men, men’s. Pronouns in
English show a greater diversity,
distinguishing between common, ob-
jective and two possessive forms:

Common Objective

I me

you you

he him

1st Possessive 2nd Possessive
my nine

your yours

his his etc.

-> conjugation. (4.1, 4.2).

DECLINE To list the various
grammatical forms of a noun, pro-
noun, or adjective according to case
and number etc. — declension.

DECODE To decipher a message
from the signals of a — code.

DE-DIALECTALISATION
The process whereby local and
regional dialects bezome more like
the - standard language, particular-
ly by increased mobility, greater
communication and better education.
~ dialectalisation. Alternative term:
convergence. (7.1).

DEEP GRAMMAR - Deep
structure.

DEEP STRUCTURE The
gramrnatical relationships inherent in
the elements of a phrase or sentence
but not immediately apparent from



Deep Structure

their Imear sequence. Consider the
following English sentences:

(1) John expected mother to bring a
present.

(2) John persuaded mother to bring a
present.

The — surface structure of these two
sentences is identical, as they both
consist of

Nominal + verb + nominal +
marked infinitive + determiner +
nominal, but the deep structure of
the two sentences is different as can
be seen by the fact that (1) can be
transformed as follows:

(3) John expected that mother would
bring a present.

but not (2):

(4) *John persuaded that
would bring a present.

mother

The difference between the two sen-
tences can be shown diagrammatic-
ally as follows:

(la)

John expected mother to bring a present.

(20)

John persuaded mother 1o bring a present.

(0 By |

From the above diagrams it can be
seen that the difference lies in the
nature of the relationship of the
verbs expecied and persuaded with
what follows them; in (la) expected
is directly related to all of what
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Definition

follows; in (2a) persuaded is directly
related only tc mother. Alternative

‘terms: deep grammar, underlying

structure. (2.5 Lyons, 4.2 Chomsky).
DEEP YOWEL - Back vowel.

DE-ETYMOLOGISATION
The fusing of two — morphemes in
a compound in such a way that both
form and meaning of the original
morphemes are no longer recognised,
e.g. lady< Oid English hlaf-dige
‘bread kneader’. (5.1, 6.1).

DEFECT - Speech defect.

DEFECTIVE VERB A verb
which does not possess all the —
conjugations typical of its class, e.g.
auxiliary verbs such as ‘must or
ought in English have no past tense
forms. - complete verb (b). Alter-
native term: incomplete verb.

DEFECTIVE WRITING A
method of writing representing only
the consonants as, for example, in
Hebrew. Alternative term: plene
writing. (7.2).

DEFERRED PREPOSITION
— Preposition.

DEFINITE ARTICLE -
Article.

DEFINITE BECLENSION -
Weak declension.

DEFINITE DETERMINER
A — determiner in a noun phrase
specifying a — noun as a particular
item, e.g. the, this, those. — indefinite
determiner.

DEFINITION The process or
result of stating the meaning of a
word by characterising the component
teatures of thc ‘concept’ (REAL



Deflexion, Deflection

DEFINITION), by explaining the deriva-
tion and use of the ‘term’ (NOMINAL
DEFINITION), or by pointing to the
‘thing’ (OSTENSIVE DEFINITION). (5.2
Zgusta).

DEFLEXION, DEFLECTION
In historical (diachronic) linguistics
the loss of — inflexion, e.g. when
several case endings merge into one.
In synchronic linguistics, deflexion
is said to occur when the function
of inflexional morphemes is per-
formed by other means such as the
syntactic comparison of adjectives
with more and most rather than with
-er and -est. (4.1, 5.1, 6.1).

DEGENERATION - Deterior-
ation.

DEGREE Adjectives and adverbs
are usually classified into the follow-
ing:

POSITIVE DEGREE: the statement of a
quality or attribute but implying no
comparison; the basic form of the
adjective or adverb as listed in a
dictionary, e.g. sad, beautiful, quickly.
COMPARATIVE DEGREE: expressing a
higher or lower degree of a particular
quality or attribute in relation to a
eference point, e.g. a hotter day
than yesterday. In English the com-
parative degree is formed with the
inflexion -er, e.g. kotter, faster, or
by the use of the words more or less
as in more beautiful, less quickly, or
by a special irregular form, e.g.
better, worse.

SUPERLATIVE DEGREE: expressing the
highest or lowest degree of a quality
or attribute. In English it is formed by
adding the inflexion -est, e.g. quickest,
Jastest, etc. or by the use of the words
most or least, e.g. most beautiful,
least able, or by the use of a special
irrcgular form, e.g. best, worst. (4.1,
4.2, 8.23).

Deletion Transformation

DEICTICFUNCTION -
Deixis.

DEICTIC WORD A word,
the function of which is to point out
or specify an individual person,
thing or idea. DEIXis, the act of
pointing out or indicating, is a
feature of such words as personal
pronouns, I, he, you, etc., demon-
strative pronouns such as this, that,
relatives such as who, which, etc.
and particularly the definite article
the. (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

DEIXIS The role played by a —»
deictic word. Alternative term: deic-
tic function.

DELABIALISATION The
absence or removal of - labialisation.
Alternative term: unrounding.

DELAYED SPEECH In -
language acquisition of children, the
late transition from the prelinguistic
to the ‘linguistic’ stage, due to slow
maturation or psycho-physiological
disturbances. (9.6).

DELETICN (a) The process
or result of leaving out part of a
construction. Thus in some grammars
the relative pronoun can be said to
have been deleted from the sentence
Have you read the book (that) I told
you about? -» zero.

(b) In transformational-generative
grammar the removal of an item
from a string by means of a DELETION
TRANSFORMATION such as X + Y +
Z = X + Z which means that X +
Y + Z is transformed into X + Z,
thus deleting Y.

DELETION TRANSFORMA-
TION - Deletion (b).
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Deliberate Speech

DELIBERATE SPEECH A
formal style of speech. -> manner of
discourse.

DELICACY The depth of detail
in the analysis of linguistic pheno-
mena. Thus an analysis of a sentence
which isolates — parts of speech is
more delicate than one which simply
divides it into — subject and -
predicate. - Systemic grammar.

DELIMITATION A graph-
emic, phonological or grammatical
device for signalling the boundary
between words or clauses, e.g. by
stress or juncture as in I scream [ai +
'skri:m] as opposed to ice cream
[‘ais + kriim]. A feature used for
this purpose may be said to have a
DEMARCATIVE FUNCTION. Stress has a
demarcative function in languages
such as Hungarian or Czech where
it is fixed in relation to the word
boundary. Alternative terms: bound-
ary marking, demarcation.

DEMARCATION - Delimita-
tion.

DEMARCATIVE FUNCTICN
- Delimitation.

DEMOGRAPHY - Linguistic
demography.

DEMONSTRATIVE Words
such as this, that, these, those, some,
such, used to point out or indicate
persons or things specifically. If
used as - determiners they may be
called DEMONSTRATIVE ADIJECTIVES,
e.g. That book is mine, but if used as
nominals they may be called DEMON-
STRATIVE PRONCUNS, e.g. in That is
right or These are they. (4.1, 4.2,
8.23).

DEMONSTRATIVE ADRJEC-
TIVE — Demonstrative.
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Dental

DEMONSTRATIVE PRO-
NOUN - Demonstrative.

DEMOTIC SCRIPT -~
Table p. 264. (7.2).

DENASALISATION The
process or result of removing or
losing — nasalisation.

DENOTATION That aspect of
meaning of a particular word or
group of words which is based on a
clear - reference to a given section
of the observable ‘external world’
and on some kind of conventionalisa-
tion, e.g. dictionary definition. Thus
the word gir/ denotes something that
is ‘real’ and can be easily related to
other concepts such as ‘living being’,
‘female sex’, ‘age’, ‘behaviour’, etc.,
although in a particular context
there may, of course, be emotive
overtones or - connotations beyond
the ‘original’ or ‘literal’ sense.
Alternative terms: designation, cog-
nitive meaning. (5.1).

DENOTATIVE MEANING -
Meaning.

DENSITY OF COMMUNICA-
TION The relative frequency of
linguistic — contact between indivi-
dual speakers or speech communities.
This notion is useful in determining
the boundaries between different —
dialects and languages, since different
varieties in speech tend to become
eliminated with increased density of
communication. (7.1, 8.1).

DENTAL A consonant which in-
volves the teeth, normally the upper
teeth, as the passive articulators in
its - articulation. The tip or apex
of the tcngue usually acts as the active
articulator, in which case the sound
may be called — apico-dental, e.g.



Depalatalisation

[t] and [d] as in Spanish netro and de.
If the point of articulation is to the
rear of the top teeth almost or
partially on the alveolar ridge, the
term POST-DENTAL is used. (3.1, 8.22).

DEPALATALISATION The
process or result of eliminating -»
palatalisation.

DEPENDENCE - Dependency.

DEPENDENCY Thelink
between grammatical items of dif-
fexrent — rank. Of two constituent
items in a construction the one which
cannot substitute for the whole
construction is said to depend on the
other: in the noun phrase these
beautiful houses the last item is
independent as it can stand on its
own, the other two are dependent
on the noun. Similarly the two
morphemes hou_e and -s may be said
to be independent (‘free form’) and
dependent (‘bound form’) respec-
tively. The dependencies within the
above noun phrase may be called
unilateral, while those between the
noun phrase and verb phrase in the
sentence I love those beautiful houses
may be termed mutual. Together with
— cohesion, dependency is a useful
criterion in segmenting sentences,
clauses and words. — immediate
constituentanalysis. Alternative term:
dependence. (4.1, 4.2, 8.23).

DEPENDENCY GRAMMAR
Collective term for a number of
semi-algebraic models of syntactic
analysis which explain relationships
between the elements of a sentence in
terms of their mutual — dependency
or subordination. In one such theory,
proposed by the French linguist L.
Tesniére (1893-1954) such syntactic
relations are claimed to hold uni-

Derivational Affix

versaliy and said to rest on the
central role of the verb and the way it
governs other elements, its ‘satellites’
(vALENCY). Some of these principles
have been applied in - computa-
tional linguistics. (8.4 Helbig-Schen-
kel, 9.4 Hays).

DEPENDENT CLAUSE -
Subordinate clause.

DEPENDENT SOUND CHANGE
— Sound change.

DEPONENT VERB A term
from Latin grammar which refers
to verbs which have forms of the
passive voice but the meaning of the
active voice, e.g. Latin /loguor ‘I
speak’.

DERIVATION ( escriptive
Jlinguistics the process or result of
forming a word by adding an -
affix to a — root. A derivational
affix may or may not change the
class of a word, e.g. king—kingdom,
man—manhood (all nouns) as opposed
to modern (adjective)—modernise
(verb), slow (adjective)—slowly (ad-
verb), prison (noun)—imprison
(verb), read (verb)—reader (noun). ->
word formation. (b) In historical
linguistics the origin or -> etymology
of words, e.g. English foor is derived
from Latin pedes. (¢) In_— trans-
list of all strings, from initial string
to terminal string, showing the appli-
cation of successive phrase structure
or transformation rules. Such a list
is said to be the derivation of a
sentence. —» inflexion. (4.2, 5.1, 6.1).

DERIVATIONAL AFFIX An
affix which is used to form a —
derivation, ¢.g. re- in rewrite, -ness in
happiness, or -Iy in quickly. —» word
formation.
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Derivative

DERIVATIVE A word
consisting of one stem plus an affix.
- word formation.

DERIVED FORM A word
consisting of one stem plus an affix.
— word formation.

DERIVED PHRASE MARKER
— Phrase marker.

DERIVED PRIMARY WORD
A word consisting of two bound
morphemes. - word formation.

DERIVED SECONDARY
WORD A word consisting of one
stem plus a derivational affix. —
word formation.

DERIVED SENTENCE -
Transformed sentence.

DESCENDANT LANGUAGE
— Family of languages.

DESCENDING DIPHTHONG
— Diphthong.

DESCRIPTIVE ADEQUACY
— Adequacy.

DESCRIPTIVE GRAMMAR
The — grammar of a language based
on observed — usage rather than on
prescriptive or normative rules. —
prescriptive linguistics (a).

DESCRIPTIVE LINGUISTICS
In the widest sense, any study which
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