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2015-16
Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

2021
Carson Refinery Explosion
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2002-2003
California enacted the world’s first restrictions on tailpipe emissions of 

greenhouse gases. That same year, it adopted the nation’s most stringent 
and comprehensive renewable energy mandate, which has been 

progressively strengthened. Under current targets, utilities will be required 
to generate 33 percent of their energy from renewable sources by 2020 

and 50 percent by 2030.
The National Design Awards  are launched to recognize significant and 

lasting achievement in American design. 

2006
 The Global Warming Solutions Act required 

California to reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions to 1990 levels by 2020—a goal that the 

state was on target to meet in 2017. Legislation 
enacted in 2016 extended and strengthened this 
mandate, requiring GHG emissions to decline 40 

percent below their 1990 levels by 2030.

2009
The American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009, investing an 

unprecedented $1.665 
billion for 

modernization projects 
at 150 GSA historic 

buildngs. 

2012
 Rental Assistance 

Demonstration 
(RAD) program 
illustrates how 

public housing has 
shifted.

2015
 The first version of  

Green New Deal PLAN

2019
 The second version of  
Green New Deal PLAN

1950194519401935

1946
The first air pollution control law (CA) 

1935
The Historic Sites Act

1938-1943
Emergency Relief Appropriation Act:

funding for Myriad public building projects, provide 
employment chance. 

19701965196019551950

1969
Porter Ranch Gas Leak

1960
Regulating stationary sources of 

air pollution emissions (CA)

1959
Public Buildings Act of 1959

1964
Emission standards for 

pollutants from motor vehicles

1967
The Air Quality Act 

1970 
The Clean Air Act (CAA):regulates air 

emissions
The California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA)

1972
GSA establishes the Art in Architecture 
program, recognizing the improtance 

of public in federal buildings.

1985198019751970

1969
Porter Ranch Gas Leak

1973
Carson Pipe Rupture

1985
Ross Store Explosion

1986
South Gate Chlorine Leak
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1970 
The Clean Air Act (CAA):regulates air 

emissions
The California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA)

1972
GSA establishes the Art in Architecture 
program, recognizing the improtance 

of public in federal buildings.

1974
Section 8 Amendment to the Housing Act, 

which provides federal vouchers to 
low-income households to 

rent a home from private landlord. 

1976-1979
California’s Coastal Commission established the nation’s 

most comprehensive regulations for coastal planning and 
land use controls. 

California adopted the nation’s first energy efficiency 
standards for appliances.

California adopted the first state energy-efficient building 
code.

1980-1982
California reducing emission from large stationary 

sources,such as power plants and oil refineries in the 
SoCaB(South Coast Air Basin).

California became the first state to introduce “decoupling,” 
which incentivized utilities to meet the state’s energy needs 

through efficiency and conservation measures rather than by 
building new power plants.
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1986
South Gate Chlorine Leak
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Beverly Hills

1990-1994
GSA Design Awards established, recognizing 

high-qiality federal design. 
The Energy Policy Act of 1992 passes. It calls for the 

creation of new building energy efficiency 
standards. 

GSA’s Design Excellence program created. 

1999
GSA’s First impressions initiative established to 
rehabilitate the entrances and lobbies of federal 

buildings.
Faircloth Amendment, the U.S. government 

founded the construction of new public housing 
units. 

2002-2003
California enacted the world’s first restrictions on tailpipe emissions of 

greenhouse gases. That same year, it adopted the nation’s most stringent 
and comprehensive renewable energy mandate, which has been 

progressively strengthened. Under current targets, utilities will be required 
to generate 33 percent of their energy from renewable sources by 2020 

and 50 percent by 2030.
The National Design Awards  are launched to recognize significant and 

lasting achievement in American design. 

2006
 The Global Warming Solutions Act required 

California to reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions to 1990 levels by 2020—a goal that the 

state was on target to meet in 2017. Legislation 
enacted in 2016 extended and strengthened this 
mandate, requiring GHG emissions to decline 40 

percent below their 1990 levels by 2030.
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Data Interpretation:
Health - mortality (%)
New Buildings - built sq ft / total sq ft (%)
Significant Events - fire severity (%); 
 acres burnt / max burned acres 
 (max burn occurred in 2018-2022) 
Vehicles - population (%);
 num vehicles / max vehicles 
 (max vehicles occurred in 2019)
Population - population (%);
 num people / max people 
 (max people occurred in 2015)
Vegetation - percent non-urban land (%);
 [total acres - urban acres] / total acres
Weather - rainfall percentage (%);
 avg total inches / max inches
 (max rainfall occurred in 2005)
AQI - calculated from airborne concentrations
 of particulate matter, ground-level O

3
 ,
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1926
Public Buildings Act
(Elliot-Fernald Act)

1930
Revision of Public Buildings Act

(Keyes-Elliott  Act)

LOS ANGELES ENVIRONMENTAL DATA


