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This page is intentionally left blank in recognition of those whose 
communities, livelihoods, and identities have been erased in the 

name of the “American Dream.”
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Studio TLT3

Program Circulation Green Space

The site represents a “melting pot” of different uses, enabling a dynamic way of 
life across three main zones. South of the train tracks is primarily residential, with 
a market and daycare. A dining and retail court topped with co-living apartments 
surrounds a cul-de-sac to the north of the Metro tracks. Finally, the jail is repurposed 
for a large market and commercial space.
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Market Hall Greenway
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The transformation of the jail from a prison to a place of liberation is represented 
through the breaking of physical barriers. Most interior walls are removed, and 
the back facade is replaced with a hangar door that opens during the daytime 
to reveal a large internal atrium.

Outside, a forum is formed through steps that lead up and over the existing 
riverside tracks, which also creates a lookout to the revitalized Los Angeles 
riverfront and Elysian Valley Park.

The ground floor of the jail becomes a market hall for fresh produce and 
other community goods, while the second and third floors provide spaces for 
creatives to make and sell their work. The fourth floor includes spaces for after 
school education and tutoring, and the top floor is a shared co-working space. 
The roof doubles as a bird habitat, bringing natural rhythms to the site.
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The Cul-De-Sac is a traditional suburban form that has been reimagined 
into the center of a retail square. The space remains a place of play and 

sociality – now for all ages and all types of people.

Also connected is the transit station, linking the broader city directly to 
the upper level of the jail / creativity hall. 
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The core of the residential space is a series of twenty-eight townhouses 
in blocks of four. The traditional American Dream includes the ability to 
buy a home, however that is becoming further and further out of reach. 

These townhouses blend the independence of having your own home 
with the density of the city, a walkable urban fabric, and a community 

of all ages. 
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5'

Families reside in the second and third floor of the townhouses, 
amounting to a two bedroom space. The first floor and ground floor 
are each available if the growing family needs more space, to rent out 

individually, or for older family members of the family above to live. 

Along N Ave 19 is a single loaded five story apartment building to keep 
the street wall strong, and offering one and two bed apartments.. Above 
the dining and retail space, looking over the river, there are co-housing 
units for artisans who can then sell their work in the jail/creativity hall.
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The “Amended” 
American Dream
Studio TLT The American Dream has always been at 

its core a vision of equality, freedom, and 
individuality. However, as the traditional 
formulation of this ideal becomes 
increasingly impossible to achieve in 
modern America, it has become necessary 
to “amend” our notion of the American 
Dream. Equality must also encompass 
equity, including spatial and financial 
accessibility; our “freedom to” pursue our 
livelihoods must join with the “freedom 
from” unjust civic infrastructures; and 
the individual must be recognized as part 
of a community – “We, the People” – who 
collectively wield agency over the form and 

function of their built environment.
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Ground Floor--Commercial Programs Open to the City
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CONCEPT NARRATIVE
Los Angeles has a history of cultural erasure. In neighborhoods such as West Adams, Sugar Hill, and Lincoln Heights, 
the development of highways and gentrification have divided communities and displaced longtime residents. Lincoln 
Heights is home to an immigrant community, with a population that is 66% Latino and 23% Asian. These groups have 
fought for their right to exist in these cities since the 1900s when American servicemen stripped and beat Lati-
no youth for wearing Zoot Suits. The Lincoln Heights jail later held the youth arrested during the Zoot Suit Ri-
ots, before its decommission in 1965. The end of the jail wasn’t an end to the fight. 2022 saw a discontented Lin-
coln Heights community, as the expansion of USC’s Keck Medical Center threatened to displace long-term residents. In 
2023, Lincoln Heights locals rallied against the development, citing USC’s lack of ‘accountability to local resi-
dents and laborers’.

Rooted Permanence is an adaptive-reuse project that provides a connected community for cultural celebration. This is 
accomplished through a revamp of the public transportation system. The design centers on adding a stop on the Met-
ro A line that runs through the site. Pedestrian bridges and protected bike lanes connect across the LA River to new 
proposed stops on Metrolink Antelope Valley Line and Ventura County line. These protected bike routes loop around 
marketplaces on the site, which serve local businesses and Lincoln Heights’ dedication to street food and vendors. 
The Lincoln Heights Ave 26 Night Market faced closures since 2022. The design proposal creates dedicated hubs, inte-
rior, and outdoor markets to celebrate the street food culture of long-term residents. 

Rooted Permanence enables multigenerational growth and for local families to grow and develop with the community. 
Rooted Permanence is a co-op with local businesses operating on the ground floor, and multigenerational housing on 
the 3rd to 5th floors. Additionally, the hub includes a daycare, learning centers for language, and a Resource Cen-
ter for immigration support. The landscaping includes a playground, garden for the elderly, and flexible marketspaces 
creating an active ground floor to anchor the community. 



HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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In 1863, John Strother Gri�n purchased
2,000 acres of land and divided it to advertise victorian style

homes. Along with his newphew, Hancock M. Johnson, they planned
the streets, avenues and parks and sold the land to mostly workmen 

seeking homes close to the industry springing up along the L.A. River. 
The area was the �rst suburban neighborhood of Los Angeles, known as 

East Los Angeles; later changed to Lincoln Heights.

Developed during the early 1900s, the site was originally the 
location of the East Side Police Station and its adjoining city jail. 
By the 1920s, population growth had led to overcrowding in the 

jail. In the mid-1920s, a ballot measure was introduced to raze the 
police station and jail and construct a new jail building. The 

measure passed and in 1927 construction began on 
the Lincoln Heights Jail.

Beginning in the 1940s, the Lincoln Heights Jail became 
notorious for its opening of large wing exclusively dedicated to the 

incarceration of homosexuals, drag queens, and transgender people. 
Derogatorily dubbed "The Fruit Tank" by prison guards and LAPD o�cers, 
the jail's large population of LGBTQ inmates was indicative of the broad 

crackdown on "sex crimes" initiated by LAPD Chief William Parker 
during these years. 

The jail also played a prominent role during the Zoot Suit Riots 
of 1943, when white servicemen and LA residents began attacking young 

Latino and Black men wearing "zoot suits"- a popular style with Latino men 
during the 1940s. Over 500 minority men were arrested and held at Lincoln 
Heights Jail, an event that led to national condemnation and even a critical 
comment by First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt who pointed out that the events 

that led to the so-called riot were related to the state of 
American race relations.

On December 25th of 1951, the jail became the location of one of 
the most famous police brutality cases in Los Angeles history. Given 

the name "Bloody Christmas" by newspapers, seven young prisoners at Lincoln
Heights were removed from their cells and brutally beaten for 95 minutes by a 

mob of 50 LAPD o�cers. The assaults were so severe and well-documented that 
the case was taken to court. This resulted in the �rst grand jury indictments of 

LAPD o�cers in Los Angeles history, as well as the �rst criminal convictions 
brought against the LAPD for use of excessive force.

Today

1863

1920

1940

1943

1951

The building was occupied by the 
Bilingual Foundation of the Arts from 1979 until 2014. 

In 2016, the City of Los Angeles submitted a request for 
restoration and development of the building- which was 

designated as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument on 
November 30, 1993. As of March 2020, the project was 
delayed by conditions related to the global pandemic.
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The New American Dream does away with the strict partitions of the past. No longer are 
families separated from their neighbors by a fence and hedges. Daily commutes from home 
to downtown city centers are obsolete. Neighborhoods aren’t just for certain kinds of people 

anymore. This proposal embraces these new connections, bridging the gap both literally and 
figuratively between individuals, the community, and the places they live life. 

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE
THE NEW AMERICAN DREAM



SITE RESEARCH Median Household Income Commute Mode of Transportation

Age Distribution
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This project provides a unique and exciting opportunity 

to preserve a historic building and create an economic 

catalyst for the entire Lincoln Heights community. 

Adaptive reuse of the jail, the process of repurposing 

the site for a purpose other than the one for which it 

was built, will allow the city to achieve its economic 

development goals, activate vacant city facilities, create 

much-needed jobs, and stimulate the local economy - all 

These have carefully considered community needs and 

the preservation of historic structures.

LINCOLN HEIGHTS JAIL ADAPTIVE 

REUSE PROJECT 



The jail is located at 401 N. 19th Street, near the Los Angeles City Establishment along the Los Angeles 
River. 

The geographical location is superior, the surrounding transportation is convenient, the land area that can 
be renovated is large, and the future development space is large.

Lincoln Heights Jail was declared City of Los Angeles Historic and Cultural Monument #587 in 1993. As a 
historical and cultural monument,

Lincoln Heights Prison has a long and fascinating history that includes riots, alleged gangs, and a 
notorious place in the history of Los Angeles’ LGBTQ community.

 Lincoln heights jail
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Lincoln heights jail is a modern and simple style. The overall color is mainly beige 

and embellished green. The large number of windows creates a strong sense of 

rhythm.The windows are covered with artistic graffiti.

Features of surrounding buildings: mostly modern and simple designs, bright colors, 

many buildings have artistic graffiti.

Beige 

cement

Red brick Red brick

Pink paint Blue paint

Art graffiti

Art graffiti

Care Housing Services Open The Portal L Star Murals

Goodwill Los Angeles 

Campus

YNECM (Young Nak English 

College Ministry)

1831 Pasadena Ave

waterproof 

coating

Lincoln Heights Jail was originally 

built in 1927,The initial five-story 
building was constructed to 

accommodate 625 prisoners.

The jail was expanded in the early 

1950s to accommodate 2,800 

prisoners.

The prison ceased use in 1965.

From 1979 to 2014, the building 

was home to the Bilingual Arts 

Foundation.

It has been vacant since 2014 

and has been used as a non-profit 
performing arts venue.

Architectural features

History line

Jail, 1927
1949-1965

1979-2014
2014-Now

SITE

02

01 02

04 05

01

03

03



Surrounding analysis

MAPPING

 SITE
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The site is near the intersection 

of Highway 110 and I-5 and near 

Highways 2, 101, 10 and 710. It 

is located in the Lincoln Heights 

neighborhood, northeast of Chinatown 

and the Downtown Civic Center and 

Central Business District, east of 

Dodger Stadium and Elysian Park. The 

Metro Lincoln Heights/Cypress Park 

Gold Line station is about a half-mile 

walk from the site.

Highway 1-5

Downtown los 

angeles

Los Angeles 

Chinatown

Lincoln Heights

Dodger Stadium

Dodger Stadium

Reactivate
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s and opportu
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SITE: 401 North Avenue 19, 

Los Angeles Count



The goal of the project is to seek a use or combination 

of uses for the site that would serve as a catalyst for the 

surrounding area, stimulate economic activity, and enhance 

the Lincoln Heights community.

Promote local 

economic 

development.

Economy Job Landmark

Provide more jobs 

for social workers. 

Improve the 

environment and 

design it to become 

a new travel and 

leisure landmark.

Comprehensively consider the surrounding area as a unified whole, solve the segmentation problem caused by the height difference of the railway, and 
then use the river to integrate the water landscape.

The site is located in a place with convenient 

transportation, but there is no place for activities 

around it. My design concept is to create an activity 

center to attract surrounding residents and people 

to come here for activities and visits, drive the 

surrounding economy and provide more employment 

opportunities. , opening up the lower part of the 

railway can connect the functional relationships on 

both sides of the railway. At the same time, I plan 

to design a leisure river to expand the area of the 

leisure square, and comprehensively consider the 

entire area to form a large complex.

Design goals Design concept

Design process

DESIGN CONCEPT
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Aerial View

RENDERING



ELEVATION



Aerial View

RENDERING

The goal of the project is to seek a use or combination 

of uses for the site that would serve as a catalyst for the 

surrounding area, stimulate economic activity, and enhance 

the Lincoln Heights community.



RENDERING

Use the space under the bridge to create some service 

function spaces, such as outdoor cafes.

It can not only bring vitality to the surrounding area but 

also connect the functions on both sides of the railway.

My design concept is to integrate the functions on both 

sides at a low cost, so I considered strengthening the 

space under the rails to leave roads for people and 

vehicles on both sides.

The square has different leisure modes that can attract 
people with different needs.

Outdoor casual coffee

Outdoor casual coffee

Design goalsSquare

Square

Fountain Square



Leisure pavilion

Graffiti installation

RENDERING
A leisure pavilion with a sunshade function is designed based on design 

elements, which can provide a resting place for people passing by, and at the 

same time, the space is large enough to accommodate some people’s outdoor 

activities.

Graffiti is a common design element here, so I considered 
designing a square as a creative space for some artists and 
graffiti enthusiasts.

Leisure pavilion

Graffiti installation



DESIGN CONCEPT







RENDERING

Residential 



Aerial View

RENDERING



RENDERING

Lincoln Height Jail - Readapted

First Floor

Second Floor



RENDERING

Lincoln Height Jail - Readapted

Third & Fourth Floor

Fifth Floor



RENDERING

Lincoln Heights Jail - Readapted
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SUEÑO 
Bridging Keeps American Dream



Introduction:

In the ambitious renovation project of a designated historic prison 
structure, we present a visionary proposal inspired by the theme of the 
American Dream. Recognizing the dual nature of the American 
Dream—serving as both a beacon for individual success and a source of 
societal division—we aim to address and alleviate these divides through 
our innovative approach.

Conceptual Framework:

In the contemporary landscape, societal fractures are widening, and 
access to social values appears exclusive to a select few. From high-rent 
housing to natural environments accessible only by urban dwellers with 
cars, and exclusive art exhibitions requiring substantial entry fees, our 
project seeks to democratize access to these societal assets.



Affordable Housing Transformation:

The former prison facility will be repurposed into affordable housing, 
catering specifically to low-income individuals. This transformation 
ensures broader access to quality housing, laying the foundation for an 
inclusive American Dream.

Integrated Transportation Hub:

Recognizing the existing railway on the site, we propose the 
establishment of a new station. This transportation hub not only facilitates 
connectivity for pedestrians without cars but also provides access to the 
rich landscape and cultural amenities within the site, including cafes, 
restaurants, and art exhibitions.



Pedestrian-Friendly Infrastructure:

A pedestrian bridge spanning the river from the opposite bank will draw 
in bikers and runners, fostering seamless access to the diverse social 
assets within the project site. This strategic design promotes a 
harmonious coexistence between various community members.

Conclusion:

In this comprehensive plan, we aim to facilitate access to societal assets in 
diverse ways, breaking down barriers and paving the way from division to 
coexistence. By transforming the historic prison into affordable housing 
and creating a vibrant, accessible environment, we aspire to keep the 
spirit of the American Dream alive, allowing everyone to "Keep Dreaming" 
of a sustainable and inclusive future.



Site Plan

OUTDOOR PROGRAM SPACES:
North Garden:  Seating, tables, outdoor work 
space, open to public
Side native garden: Natural planting, small 
scale, secluded
Roof garden: Seating, tables, privacy, shade
Giant steps + Flex Lawn: Events, sports, 
markets, screenings, gathering



Site Section



Bridge Extension + Renovation Diagram



New Station Hub - Platform



Pedestrian Bridge + Balcony Extension



20ft100 5



20ft100 5 20ft100 5



East Lobby + Exhibition + Gallery Space



 West Lobby + Retail Corridor



Typical Floor Plan - Affordable Housing

20ft100 5



Area Table



Thank You!
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Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

Towards a new new world.

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

01 TITLE JAILHOUSE

JAILHOUSE



A white picket fence, large 
backyard, and car(s) parked in the 
driveway is becoming increasingly 
unreachable and restrictive, like a jail. In 
this “Jailhouse” site, however, people rebel 
from that status quo. The carefully-manicured, 
repetitive horizontal suburban sprawl is replaced 
with a configuration of various housing typologies, 
makerspaces, bars, parks, factories.

All these programs go up, down, tunnel, and “chutes and ladders” into one another. Tangible and virtual spaces blur to become new frontiers.

Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

02 CONCEPT NARRATIVE JAILHOUSE

Samuel T.

Tawfiq O.

Yesenia H.

Cassius P.

The fostering of ideas from diverse sources, 
entrepreneurship. The freedom of expression 
and the dialogues and discussions that 
happen. The many super meaningful industry-
leading opportunities. The cultural salad that 
clashes, fuses with itself.

Definition of the ‘American Dream:’ 
Entrepreneurial spirit and opportunities for 
competition in a community. Being able to 
own a process from start to finish.

The American dream in my case will be to have 
the opportunity to design, own property and 
be able to see that design build freely without 
government persecution. 

As an American, the American Dream to me 
is stability, unified family unit, ownership + 
access, equity + growth, specified purpose of 
spaces, and upward movement throughout 
society. FR
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Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

Towards a new new world.

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

03 PROJECT PROGRAM LIST JAILHOUSE

JAILHOUSE
RESIDENTIAL

AREA

312,400 SQFT

AREA

229,330 SQFT

NOTE: Accounting up to 10 floors 
for residential, commericial, and 

amenity zoning.

AREA

193,640 SQFT

AREA

381,250 SQFT

COMMERCIAL AMENITIES OUTDOOR
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Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

04 SITE JAILHOUSE

SITE PLAN BIRD’S EYE



1’0’ 2’ 4’ 8’

Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

05 SITE JAILHOUSE

SITE SECTION



1 BED 1 BATH ~ 700 SQFT
3/32” = 1’0”

Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

06 RESIDENTIAL TYPOLOGIES JAILHOUSE

UNIT NO. 1
PLAN 3D VIEWS

TYPOLOGY



Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

07 RESIDENTIAL TYPOLOGIES JAILHOUSE

UNIT NO. 2
PLAN 3D VIEWS

TYPOLOGY

2 BED 1 BATH ~ 1000 SQFT
3/32” = 1’0”



Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

08 PROJECT PROGRAM LIST JAILHOUSE

PROGRAM SECTIONS
PROGRAM



Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

09 PROJECT PROGRAM LIST JAILHOUSE

PROGRAM TYPES
EXPERIENTIAL



Samuel Tung, Tawfiq Othman, Yesenia Hernandez, Cassius Palacio

USC Architectural Guild Charrette, 18 JAN 2024

10 PROJECT JAILHOUSE JAILHOUSE

“Jailhouse” imagines a “more perfect” American Dream via a dynamic and rebellious spatial or-
der, encouraging reclamation of ownership, belonging, and dignity.
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Dream Harbor
Carrie Ma
Xinhan Zhuang
Tingyue Wang
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Interior View





Interior View



Interior View



Work, Commercial, Residential Musuem, Gather Plaza, VR experience Transportation
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