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Where Magazine interview with Xie Tian Xiao of XTX
(2010)

by John Dellenger

Xie, | encourage you to feel comfortable replying to each answer as long as
you like.
AERERFEERZERKFEEAEE,

Lead Vocal / Guitar - Xie Tian Xiao
FE/FMF-HWREK

Bass - Song Wei

MEF-RfF

Drums - Han Guan

BF- Bt

Rhythm Guitar - Li Zhao
TREEhF-FE

In 1994, Xie Tian Xiao formed his first band, Hunters of the Cloth (BRAE A /

Chujia de Lieren).
In 1997, he founded the band Cold Blooded Animal. 1994419944, iK% 4HE

T RIS — AN RBA, HEREITE A o
19974, HEFRINAMEN.

2009 Xie Tian Xiao
20095 K %

J : Xie, you where born in Bashan District, Zibo City, Shandong Province?
BREK, IMBEETILARE, HER.ELXED?
X . Yes.
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i

J * What was it like growing up as a boy in Zibo City?
KT, R IRRIRMN— LR KEHLE?

X: I've been in Beijing since | was 18 years old. My parents were workers and my
grandfather was a drummer in Beijing Peking Troupe. | got a lot of opportunity to
watch rehearsals. At that time | came to watch the famous traditional musician Ms.
Hu Yan Ze who was nurtured there. | find it is more interesting to be a traditional
musician. My uncle at the time was working in my grandfather’s Peking Opera
Troupe. One day, he cannot go to the opera Diao Qin Gui performance because he
is sick. Others recommended me to join troupe. That was my first experience,
which brought me close to learning my lines in Peking Opera tone.

185 HIEF RS TIER, KBIAEIA, EFERBENETF, XUEBENMRESIESEIX
WIEEHZ, SWNBZHBEEZNRFRAGEUMEENE, EXRS2REREER.
—EEEEEINEERERERER, BAERBRTRER, RRMEERER, tpEm TR

DHRE, Bid, 1BE.

J At nine you your parents entered you into Beijing opera. How was that

experience for you? Was it of great interest? Do you feel any of its influence has
carried over to your creativity in composing music?
O TMMHMEMRIRKILIREZZERRE], NFBEREH, RE—LEHEHNKRZE? REFXERE

EXRARRCIER S BT REME?

X: I did not find that it influenced me a lot before. But, | find it really does influence
me now. Because it is quite similar to my intensity. | should always forget myself
absolutely on stage. Involve myself completely to create different kinds of arts.
RIS XELBXNECREE, ERERSTEEE RN EXBEHENZL, EFE

SIiLHZ, TEMRA, IETENZAR.
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J Il have been able to translate a few of your songs. Only One Wish, Sunflower,

and The End is on the Upstream. | must say if is quite refreshing to read poetic rock
- n -roll lyrics. How do you feel you have progressed over the last 20 years as a
writer?

HEWEFIRM—LIRK MR- EE, B HZE, FRENZFENERTA—ERRA,
XNFEE2 0 FEA—DMRFEIEA, B THARFNHE?

X: | think there are differences between the words of lyrics and poetry.
Lyric are innovate and have rhythm,

HILIAMFHRA—H, FRER, KETaREEEFFE.

J  What do you feel has contributed to some of your biggest influences?
fRICIEX B C R R 2 A7

X I think it is Bob Marley. | don’t like reggae music exactly. But, | do love Bob
Marley. | find reggae music to be boring, | like to make reggae in Chinese style.
But, | do not want to create any music which is similar with Bob’s, It's challenging.
His music always makes me feel inspired. He does influence me, But, | do want to

combine different art styles. For example, | combine reggae with the Chinese
instrument guzheng. My new album will be released on December 24th.

Bob Marley. St A AFREWRReggae Hik, A EMRBob Marley. FLARA=—EfMreggae
BR, RAREERGLH. REHEPEREMNreggae BIREWR B ob. BEXNERAMMMSE
LHIARF, XMk, REXHFBEEANBES. REELZ—DPARNZE, TEZEER
B ZARFE, LR EE MreggaetBsEs, 245BNELTT.
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J: Your inspiration for writing?
MERNRBEERTHE 2

X: It comes from life. How | see the world from my eyes. That it includes the
Chinese culture and the education in which one does not receive in school.

But, the kind of attitude that life conveys.

=EE RENERZEMNZ, L. IHEEZWEFEXAKERNEE, IMBER
iR LE, MeEEEBREHNTAENTE.

J: How about the new album that you and the band just recorded?

Could you tell me more about it? The process of this album going into the
recording studio. Was it different then the last? How has it progressed? Your
approach / attitude? Did you bring more musicians in for this album? Or, did you
only stick with the band members Li Ming, Wu Rui, and Li Zhao?
NFEAESHERFINFERERIM? SMZAIMERTEL? (REBEENSENE

W HIBRFREREMA—LEHRNERA, BEREMZFE, REE1E?
X : During the recordings it has been different than from the music | have made

before. Because it combines reggae with guzheng. | am in charge of directing the
vocals. Wang Lei who plays bass is my good friend since our childhood. He has
recorded with Wang Feng. Xu Xun will be the drummer this time who was formerly

with the Zi Yue band. | feel so honored to cooperate with them.
B3R, MZAITNEREREH % ReggaelBE S AT BFBEFIEAFNENR, NAFEE

Z, WINBE—RBKANBRR, <ai—B&HTIERFIH
MAF, RWRFENMBEEE. TE ST, <AIZFERM.
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RER=REIRM 1 —HE & 1E,

J ;What is your favorite track from the new album? What is the title of the album?

And how did you come about this these names?

ME—KIE R EITEWKIE R ZRECSRERM? BREZHA?

IBRZHEFDHETA?

X: | cannot tell which one is my favorite. | seems all the tracks leaves me a deep
impression. All the works seems like my little kid. This time the name of the album
will be Guzheng Reggae. | wanted to make it in Chinese style.

WA LK ERENR, BKEE B 2 ARZINIERT, iREBE— M HEECN&ZT. BREAH

ZReggae, HEMPEERReggae,

J: I know that you have worked on soundtracks for film such as “ Viethamese Girl”.
How do you like the experience with working with creating sound tracks for film?
How is your approach for entering the studio for sound track work?

BAEIRE AR BEREMIE R, T AREEREWE - THREEZERNERG?E
A EIRFFRHI R R

X: | have loved movie since | was a child. My dad brings me to watch the movies
quite often. | created the sound tracks of that film when | was approximately
2lyears old. My friend was an actor in the movie and | wrote music for them. My
friend recommended me at that time. The director asked for an extended
compilation after then.

HORIMERBR, K¥FUEAETREERY, HBABREERNERNKA2 1%, 4

NAERZERE— 1A, RECET LSRR, RAEELSR, FREEERMT—
LR
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J © On paper the China copyright laws seem quite sound. In 2000, the first release

by your former band the Bloody Animals did quite well. Selling 150,000 tapes,
20,000 cds in China. In Taiwan another 5,000 cds. | assume you must have
estimated that there was some pirating during this time. Is there anything that you
have learned in the business over the years that might be able to better protect
your new releases?

FEPEER RBCARFIRTME, FRARNITRAMNE KT R MR, HFHE

150,000 3k, 20,0003k#EHE, 50005KEARE. XLEFNEHEERILIRFEE —LERL
EERERRIPFECHFTRITHIER?

X © To be honest China copyright laws is not exact, and not strict enough.

Musicians are not being protected enough by the laws.

| released a lot of tapes before. But, | did not get the proper revenue. After this
experience, | focused more on my contracts. | did not know anything at that
moment. | only considered releasing an album. Especially, in 1999/2000. | feel so
proud to release one album at that time. | so desired success, and lost a lot
actually. I am not complaining now. This is the truth.

The music industry needs an overall fair environment.

HSLpEPRPUETN RS, R=HE. FRAREREERRY, ZAHNIEBRRA—HIE

BT, EREANMRBHEES. 2YTXEZFH, HESRIREH. SNT2RE, R
BREXANHIT. 99F /200 0FHMREEBHFELZZRTAEMET, LNWRIIAE
TR, RRIRPEETRS. SRRA2BE, RARRMAESE, AAXTE—TLEM
7=

J: How was your first trip to the states and New York? Was it what you expected?
NFRAE—RER, ANZT, B 4AKR? 1B EERIN—FFIE?

X: | went to America for one year. | have been to New York. Texas, LA, and San
Francisco. | think the USA is interesting, and crazy. It seems like the action in a
movie. | stayed in Los Angeles a couple of days. But, | could not endure it anymore.
Most Americans are nice people. But, still a small part of Americans are hypocritical.
The United States has lot of goods things. But, it is different if you live there. For
example; | cannot accept that they sometimes treat a dog better than humans. |
don’t like this personally.

BEXERT—F, ETUAY, Ei=Hr, %%, San Francisco.

BREERFL, RIEMGEERZEN—F. R EEI—BRNE, EKEER
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BEERHIATT, RBANEXEABEERN, NMBSABLEMNE. XEELLTER
4, BEEREREE, WAL ALF, HEATZRER.

Xie Tian Xiao and the Bloody Animal where invited to play at SXSW in Austin, Texas
in 2001, and 2002. . The reviews where high. How was that experience? What did
you learn, or feel was the experience from playing an American crowd like SXSW?
I R KA fth A9 SR B4 MLEH4200 16702 00 2 5 % 42 7 S 485 2= 35 [ 18 S M A PR B it

J: How was touring America in those days? Was it date after date? How long was the
tour and what areas did you find the most impressive for you? Are there any tracks
that have been influences from your American experience?

XERFREERBINEEERN, TEEARE? TEXAFZR, MEMFARNE TN
MERZ? BB —KEERAZEZERHFM?
X | started to live in American in 2001, We hade a tour.and the schedule was not

so tight. Of course New York left me with a deep impression at that time. | started
to put guzhen into reggae music. It feels right to reintroduce, Now, | put it into

truth.
TIERERE, SRAAFNER, EXLEEXEMNERE, RESHIELHEMReggae HE
&, XEHZERENERA, DERIEENEFELRMT .

J lassume you spent some time in Los Angeles. Did you play the Whisky Bar? Rub
arms with any other musicians while in LA?

BRI ZEEEYRE—ENE, BREEIBLIRBEE? BREERCIEBEmI—L
BHERA?

X I knew of the Whisky Bar. But, | have never been there. But, the blacks tap ping

to guitar in LA | liked.
BAERTREE, BXEET. £XEE TEMRZNZRARESM, FERIKE,
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J: You hear of the success stories of some members that make up rock bands. For
their early careers, to the moment they made it big. The success story for me
seems to be the fact that you where able to take an undesirable thing and turn it
into something good. Meaning when you where approximately 18 when you where
arrested for stealing bicycles and given juvenile house arrest for 6 months. At
which time you turned it around by learning to play guitar. How was that
experience for you? Was it life changing?

R—EBVEIN LR INER IR RNER, ERMNELHNEHNEINZIZETRA

WE, WFHERE—IMRENGFEREEFRARENARE LR EFNARA, BNE
BHEMRRA 1 8 SHNRELERAMBTENNE 6 MR REMT ARG IREFS
fth, MNBLAARNERD? ZENEETERNE T ZE?

2

X: It happened when | was 15 years old actually. Four friends of mine stole spare
machine parts at my father’s factory. They tried to sell out of big quantity. The
parts were actually very valuable and the factory eventually called the policemen.
Two of my friends were caught, and another two fled the scene and came to me.
The policeman asked me if | saw them. | covered for them at my friend’s house. |
did not join them because my leg was hurt at that moment. But, | did not tell the
truth. Two of the friends that | had covered were watching a movie one day. They
were recognized by the policeman. They confessed that | covered for them. | was
judged to be supervised at home, all day; for 3 months. That means | have to stay
with my parents and ask for a leave with policeman. Even, if | make a little step out
of my parent’s home.

During that time | started to know guitar. | find the guitar to sound sad. That’s the
reason | started to play.

HEWRRNIZRERET 5%, SNE 4 MRRMEI NEBRE, MTHFLR, BER

%, REEEZ, AABHNMERS, I R7TE. ER 2 MREEINT, 2 MR&kH
T, REE, SNBRPREGZGMARESS, BHEERAENE, REFME, B8
BRI 2 PTREBERNFRLRET . ERMNEF REEZERZTE N FHERN
T, NEFEREREMIEERN. FEHT 3ITAENEE, Z=TPAA—BERER
B, HEZEARKER, BERFKIER.

ZADREEMSE M, RNEFREMSMN, SHhAENEETERANGRE, MIPREF
AFHE L.
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J 0Ok, back to the future. | am really excited about the new album and what fans

have to look forward to in your new music. Do you feel that this album has gone in
a new direction lyrically and instrumentally?
EBIEIeARSE, MARMFIERNELTURTRMNEBFEANGF S RMRAE#E, RIEFA

SKERFE R H B (EFE R T EA ER— M E T3 EE?

X  Not completely. This time it will be emphasize on guzhen. | purposely avoid all

kinds of similarities with Bob Marley’s music. It does not mean that my music style
is going to change towards reggae. This is my ideology about music. | hope to
create a collection of Chinese style reggae that combines pipa and yangqgin. But, it

does not mean that | will keep making this sort of music.

2R,
PORFERATHE, GEIREEMBOB MARLEYAELEIH S, XAE—FMiERE, mARE—

FOXT & RMIBE. AR — 2 E R fireggae
03, BMETHILSEMES, 5% 5Regae %4, BRRFE—EMXHFNEF.

J I Are all the tracks in Chinese this go around?
B MIE R TEEAH AR E?

X: It will only be accepted by some people. | only want more people to know this
kind of music exists. To give them one more choice or opportunity to listen to my
style. Listeners have their right to choose. | trust my reggae approach will be
accepted openly.

B ANER, BHOXHMERAZRBIUNARMERXF—ME R,
B—MigE, VSRR, BAECEENNF . HEReggae, REZH
ANER,

J - What should fans expect as the release date?
TR MNE BRI ERNLT, MNERGFHARIELRTT ?
X : December 24th , Beijing.

1282 4 HEILR,
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J Is a tour in China planned?
EEEAITNEREANNERER?
X' HE—E2H, BHAENTERHEE.

Maybe next year. The cities are not decided yet.

J: I personally would very much enjoy seeing you guys tour the states again. How do
you feel about going back to America, or touring the world?

FERABRND ARBEFREIRMNEZENEINRE, S8BT ERXENEHFEINR
g. ?

X: | expect it whole heartily, and | am always working hard in that direction. We
might be on tour in the USA next year. We would like to do some performance in
Chinese style. Which is completely different from the USA. | think it is the right time
to do it. When | argue with my wife. | am always theatening her that | am going
back to Shandong. Or, that | am going to the America.

BIFRHR, ME—EREXINHFEAESN, BEAURSAITNEERE

HUENE, MAETERER, TIEXERN—HFHNRA, FEXE— 1 &FNE
HIRBEFWRNINEEESENG: EARMELER, BEARAE

ESJETN

J : The future looks bright for Xie and the crew. | look forward to seeing another

brilliant show from what | feel is one of China’s tightest rock -n - roll bands.
PR R KA MRS SRBASE BRAO AR SR, HIREARHME(TA T —I2 B ARIR, R(T=2 P E R R

Ay . 7
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Great musician and friend. Always hospitable even after a sweaty hot gig. XTX

performs 100% all the time. Good luck guys. | hope a tour of the states happens
again soon.
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