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All about seeing it with my own eyes while I still could. I had 3::‘ ‘,\
never given much thought to how the drawbridge did what it did, and w .) Wz:
when [ paddled to the other side of it, the sun, as if on cue, climbed é’;?ng (/ ’Qizi’i
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Like a Transformers robot, the drawbridge could draw open and
closed. A fifty-foot steel pontoon—the solid black rectangle on this
diagram—was a hollow barge supporting a section of roadway at the
center of the structure. By pivoting ninety degrees counterclockwise,
the pontoon, with the roadway still attached, could be floated into
open position, and the two aprons could be drawn up.

Then to close the drawbridge the pontoon could be pivoted back
to the center of the structure, the aprons could be drawn down, and

road traffic across the drawbridge could resume.
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And the drawbridge could transform in another way. At each ) 2\ E
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I gave my full attention to the
sound of a yellow pickup truck approaching from the levee.
The roller-coaster clatter as it bounced onto the apron,
the low booming thrumming as it hummed along

the roadway. The current kept dragging me downstream,

downstream, and finally I let it.

@%&&\9 qa //%we Yy QX //%, ¥7 w,, w/,w. //%fu o) it
T e o
% % \@% & % % % % 0 %3\ %B\T = %3\ %3\ @ %

Yiss: @rw @/@ @/@ /fsf /‘vz /‘w @/* @ @
@ i, @;& @:\5@%\A\@@@@@fgﬁ@%&q@%\kq@%;@@%;@@



PN PN PN PN PN PN PPN E NS N
f@ LR TS 2S T2 o fe
*@f %;@%;@@;@%;@%;%%;@%;%%;%% f
%‘ %W\ %m\m ( %‘M\ %‘m\ %‘m\ \\m % (%'
pas

(’A\ q éik\ éé\
SN N ] "\

= 7%\ W 'C'
p’z‘ o ..°) \a/s N2, e ‘\V
fg’i’»ﬂ (//}5‘ [ floated, floating backward until the animal’s entire @3\
Q% A&@ skeleton fit lengthwise in the frame of my camera, then % ‘
74 . Ve
5:6 @2@%@( [ floated backward some more. I had never seen the drawbridge from ‘ /« ):6
(p C@\?qﬁj the bayou like that before. You could even say [ had never *C w& ‘
i\’ 7((7%2% really seen it. I wish I had taken more pictures.

pLy\J G
) ™ %w @\\ %

bta 3 u«;{
S f% Y % 7%9\“ v))av‘\“ v%@\“ v) 9\ 7) 9\" 5?%*9@%‘?
Laugdaudgday
/‘w /‘we /‘w /‘w /*w /&
@ @ q@%‘i\% %i\%@%i& @;& @.,@@ a%c %*i\%@



N N E PN E PN P PPN E PN PPN E P

@&@%@f@ﬁ@f@&@f@&@f‘*&@%@@&@f‘v&@@&@ %

( %@, %\\ NG OV A OV A CY M A YU OGS CY
GG A5 ‘“% ’“% ’(% ’(% (‘% & “% %“
M
P P N R R R LR
\@ PR PR PR PR PR PR PR PR

”“"é&@““é&@”@é&@@&@”‘*&@@ﬂ@@&@“&@ *&@@&%

% % 7(% 7(% 7(% 7(% 7(% % % % (“
9%v’\%@@%v@%v’@%v@%v@%y@%@@»@@%@%

/fw) ¥ /fw)\

R el e e el e e
O R R s S e o
@%@@%@@%@@%@@%@@%@ <%@@%@@%@@%@ sz



