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56 Practice Name BAST (Bureau Architectures Sans Titre)

Based in Toulouse, France

Legal entity cooperative
Established 2013

collective authorship process-oriented
design objectivity construction
deconstruction teaching new materiality




Network and Collective Agency

Obijectivity and neutrality stand as
a core principle, method and aim,
underpinning the practice of Bureau
Architectures Sans Titre. BAST believe
in rationality. To them, it equals a distinct
process-oriented design methodo-
logy and a shared critical sense of
sociopaolitical, human(ist}), and material
reality that precedes any subjectivist
tension in decision-making. Often,
the existing form most appropriately
directs its causal inquiry, i.e. a project.
BAST goes on to exercise authorship
neutrality, as it draws on objectivity
generated from a multilogical process
of project de-composition, revealing
the bare construction and materiality,
the analysis of useability, resources,
then re-composition and re-construc-
tion with highly skilled craftsmen. Ob-
Jjectivity can thus be used for its value
in arguments superseding questions of
form or construction, claiming virtue in
the production of logically acceptable
solutions. In such practice, beauty is
considered a subjective trait and as
such it is considered redundant. Finally,
BAST value efficiency both in physical
and human resource use and theoret-
ical and communicational means. This
sets the practice apart within a profes-
sional field swallowed by an inflation of
the ubiquitous representation leaning
towards spectacle. BAST apply their
frugal approach also in drawing and
Material selection, preferring to stay on
the side of the intelligible minimum.
Since its founding in Toulouse ten
years ago, the collective has obscured
fﬁhe practice's personal structure and
Individual authorship, making a case
for the ideal of objectivity through
the erasure of expression. Projects
tend to be managed by working pairs
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“We try to bring [collectivity] into
every topic in the office. It’s not only
about managing projects but also
about managing the office itself. We
spread tasks among the three of us
in order to participate in an equal
way in each task. Our philosophy of
life and work is applied on every level
of the office.” e

who oversee partial steps en route to
an objective set of goals. They pro-
ceed through a standard phased-out
structure. Screening of both potential
clients and projects takes priority

at the onset of every job to ensure

a willingness to accept the prac-
tice's mode of operation. Through
discussion, feasibility studies are
produced every time, then expanded
upon by project theses which dic-
tate procedural codes to be adhered
to along the construction phase,
which, on the other hand, may involve
a degree of improvisation thanks

to collaboration and the time-sav-
ing simplicity of design media. The
methodology sketched above per-
meates all aspects of BAST's activity,
including design work, while on-site
involvement comes together in teach-
ing through experimental practical
workshops focused on construction.

“We try to achieve objectivity - as

much as possible — and this for us is
the result of a collective discussion.
The more people give their opinion
on a topic the more objective the
result. And that is what we want the
client to understand (...) Not being
subjective is a good way to convince
people.” e
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Practice

MO03, Toulouse, France, 2013

The reconstruction of a private
house demonstrates the main
principles - deconstruction,
retention and reuse of existing
masonry, and reconstruction
and reassembly of the house.

Photo and drawing:
BAST, M03, Toulouse, 2013
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PR T IS TPC




A1, Toulouse, France, 2022

A private studio, a minimalist
dwelling of 24 m2 transformed
the basement of an apartment-
house courtyard. New sliding
doors open up the apariment
front thanks to the inserted
load-bearing construction.

Photo and drawing:
BAST, A1, Toulouse, 2022




