
MERCEDES BENZ 722.6

TCM FLUID CONTAMINATION

COMPLAINT:

CAUSE:

CORRECTION:

The vehicle may experience intermittent speed sensor or solenoid codes with reoccurring limp 
mode. When the technician locates the TCM, (Refer to Figure 1), to do some electrical checks, 
the TCM is found to be full of transmission fluid.

Transmission Fluid has worked its way up the wiring between the transmission case connector 
and the TCM through capillary action. As a result of this action, the TCM has been filled with 
fluid, (Refer to Figure  2).
This has nothing to do with the with seal condition on the conductor plate or the vehicle harness 
connector, even with good seals this will occur, (Refer to Figure 3).

Remove some insulation to bare the wires just above the vehicle harness connector in a 
staggered fashion. Then melt a drop of solder on each wire, (Refer to Figure 4), this will act as a 
dam, then shrink wrap each wire and tape the harness to dress it up. This will prevent the fluid 
from traveling up the wire harness to the TCM, especially after TCM replacement.

Many thanks to Wayne Duvall from Crownsville Transmission for the photos that made this bulletin possible.
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TCM LOCATION & TERMINAL IDENTIFICATION
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140, 210 and 220 Chassis have
 the TCM in an Electrical Box

in Engine Compartment
163 Chassis (M  Series)

have the TCM on the
floor center of the console

129, 170, 202 and 208 Chassis
 have the TCM under passenger

side floor board

TCM LOCATIONS

Figure 2

Figure 1

TCM FLUID CONTAMINATION
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VEHICLE HARNESS
CONNECTOR

46482

VEHICLE CONDUCTOR
PLATE CONNECTOR

THE CONNECTOR & SLEEVE
TWIST & LOCK TOGETHER

AND ARE SEALED BY "O" RINGS

TCM FLUID CONTAMINATION

O-RING SEALS

O-RING SEAL

OIL IS DRAWN UP BETWEEN THE TERMINAL
END AND THE CONNECTOR HAUSING

Figure 3

Figure 4

REMOVE SOME INSULATION
IN A STAGGERED FASHION

AND MELT A DROP OF SOLDER
ON THE BARED WIRES

FINISH BY SHRINK WRAPPING
EACH SOLDERED WIRE
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