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5280 Stirling Street, Suite 102, Granite Bay, California  95746 

Phone (916) 791-4146  

www.TouchOfUnderstanding.org 
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“I had a stroke, there’s no way around it.  My mom tells me I'm 

normal but she's wrong.  I will never be normal, and I will never 

know what it feels like to have full capabilities in my right 

side.  Normally I am very content with  myself and who I am.  

But my insecurities never leave me.  When I run, cut my food, 

dribble a ball it's different; I'm different from the rest of my 

peers. Who said different was bad?  Not me.  I know that to stay 

happy with who I am and will always be, I have to stop thinking 

and live - we all do.  Ultimately, we’re our own worst  enemies, 

our insecurities kill us, hold us back.  I think my stroke has 

forced me to strive and create a large amount of self-confidence 

making me a better person overall.  When my mom found out I 

had a stroke, I was put into immediate therapy to see if I could 

get better.  Although I would never be like my peers, I did get 

much better.  As the years went by I found myself a step slower 

than my friends at things like sports.   

Although I was a happy person I had days where I wished more 

than anything that I was normal for a day.  Then I found ATOU.  

ATOU (A Touch of Understanding) is an organization started by 

Leslie DeDora, with the purpose of teaching as many people as 

possible about different disabilities and how to be friends with 

kids who have disabilities. At ATOU I blossomed as I shared 

my  story to more and more people.  ATOU was the first place I 

felt that I could be the real me, where I could be proud to have 

had a stroke.  I have been fortunate enough to have great support 

from my friends and family, who have helped me in not letting 

my stroke define me, but instead owning it and becoming a good 

person.  I found ATOU and it has made me a better person not 

only in owning my disability but also educating me on other 

people with disabilities.   

I believe that everything happens for a 

reason, and my stroke made me a  

better person overall.  With help, I 

learned to use my stroke as an        

advantage not  a  d isadvantage.   

Surprisingly I am happy I had a 

stroke, because it has made me a 

stronger person overall, and taught me 

that life isn't always fair, but to make 

the best of every  situation no matter 

how big or small it is. 

 

                           

A Touch of UnderstandingA Touch of UnderstandingA Touch of Understanding
®®®
, Inc., Inc., Inc.   

Nick in 5th grade, facilitating a Disability Dinner with 

Paige, Courtney and Paula 

“ATOU was the first place I felt I could be the  real  me.” 

A Stroke of Good Luck   

by Nick Bratkovich 

 

Our mission is to encourage acceptance and respect for all individuals and to minimize the discrimination,           

bullying and misunderstanding experienced by children and adults who are perceived as different for any reason,   

especially those with disabilities.   

Nick graduating from 

8th Grade 
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Calaveras County               

Vallecito Union School District 

 

El Dorado County 

Buckeye Union School District 

El Dorado Union High School District 
Mother Lode Union School District 

Rescue Union School District 

 

Marin County 

Kentfield Union School District 

Mill Valley School District 
 

Nevada County               

Pleasant Ridge School District  

Placer County 

Dry Creek Joint Elementary School District 

Eureka Union School District 

Loomis Union School District 
Newcastle Unified School District 

Placer County Office of Education 

Rocklin Unified School District 
Roseville City School District 

Western Placer Unified School District 

 

Solano County 

Dixon Unified School District 

Sacramento County 

Center Joint Unified School District 

Dry Creek Joint Unified School District 
Elk Grove Unified School District 

Folsom-Cordova Unified School District 

Natomas Unified School District 
River Delta Elementary School District 

Sacramento City Unified School District 

Sacramento County  
San Juan Unified School District 

Twin Rivers Unified School District 

 

Yolo County 

Davis Joint Unified School District  

ATOU is improving the climate on school campuses in the Sacramento Region and beyond... 

This year, we celebrate the 20th Anniversary of A Touch of Understanding, Inc. (ATOU). More than 

84,000 students have experienced our character-building, disability-awareness workshops, with 

10,081 students last school year alone! 

ATOU now has a five-pronged approach to disability-awareness: 1) the in-school workshops, 2) the ATOU Youth F.O.R.C.E. 

(Friends  Offering  Respect Creating Empowerment), 3) the High School ATOU Youth F.O.R.C.E. Clubs, 4) the Spirit of Inclusion 

training and Dark Meals for businesses and government agencies and 5) ATOUCares.org, an online hub for individuals and families 

affected by disabilities. 

Over the years, we have received thousands of letters telling of the life-changing impact of our programs.                                                                                                                

On the following pages, please see the statistics and comments from youth, parents, teachers and adult participants. 

ATOU has created a movement to assure that all children, despite disabilities or other differences, feel included, have friends, and 

enjoy a sense of belonging. These experiences build character and  resiliency in our children and young people.  

We are launching our 20 Year Anniversary Campaign, 20/20 Clear 

Vision For The Future.  Our goal is to secure 400 new monthly  

donors of $20 or more, to sustain this movement into the future. 

Thank you for your investment which has allowed us to reach more 

than 84,000 students in the last 20 years.  We look forward to    

partnering with you for many years to come. 

With gratitude,   

Executive Director 

20 Years of Building Empathy~Igniting Respect  

 

Joseph Blanton Kody Fernandez John Kennedy David Rivello 
Youth           

Representatives: 

John DeLury Susie Glover Darlene O’Brien Bob Schultz Nick Bratkovich 

David Dominguez Stanford Hirata Carrie Reginato Michael Wilson Sabrina Voeller 

Current ATOU Board of Directors: 

 

“We cannot always build the future for our youth, 

but we can build our youth for the future.” 
 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

32nd president of US  (1882 - 1945)   

 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Franklin_D._Roosevelt/
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The goal for our 20/20 Clear Vision for the Future Campaign is to gain 400 monthly donors  

of $20 or more during our 20th Anniversary Year! 

This will lay the foundation for the future, allowing us to focus on what we do best, improving the lives of 

children by Building Empathy and Igniting  Respect on school campuses and beyond. 

Building For The Future 

   Students participating in the ATOU school workshop.   
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Student Survey Responses & Comments: 

 92% said they will be more comfortable with someone with a disability after going through the 

ATOU workshop. 

 90% said it would be easier to make friends with someone with a disability.  

 97%  said they learned more about the tools that people with disabilities use.  
 
 

“I really enjoyed your message about respect and acceptance for all people.  I learned that no matter who you are, everyone wants to 

be treated the same.  Even though some of us look different on the outside, we have feelings on the inside.  I plan on setting a good 

example to others by showing it’s ok to be friends with somebody that looks different.” -Braden, 4th Grade 

 

“Thank you for coming to David Lubin and telling us about people with disabilities—or rather—abilities.  I learned that even people 

that have disabilities have abilities too.  I like knowing that I don’t have to not even look at people with  disabilities,  I think that 

instead of disability it should be—well I don’t know, but not disability.  People with their arms amputated or autism—they   actually 

can do more than we can.  I think that having a disability drives them further and has a larger motive than other people.” 

 -Emi, 4th Grade 

 

“Dear ATOU Friend, you are so special to me in my eyes because you inspire me to do things.  If I’m scared, I get right back up and 

that’s how you touched my heart..” -Thabinah, 4th Grade 

 

*These notes were addressed to Qam Hale, a 16 year old Youth F.O.R.C.E member and Workshop Speaker: 

“When you showed all that stuff about you and your autism, it inspired me to fight my OCD, and that sometimes it gives you a 

strength instead of all weaknesses.  I feel like I shouldn’t be hiding behind this “I have no problems” curtain.  I should let me be me.  

I feel like I could learn how to cope with it from you.  Knowing someone else has a problem affecting their life, it makes me feel  

better.  I’m not alone.  No one has a reason to pick on me anymore!  Thank you SO much! -Stormy, 7th Grade 

 

“I thank you for teaching me about autism.  When you told me about it, I realized that my cousin has it.  When I realized that, I can 

be more open to him and not treat him differently.  Talking about how there are invisible disabilities and that just because they have 

it doesn’t mean they are a different person.  I thought that just because he’s a little different doesn’t mean he is an outcast.  I should 

bring him close, not throw him out.  So thank you Qam for teaching me to understand him and autism. ” -Spencer, 7th Grade 

 

Teacher Survey Responses & Comments:   

 98% said the ATOU presentation was a valuable educational experience for students. 

 96% stated that students are more accepting and respectful of peers after the ATOU workshop. 

 100% said the ATOU workshop increased their students’ sensitivity towards and awareness of children 

with disabilities. 
 

“I am writing to express my sincere gratitude for the lessons you taught us during your visit to Del Dayo Elementary School last 

month.  I want you to know that you each made a huge impact on my students and me that we will carry with us each day in the   

future.  I was so deeply touched by each of you and your stories that I was inspired to do the follow up lessons with my students and 

create a bulletin board in our classroom sharing our experience with parents and classroom visitors.  Each of my students has  written 

you a letter and hand illustrated it as a small token of our appreciation.  A copy of each letter is proudly displayed on our classroom 

bulletin board, along with pictures and our “We are Buddies not Bullies” poster.  

-Lisa Andrews, Fourth Grade Teacher, Del Dayo Elementary School 

 

“Thank you so much for coming out to Bannon Creek Elementary this week.  I was so excited that my second graders were able to 

experience your workshop this school year.  Following your workshop, I noticed my students not only talking kindly about the    

presenters and all your volunteers, but they were also being more kind to each other.  I truly feel that your workshop is something all 

students should experience.”  

-Stacey Bryan, Second Grade Teacher, Bannon Creek Elementary 
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Parent Survey Responses & Comment:  

 97% felt the ATOU experience will help their child accept and include individuals with        
disabilities in their life.  

 96% anticipate the workshop leaving a lasting positive impression on their child.  
 

“I just want to let you know how meaningful the Touch of Understanding program, that the 3rd graders experienced  yesterday, was 

for Amanda. She has been talking about it non-stop. I can tell it impacted her in a very positive way. I think bringing awareness    

regarding individuality, disabilities, challenges and strengths is important at this age and it sounds like this program was very well 

done. I hope Oak Meadow will continue to offer this program. Thank you so much for giving the students this experience.”  

-Oak Meadow Elementary School Parent  
 

“We had a great discussion about disabilities - a conversation that may not have been sparked if not for the great  program.”  

-Lake Forest Elementary School Parent 
 

Sponsor Comments: 

“Once you have seen A Touch of Understanding in action, you have been changed forever.  ATOU left a handprint on my heart and a 

call to action in my life.”   

-Rob Stewart, Producer, KVIE’s “Rob on the Road” 
 

“ATOU plays an integral role in our community through the programs they provide to help people of all ages understand challenges 

that individuals face with disabilities.  Their successful outreach in our surrounding counties is impressive and continues to grow in 

teaching the importance of empathy and compassion toward others.  Our community is certainly a better place to live, due to the 

trained and dedicated ATOU staff and volunteers.”  

-Carol Garcia, Senior VP of Community 1st Bank and Mayor of City of   Roseville 
 

“Kovar’s is not only thankful, but also very proud to be associated with ATOU.  Although we serve our community differently, we 

are very much alike as well.  We are both committed to putting an end to bullying and we both attempt to influence the hearts and 

minds of others, through education and training.  We, as anyone who has worked with the team at ATOU, appreciate the value they 

bring to all of their relationships –in our community, in our schools and with our children - because they inspire all of us to be our 

best.”     

-Dave Chamberlin, CEO of Kovar’s Satori Academy 
 

 

 George Arrant  Pam Gehrts  Karen Parsegian 

 Karen Beer   Susie Glover  Sara-Kate Pirnik 

 Robin Boparai  Erik Greenan  Sandy Puleo 

 Peggy Cain  Qamdhyn Hale  Bill Richards 

 Jackie Callahan  Mary Herdegen  Bob Schultz 

 Matt Cardoza  Doris Hernandez-Morales  David Seagraves 

 Byron Chapman  Kate Iliff  Michaela Setiawan 

 Jeanne Culhane  Ivy Liu  Chris Smazenko 

 Rich DeDora  Dwight Lunkley  Dan Smith 

 John DeLury  Jill Mason  Rosa Umbach 

 JDD Doran-Jammer  Kim Nash  Duane Wyatt 

 Kody Fernandez  Darlene O’Brien  

2015-2016 Presidential Service Awards 

Our volunteers served thousands of hours for ATOU!  

35 volunteers received the President’s Volunteer Service Award                

(50+ hours/youth, 100+ hours/adult):  

2015-2016 Ed Ennis Award Recipient 

Dwight Lunkley was awarded this prestigious award for       

dedicated service to children through ATOU.  

Volunteer Comments & Awards:                      

“In an ironic twist of fate, volunteering with ATOU has helped me become more accepting of my disability.”   

-Mary Herdegen, ATOU Workshop Volunteer Speaker  
 

 “I love that ATOU teaches kids that no matter your disability, you are just like other people, with hopes and dreams that can            

come true”.   

-Marge Bladet, ATOU Workshop Volunteer 
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The ATOU Youth F.O.R.C.E. and High School Clubs... 

“Making a difference and having fun while doing it.” 

ATOU’s Youth F.O.R.C.E (Friends Offering Respect – Creating Empowerment) is a fully inclusive group 

of children and young people with and without disabilities.  We have been busy with our monthly events, 

Core Meetings, and High School Clubs.  As our Youth F.O.R.C.E. continues to grow, so do the friendships 

that are formed.  One of the many highlights of the year was our annual whitewater rafting trip in July with the organization,       

Environmental Traveling Companions.  On this particular trip we had one of our Youth F.O.R.C.E members, Conlan, who is on the  

Autism Spectrum and is a Rubik’s Cube master, teach another volunteer, JDD, who is blind, how to solve the Rubik’s Cube.  Conlan 

brought a Rubik’s Cube that can be solved by touch, as each face has a different texture.  He sat with JDD, and described each face 

of the cube giving directions such as, “Turn that face 90 degrees clockwise.” This continued until JDD had solved the entire cube!   

      Monthly events included:   

July – State Fair and Whitewater Rafting 

August – Glamping (glamorous camping) 

September – Minute to Win It Challenge Night 

October – 1.6 Challenge to End Bullying 

November – Roseville Holiday Parade 

December –Showcase of Talents and Interests 

January – Star Wars Movie Day  

February – Valentine Dance 

March – Art With Friends 

April – Science Exploration Night  

May – Lion’s Club Special Kids Day  

June – Disney Party  

Our ATOU Youth F.O.R.C.E continued to expand its Granite Bay High School Club.  This club meets every other week, and helps 

the ATOU Youth F.O.R.C.E with each of their events.  They provide  support for planning and decorations, as well as serving as 

buddies at each event.   As the club at Granite Bay High School has continued to thrive, students from other local schools have 

reached out to form their own clubs.  We look forward to several new high school clubs in the coming year.  

             Having fun at the Youth F.O.R.C.E. Valentine Dance.    

 

 

We are excited to welcome Debbie Harrell and Nolan Nguyen to 

our ATOU staff.  Debbie is our new Development Director, and 

Nolan is our Youth F.O.R.C.E Coordinator.  Both come with rich 

backgrounds, a wealth of experience, and are true assets to our 

ATOU Family. 

Youth F.O.R.C.E. members laughing through the rapids. 
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Find Voices of a Dream on Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com 

Available in paperback, Nook, and Kindle.   

Remember to choose A Touch of Understanding when shopping with Amazon Smile.   

Our first book, Voices of a Dream, has been published! 

Enjoy 64 inspiring stories written by members of the ATOU Family.   
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Our thanks to our Program Sponsors/Donors 
INDIVIDUAL DONORS: 

Peggy Adams 

John & Lyn Adams 

Joanie Adams 

Aaron Adamski 

Meghan & Michael Adamski 

Sonya Adamson 

Jennie Ahdan 

Manuel & Lisa Alvarez 

John & Geraldine Anders 

John & Lisa Arizcuren 

Rhonda Armstrong 

George Arrant 

Vijaya Arunachalam 

Ritu & Maninder Atwal 

Dr. Henry & Janet Barker 

Christine Barlow 

Barbara Bassinger 

John Bauer 

Janie Beach 

Brad & Kim Beauvais 

Joyce Beeman 

Becky & Ken Bell 

James & Karen Bell 

Jim & Marilee Bellotti 

Peter and Diane Bennett 

Brian & Susan Bergfalk 

Marge Bladet 

Joseph Blanton 

Candace Bonney 

Katherine Bowers 

Amanda Boyd 

Tom & Suzanne Bratkovich 

Carol & Ron  Brown 

Erin Brown 

Colleen Buck 

Doug & Cloy Burnett 

Linda & Gary Butler 

Tanya Cain 

Peggy Cain 

Donald Callahan 

Jackie Callahan 

Max and Janet Cargay 

Kevin & Lori Carson 

Mary Carter 

Cynthia Cates 

Debbie Christensen 

Jeri & Joe Christopher 

Danielle Christy 

Ken Clemence 

Karen & Ron Cody 

Cathryn Cohen 

Ernest & Stacey Cook 

Norman & Judy Cook 

Richard & Gloria Costigan 

Brian & Ryan Crawford 

Terry & Kellie Criscione 

Helen & Daniel Crump 

Jeanne Culhane 

Nicholas Cunningham 

Pamela Cushman 

Julie Davison 

Shon & Michelle Day 

Braden DeDora 

Richard & Leslie DeDora 

William & Tara Delaney 

John & Jane DeLury 

Kevin DeLury 

David & Laurie Dominguez 

Barbara Dubnick 

Davina Dubnick 

David & Janine Dudley 

Karen Dugoni 

Pantea Dunn 

Joe & Cindy Elie 

Brian & Jill Ernst 

Kody & Joyce Fernandez 

Bridget Fiechtner 

Maureen Fitzgerald 

Mike & Lisa Fitzpatrick 

Elfrena Foord 

Jeanette & Michael Frisch 

Richard Fujinami 

Marshann Fuqua 

Scott & Jeanne Gandler 

Susie Glover 

Barbara Gnirk 

Aslam & Fouzia Godil 

Rachel Goldeen 

Gerald & Kelly Gonzalves 

Mark & Jill Goozen 

Bertha Gorman 

Geo Gosling 

Jerrold & Karin Grecu 

Shannon Guidera 

Rex & Gail Halverson 

Raymond Hampson 

Richard Hampson 

Julie Hanson 

Bill & Debbie Harrell 

Jennifer & Lukas Hartman 

Barry & Julie Hazelett 

Becky Hensley 

Catherine Hensley 

Werner & Ingrid Herbig 

Mary Herdegen 

Robert Herne 

Brian & Rene Hickey 

Michelle & Dennis Hinds 

Josh Hinkey 

Stanford & Heather Hirata 

Laurie Hoirup 

Bobbie Hooker 

Stefanie & Marshall Hopper 

Deborah Huber 

Christina Huff-Ortega 

Jansen Hubiak 

Stephen & Talli Hunter 

Dolores Huyck 

Dee & Williams Hynes 

Leslie & Wesley Ingram 

Jessica Johnson 

Susie and Ken Johnstone 

Clifford and Suzanne Jones 

Marty Kabele 

Cathy & Fred Katz 

Teri Kier 

Jennifer Kimsey 

Mae Kittle 

Lisa Klein 

Christina  & Elias Kurani 

Angela Lanterman 

Robert & Patricia Lavette 

David & Carold Lawson 

Robert & Natascha Lenney 

Julie & David Long 

Shad & Leslee Long 

Roseanne & Russell Losh 

Claudya Lum 

Richard & Pequita Marasso 

Nancy Marshall 

Dean Martens 

Kenneth Marti 

Jill Mason 

Larry & Joanne Mason 

Evelyn Massey 

Sheryl Matzen 

Herb Mayer 

Sean & Megan McCabe 

Beth McClure-Thomas 

Debbie McDonald 

Melissa McDougall 

Ginger & Brian McGrail 

Jeffrey McInturff 

Sharon & Thomas Merchant 

Geoff & Linda Metcalf 

Sharon & Ron Middlekauff 

Catharine Mikitka 

Rebecca Minasi 

Pam and Gerry Mitchell 

Paul Mitchell 

Katie & Eric Moll 

Martin Morales &                  

Doris Hernandez-Morales 

Kelli Morel 

Bob Murphy 

Kay & Paul Murphy 

Nori Nadzri-Jenkins 

Steve & Renee Nash 

Russ & Kim Nash 

Craig & Jill Negri 

Jim Nelligan 

Patricia Nelligan 

David & Diana Netherton 

Laurie Newton 

Greg & Jennifer Nickle 

Gayle & Bob Nolasco 

Nichole & Peter Novaresi 

Donald & Anthy O'Brien 

Kathleen O'Brien 

Robert & Amy Ochi 

Patrice Offenhauser 

Brenda & Andy Osiow 

Sharron Owens-Rogers 

Emmaline Pearson 

Mike Penketh 
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Christopher & Linda Speck 

Mark & Marla Splinter 

Marlena & John Sprague 

Viji Srinivasan 

Suzanne & Scott Stanford 

Meta Stavrand 

Sue Ellen Stavrand &                   

John Harcourt 

Karen Steele 

Pam & James Stephens 

Dean Stevenson 

David & Deborah Stogner 

Jonathan & Tamara         

Tattersall 

Revé Taylor 

Daniel & Clara Taylor 

Lisa Ternero 

Jodi Thelen 

Katherine Thomas 

Scott & Kellie Tonda 

Yolanda Torrecillas 

Paula Henry Vais 

Guy & Linda Vasconcellos 

Catherine Vollmer 

Mary Walton 

Gail Way 

John & Jodi Welch 

Dennis & Jinnie Welsch 

Michael & Amy  Wenzel 

Thomas Werner 

Monte & Susan Whitefield 

Peter & Meg Wiese 

Mike and Barbara Wilson 

Johnathan & Janine Wilson 

Joel Wilson 

Vina Woodland 

Daphna Woolfe 

Duane & Sherie Wyatt 

Charlene Yamanaka 

Terry & Ellen Yoder 

John & Louise Young 

Barbara Zanze 

Barbara & Paul Zasso 

Mary Zeringue-Smith 

Robert & Karen Zimmerman 

Our thanks to our Program Sponsors/Donors 

SERVICE CLUBS: 

Carmichael Emblem Club 

No. 355 

Knights of Columbus    

Mariemont PTA 

Optimist Club of       

Country Club 

Roseville Firefighters 

Charity 

Sacramento Banjo Band 

Soroptimist Int of        

Lincoln 

Women's Improvement 

Club of Roseville 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS  

continued: 

Sue & Cliff Peppers 

Renee Perry 

Jane Poole 

Michele Powell 

Sandy & Rhonda Puleo 

Tamara Ranta 

Michael & Leigh-Ann 

Reinero 

William & Bonnie Rhodes 

Bill Richards 

Jennifer Rider 

Ahren & Bonnie Robinson 

Karen & Clarence Robinson 

Karen & Forrest Robinson 

Eric & Nancy Rochelle 

Joan Rodgers 

Tricia Rosenbaum 

Guy & Nancy Russell 

Roy Sampson 

Sue Samuel 

Jan Schaper 

Dan & Karin Schauer 

Laurie and Frank Schraml 

Bob & Betty Lou Schultz 

Scott & Jeanine Schulz 

Laura Schuster 

Kristen & John Scifres 

Dave & Tukey Seagraves 

Najmeen Sherazee 

Donald Sherman & Christina 

Cosentini 

Pat & Dave Sherman 

Wesley Shore 

Kathryn Sill 

Douglas & Rebecca Skarr 

Jamie Skrabec 

Michele Sloan 

Christine Smazenko 

Ron and Diane Smith 

Stefan &  Linda Smith 

Suzanne Smoley 

Susana Sollazzo 

Kelly & David Spamer 

Eileen Speaker 

BUSINESS/CORPORATE: 

Adventures In Advertising 

Bogle Vineyards Winery 

Bonney Plumbing 

Brookfield Residential 

Care E On 

Casque Wines, LLC 

Community 1st Bank 

EASE– Eagle Accessibility         

Solutions & Equipment , Inc. 

Ernest J. Hook DPM Inc. 

Folsom Lake Bank 

Fuqua Physical Therapy, Inc. 

Jamba Juice  

Kohl’s Department Store 

Kovar's Satori Academy 

Kenneth Marti, D.D.S., Inc. 

Northwest Imaging Analysts 

Point Equity Residential Lending 

Pride Industries     

Propp Christensen Caniglia, LLP 

River City Bank 

River Rock Insurance Services, Inc. 

Sacramento Public Library        

Foundation 

Sierra Graphics  &  Embroidery 

Tofanelli Enterprises, Inc. 

Tri-Valley Recycling, Inc. 

United Way California Capital     

Region PCFD Account 

FOUNDATIONS/GRANTS: 

Arata Brothers Trust 

Bayside Covenant Church 

City of Roseville  

Consolidated                   

Communications       

Foundation 

County of Placer- Board 

of Supervisors 

Flanagan Family       

Foundation 

Freda B. Runyon       

Foundation 

Jonas Family Foundation 

Mikuni Charitable         

Foundation 

PASCO Foundation 

PG & E Corporation     

Foundation 

Safeway Foundation 

Women Lawyers of        

Sacramento Foundation 

United Auburn Indian    

Community of the       

Auburn Rancheria 
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 IN-KIND (Business): 

Alpha Graphics 

All-Cal Insurance Agency 

Bella Toscana Salon 

Boys Team Charity 

California State Fair 

Classic Impressions 

Cristando House, Inc. 

Karr Business Services 

Loomis Basin Brewing Co. 

Nestle Waters 

Olive Garden Restaurant 

PASCO Scientific 

Placer Community         

Foundation 

Safeway 

Tech Soup 

Tofanelli Enterprises, Inc. 

Vistage 

Webfeet Creations 

IN MEMORY OF:           

 Alan Liu  

A fundraiser by       

Jill Mason  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY: 

Cindy Butler 

Jackie Callahan 

Christine Carbone 

Kim Carlson 

Reilly Dibner 

Berit Dotts 

Susan Felice 

Janet Ford 

Mira Geffner 

Rona Giffard 

Rachel Goldeen 

Doris Hernandez-

Morales 

Mary Ellen Jenkins 

Maria Klein 

Karen Kroeger 

Choi Ting Lau 

Barry & Kathryn Liu 

Paula Loeffler 

Carol Mason 

Jill Mason 

Larry & Joanne Mason 

Stephen Mendick 

Andrew More 

Bob Murphy 

Flora Nelson 

Tony Nicoletti 

Vickie Rabourn 

Karen Reeves 

Mary Ann Reilly 

Tukey Seagraves 

Laura Schuster 

Sierra Crest Door & 

Milling 

Erin Steiner 

Veronica Villlalobos 

Rita Wells 

Thomas Werner 

Robert West 

Josh White 

Joel Wilson 

Susan Young 

IN HONOR OF:             BY: 

Laura Beeman Richard & Suellen       

Beeman 

Melody & Rod Lee Daphna Woolfe 

Rich & Leslie  

DeDora 

Edward Ennis 

Lucky & Tigger’s 

Birthday 

John & Lyn Erskine 

Rosa  Umbach Laurie Hoirup 

IN MEMORY OF:           BY: 

Carol Arrant George Arrant 

John DeDora Dawn Andrews 

Bob Ennis Edward Ennis 

Lauris Ennis Leslie DeDora 

 Edward Ennis 

Michael Glover Susie & Jim Glover 

Kelly Graves Lisa Klein 

John Hardwick Tom & Barb Bartley 

 Pat Courtney 

 Donna Gonsalves 

Chad Mallo Annmarie & Art Mallo 

Karen Mayer Herb Mayer 

JoAnn Neider Brenda & Andy Osiow 

Joe SanFilippo Janice Wofford 

Grace  M. Stavrand Meta Stavrand 

 Sue Ellen Stavrand &           

John Harcourt 

Lorayne Vasile Jim & Susie Glover 

Lovell Walters Lenore Blau 

 Gerda Francesca 

 Terri Goodman 

 Linda Huskey 

 Ann Mallo 

 Leslie Macmillan 

Lois Wedner David & Laurie 

Dominguez 

 Drew Pomerance 

 Maryanne Wedner 

Student Art 
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 IN-KIND (Individuals): 

Robert Beaudry 

Joe Blanton 

Mark & Kathy Bowers 

Peggy Cain 

Dave Chamberlain 

Marti Childs 

Jeanne Culhane 

Paul DeDora 

Susie Glover 

Pam Gehrts 

Phil Johnson 

Dick & Pequita Marasso 

Leslie MacMillon 

Jill Mason 

Douglas E. Newton 

Laurie Newton 

Sue & Cliff Peppers 

Virginie Pillet 

J.J. Plank 

Bob Schultz 

Dave Seagraves 

Michelle Skinner 

Marlena Sprague 

Rob Stewart 

Rosa Umbach 

William Walker 

Zach Weidkamp & 

GBHS Media Students 

Nancy & Jim Wood 

Please Consider Joining the ATOU Legacy Circle 

A planned gift to A Touch of Understanding, Inc. will allow you to continue to make a        

difference in the lives of children for years to come.  Please consult your financial advisor to 

explore how a gift to ATOU will fit into your financial and estate planning goals. 

 

George Arrant is a member of the ATOU Legacy Circle.  He shares his story 

here.  

My journey to become an ATOU volunteer began long before the existence of 

ATOU. In 1962 at the age of 12, my sister Carol was stricken with spinal    

carcinoma. The ravages of this disease required  radical surgery which left her 

debilitated; she could no longer walk.   

 

My mother provided the nursing and nurturing care Carol needed. Carol      

continued her study at home and received her diploma with her graduating 

class of McClatchy High School. She also developed handiwork skills such as 

knitting, art work and 

Plexiglas casting. About four years prior to her   

passing at the age of 28, her physical condition   

worsened and she could no longer use her hands.  

 

My memories of her are of a vivacious and          

interesting person.  My most vivid memories are of  

comfortable summer nights when Carol would sit 

outside in front of our house with her Cocker     

Spaniel, Blondie, talking with our neighbor about the 

day’s events.  Our two trips to Disneyland were 

highlights in her life as well.  Her courageous spirit, 

her love for other persons, her concern for education, 

her appreciation of the good and her youthful insight 

into spiritual things, made me want to grow         

inwardly. 

 

In late December of 2011, I received a phone call from a friend and ATOU volunteer, Mike Penketh, 

inviting me to attend an ATOU workshop.  At once I knew this organization was the right fit for me.  

 

I believe in the values and the friendships I have found through ATOU. I find joy in working alongside 

these volunteers who remind me of my sister's spirit. I want to do my part, with my time and my      

monetary ability, to help ATOU continue.  I chose to include ATOU in my estate planning because I 

want these programs to be available for years to come.    

 

My involvement with ATOU gives me positive memories of Carol. It is as if I have come full circle in 

this journey. 

The ATOU Legacy Circle—The Gift of a Lifetime 

 

 

Carol in Disneyland, 1968 
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INCOME  

 Lynn Marie Scholarship Fund 400. 

 Corporate Donations 2,557. 

 Fundraising 38,582. 

 Contributions Income 65,125. 

 Government Grant 9,000. 

 Grants 86,210. 

 United Way Contributions 600. 

      Program Fees 137,274. 

      Interest/Dividend  Income 96. 

TOTAL INCOME  $339,845. 

EXPENSE   

 Youth Force Program 1,838. 

 Copy/Duplication/Printing 17,870. 

 Depreciation 191. 

 Dues and Subscriptions 3,470. 

 Equipment / Furniture 676. 

 Insurance 8,789. 

 Licenses/Filing Fees 221. 

 Payroll Expenses 235,956. 

 Postage and Delivery 524. 

 Professional Fees 8,262. 

 Rent/Utilities 15,293. 

 Service Charges 411. 

 Supplies 7,803. 

 Travel & Meals 13,483. 

      Workshops/Membership 1,900. 

TOTAL EXPENSE $316,687. 

NET INCOME $23,157. 

Financial Statements 

Statement of Income 

July 2015-June 2016 

ASSETS    

 Current Assets  

  Total Checking/Savings 177,100. 

  Total Accounts Receivable 7,370. 

 Total Current Assets 184,470. 

 Total Fixed Assets 3,927. 

TOTAL ASSETS  $188,397 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

  Total Current Liabilities 5,330 

 Equity    

  Unrestricted Net Assets 159,910 

  Net Income 23,157 

 Total Equity  183,067 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $188,397 

Balance Sheet 

June 30, 2016 

 


